= BUSINESS/BI ` 
First quarter 
budget gap lower 
than expected 


m WORLD / A26 
Rove's role 
diminished 

in revamp 


com; 


m METRO/A23 
Fashion designer, 


panion found 


dead inside car 


m NEWS [AD .. .... 
Senators back 

GMA bid to kill 

death penalty 


— 


Customs runs after Tohs 
but admits no solid proof 


By Armand N. Nocum 
and Cynthia D. Balana 


CUSTOMS OFFICIALS 
have started to lower the 
boom on suspected 
big-time smugglers sald 
to have link to First Gen- 
teman Mika Arroyo 
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2Filipinos ‘admitted’ 
Saudi slays, says DFA 


By Volt Contreras. 


TWO FILIPINOS ARRESTED IN JEDDAH, SAUDI 
Arabia, have “admitted” to kiling three of thelr six 
compatriots who were earlr reported missing 
and whose disappearance coincided with the dis- 
‘covery of chopped-up body parts two weeks ago. 
“The Department of Forelgn Affairs last night 
sald the two prime suspects implicated two more 
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SC strikes down EO 464 


Senators 
praise 
justices, 
claim win 


By T] Burgonio 


PRAISE FROM THE SENATE YESTER- 
day greeted the Supreme Courts ruling 
upholding Congress right to compel the 
appearance of executive officials at its in- 
quires. 

‘Senators who had locked horns with 
Malacafiang over controversial Execu- 
tive Order No. 464 of President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo hailed the ruling asa sign ofa 
Working democracy and an independent 
judiciary. 

"They said it was both a vindication of 
the Senate, which had petitioned the 
high court to declare the order unconstt- 
tutional, and a slap on the Arroyo admi 
istration, which enforced it on Sept. 28, 
2005. 

Members of the House majority said 
the ruling proved that democracy was at 
‘work in the country, and called on Mala- 
cafiang to promptly abide by it. 

Militant groups said it compensated 
for the purported negative impact of the 
tribunal's ruling on Wednesday uphold- 
ing the unified identification card system 
being pushed by Malacafang. 

But later, Sanlakas described it as a 
“pyrrhie victory” 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, chair of the na- 
tional defense committee inquiring into 
the “Hello Garci” wiretapping scandal, 
bluntly said: "I consider this a reprimand 
for the hasty adoption of controversial 
policies by the executive department. 

SENATORS Ah 


PROTOS: Coconut oil, too 


Stove fueled 

by ‘tuba-tuba’ 
‘launched 

in Leyte 


By Vicente S, Labro 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BAYBAY, LEYTE—AN ENVIRON- 
ment-friendly cooking stove that 
uses coconut oil and other plant 
oils like those from the "tuba-tu- 
ba" or Jatropha is now being sold 
inLeyte. 

"The stove, called Protos, resembles. 
a kerosene pressure stove and can al- 
so use kerosene. But ts manufacturer 
Bosch and Siemens Home Appliances. 
Group (BSH), is pushing for the use 
of plant oils, which are cheap and en- 
vironmentally friendly. 

"The plant ol stove is easy to op- 
erate and offers a very safe cooking 
environment because plant oil can 
neither burn nor explode," said Dr. 
Elmar Stumpf, BSH plant oil stove 
project manager. 

Sisinio Balaga, 56, a resident of 
Baybay town and a user of the plant 
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First ‘casualties’ of gag order feel vindicated 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


THE FIRST “CASUALTIES” OF MALA- 
cafiangs gag order, otherwise known as 
Executive Order No. 464, welcomed the 
ruling of the Supreme Court. 

Retired Marine Brig. Gen. Francisco 
Gudani and Lt. Col. Alexander Balutan, 
who are facing court-martial for defying 
Executive Order No. 464 when they testi- 


fied at a Senate inquiry into the “Hello 
Garci" scandal on Sept. 28, 2005, felt 
vindicated by the high coures ruling. 

The scandal stemmed from wire- 
tapped telephone conversations in which 
President Macapagal-Arroyo allegedly 
directed former Election Commissioner 
Virgilio Garcillano to rig the 2004 presi- 
dential election in her favor. Ms Arroyo 
has denied any wrongdoing. 


The lawyer of Gudani and Balutan 
said the Supreme Court affirmed d 
contention that EO 464 was illegal 
Malacaang issued EO 464 last Sept 
28 to preempt the testimonies of a num- 
ber of military officials who had been 
summoned by the Senate earlier that day. 
While the top brass obeyed Ms Ar 
royo's verbal order to disregard the Sen- 
FIRSTIAS 


Rejection warning to Palace adventurists 


By Joaquin G. Bernas, S.J. 


MALACANANG  APOLOGISTS _ HAD 
been singing “executive privilege” like a 
manta. 

Knowing some of them 
to be intelligent people, I 
really don't think I should believe that 
they believed what they were singing. 
The brazenness of Executive Order No. 


COMMENTARY = 


464 was so obvious that even first year 
students in my Constitutional Law class- 
es could already detect its fatal flaws. 
The President, who is not a lawyer, 
‘was ill served by ber advis- 
For her own sake and 
for the sake of the nation, 
the President needs counselors who can 
stand up to dispute even her most 
strongly held convictions. 


Lawyers throughout the country, on 
hearing about the Supreme Court deci- 
must have heaved a collective sigh 

of relief. After hearing or reading about 
the oral arguments before the Supreme 
Cour, legal observers were awaiting, al- 
most with bated breath, how the Court. 
‘would resolve this major challenge from 
the executive department against sepa- 
REJECTION/AS 


High court 
votes 14-0 
to uphold 
solons’ right 


By Armand N. Nocum 
and Christine O. Avendaño 


THE SUPREME COURT YES- 
terday upheld the right of law- 
makers to compel the appear- 
ance of executive officials at 
congressional inquiries, and 
stressed that the issue involv- 
ing Executive Order No. 464 
pertained not only to 
Congress’ right to know but 
also the people's right to take 
part in government affairs. 


The tribunal voted 14-0. Associate 
Justice Reynato Puno is on leave. 

Bot it declared constitutional Presi 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's right to ban ex- 
ecutive officials from appearing during 
the question hour in both the Senate and 
the House of Representatives. 

For over six months, the order ban- 
ning the appearance of department 
heads and other officials of the executive 
branch at congressional investigations 
without the President's approval had put 
Malacafiang on a collision course with 
the Senate. 

For the full text of the decision, go to 
wwiing7-net/verbatim/sc eo 464.pdf 

Tchad been a major flash point for ver- 
bal skirmishes between the two indepen- 
dent, but supposedly collaborative, bod- 


ies. 

'EO 464 had been casually invoked by 
even low-ranking Cabinet and military 
officials in order to evade the Senate in- 
quiries into the “Hello Garci” wiretap- 
ping scandal, the alleged P728-million 
fertilizer scam, the supposed overpriced 
$503-million ‘NorthRail project and 
Proclamation No. 1017, among other 
controversial issues, 

"The order was issued on the day then 
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Palace orders implementation of ID system 


ByGi C. Cabacungan Jr. 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO YES- 
terday ordered the immediate implemen- 
tation of the national identification card 
system a day after the Supreme Court up- 
held the constirutionality of the project. 

Malacahang executives want a nation- 
al ID to be a mandatory requi 
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By Blanche S. Rivera 


SO MANY PEOPLE ASK A LOT OF QUES- 

tions and still end up without answers. 
ino-American, asked 

‘one question and found the path to life. 

All Bienvenido Eusebio, 70, wanted to 
know three years ago was: "Are we being 
‘good stewards of God's creation?" 

"That one question brought him back 
home to the Philippines after 10 years in 
Indonesia and 30 years in the United 
States to launch the La Sallian Insti 
for the Environment (LIFE). 

LIFE, an institute with only five staff 
members, is now all set to plant a million. 
trees that could spell the difference for he 
country’s rapidly disappearing forests. 


all government transactions and will en- 
‘courage the private sector to require the 
same. 

"President Arroyo has given the gosig- 
nal to the Cabinet to get the ID system in 
one form or another and this is the way we 
can keep up with the rest of the world,” 
said Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye. 

Presidential Chief of Staff Michael De- 


Fil-Am starts LIFE, vows 


Eusebio, LIFE's volunteer executive di- 
rector, will offer up a certificate bearing 
LIFES pledge during a Mass by Gauden- 
cio Cardinal Rosales to launch the Earth 
Day celebration at the former Smokey 
Mountain dump in Tondo, Manila, to- 
morrow. 

De La Salle Philippines, through 
LIFE, has committed to plant a million 
trees by 2011, the educational institu- 
tion's centennial anniversary in the 
country. The planting season starts in 
June. 

"This can’t happen overnight ... but we 
think this is possible if everyone plants,” 
said Eusebio, citing La Salles more than 
100,000 alumni and 50,000 students. 

FLAM/AIS 


fensor said the ID system would be up 
and running ina few months. He said the 
National Economic and Development 
‘Authority, which would oversee the pro- 
ject, had been given less than 30 days to 
‘come up with its mechanics. 

‘While Defensor said the databases of 
both the Social Security System and 
Government Service and Insurance 


System would simply be merged, Neda 
chief Romulo Neri said the national ID 
system would include data from the 
Commission on Elections and Phil- 

Health 
Defensor explained that the goal 
was to synchronize all state-issued IDs 
with all citizens expected to have one 
PALACE ORDERS! AL 


to plant 1M trees 


BIENVENIDO Euseblo (second from left) poses with LIFE staff and barangay officials 


in Lumban, Laguna. Behind them is Wawa Lake. 
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Senators back GMA 


bid vs death p 


By Juliet Labog Javellana and Michael Lim Ubac 


| PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO'S MOVE TO ASK CONGRESS 


to pass a law to abolish the death penalty has gained the support of 
Senate leaders, even her most vehement critics. 


- movetocertfyas 
seeking to à 


enalty 


country" Nograles said. 


Selective commutation. 

Cuenco said he respected the move of the 
President, "but the more cogent and judicious 
position should have been a selective commu: 
tation and nota general and wholesale one.” 

“IE drug traders and rapists escape the death 
chamber and punishment during my lifetime, 


would be most repulsive and objection- 
T would be jolted even in the after- 
uenco said 

Tf the death penalty were to be abolished, 
res "Congress will revive it in 

ng all death sen 
in herEaser message last week. of Senate Bill 1143 
ypose 30 years imprisonment 
‘on crimes covered by the Death 


the President's con 
nals must be given a chance 

“If that is the Preside 

nesday announced 

tied as urgent a House mea- 

proposing the abolition of Republic Ac 
7659, the law passed in 1994 prescribing 


ators support his bil 
to comment on the Presidents 
and another majority coal 
enca, appealed 
position on the 
Congress an opp. of lawmakers stil 
important issue. 7 
For once we will have a 
compelling issue for debate. Th 


ath penalty 

es—drugs 

it would go to Copgress and beg 

lawmakers to defer the abolition of RA 7659. 

"We will kneel down before them if neces- 
samy” said VACC founding chair Dante Jimenez. 

"The European Union and rights watchdog. 
Amnesty International yesterday applauded 
the President's pledge to commute-all death 
sentences. With a report from Tarra V Quis- 
mundo and AFP 


and terrorists have caused so 
UNBURNED BOOTS . this country and therefore they 
‘An Army soldier goes through assorted combat boots sav 

from the fire that gutted a building in the Army headquarters in 
Fort Bonifacio early yesterday. The building caught fire at 
around 3:15 a.m, and arson investigators are still trying to 
determine the cause ofthe fire. — 


nt drug lords to 
y because they are un- 
forgiving to our youth and they destroy our 
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"If Marie France isn't the best yet, then | don't know what 

is. My bulging post natal tummy is now flat and firm. Those 

pesky saddlebags and cellulites, which I've had even during 

pre-pregnancy have at last quickly disappeared, Thanks to 

Marie France | didn't just get my figure back, | can say 

goodbye to my pear-shaped body and hello to a curvaceous, 
sexier me!" 


-Dawn Zulueta-Lagdameo 
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S.E. Asian gov'ts asked to do more vs terror 


CEBUCITY-SOUTHEASTASIAN However, “progress has been Wi in a message read by Executive to find policies that address the 
governments must do more to much slower in relation to lawa P 7 Secretary Eduardo Ermita, urged causes of terrorism, He said dele- 
Sop cross border funding for ter- criminalizing the financing of the 300-plus delegates from 60 gates would also consider how 
Torst groups, the head of the UN terrorism,” with more than half s countries to "keep terrorists at developing countries might 
Security Councils committee on the countries falling to enact ^ N bay” and boost cooperation. She strike a balance between coun- 
counterterrorism told an internae such laws, stressed they must also “find a  terterrorism moves and protect- 
tional antiterrorism forum here Nearly half of the 10-member middle way to address the socio- ing their cultures and religions. 
yesterday Association of South East Asian economic and political under. — Bast Timor Foreign Minister 
‘While most of these countries Nations have yet to ratify the in 1 pinnings of terrorism. Jose Ramos-Horta, a Nobel 
have put in place antimoney ternational convention concern- 1 ‘ALQaida mastermind Osama Peace Prize laureate, urged gov- 
laundering measures and finan- ing the financing of terrorism. 1 bin Laden is believed to have ernments to strike a balance be- 
dial intelligence units following “Even once this is done, one of di Once used religious schools and tween fighting the scourge of 
the 9/11 attacks, there is slower the key challenges in this area Islamic rellef organizations to terrorism and protecting civil lib- 
progress in prosecuting those re- will be responding to the waysin Bi hand over funds to Abu Sayyaf erties and human rights. 
Sponsible, said Ellen Margrethe which terrorist organizations militants in Mindanao. "We must not become mon- 
Ioj, who is also Denmark's am- find new, unregulated ways of ANEH Philippine authorities have al... sters ourselves in order to defeat 
bassadorto the United Nations. channeling funds,” Loj said Fi so arrested several Indonesian the monster, states must not 
Intelligence agencies in the re- — As financial institutions tight- militants who confessed tobeing sanction state terror to allegedly 
gion now have an “appreciation en their watch on suspect funds, it bagmen for the Jemaah Is- fightterron” he ald. 
Behe ways in which funds from terrorist groups could tap other LO “Siow progress in prosecution" Jamiyah operations in Min — "The superior morality of the 
Organized crime may be chan- means to move money, such as danao, where officials believe rule of law, democratic and 
organi portterronstorganl- channeling funds through reli- ures as to how much laundered tant groups [n the regi they train with local rebels transparent government and re- 
mela OPT reves similar gious or charitable organiza- money actually gets into terror- been helping each other in fund- Former AFP Chief of StaffBen- spect for diversity are the most 
that seen in other regions of the tions, she said. ist hands, but intelligence ex. ing jamin Defensor said the three- powerful weapons against ex 
world," she said, RM nor give specific fig- perts have said that Islamic mili- President Macapagal-Arroyo, day conference's main goal was tremism and intolerance." 
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Mining firm chided for false 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez. 


ENVIRONMENT SECRETARY ANGELO REYES 
yesterday denied renewing the exploration 
permit of Manila Mining Corp. (MMC), an af- 
Filate of Lepanto Consolidated Mining Co. 

"This after newspaper and wire reports, in- 
cluding the Inquinan, said on April 18 that the 
mining firm had been given government ap- 
proval to start exploration of a 750-hectare 
gold field in Surigao del Norte. 


Reyes: RP 
still open 
to investors 
in mining 


THE GOVERNMENT HAS ASSURED FOR: 
eign investors that the Philippine mining in- 
dustry would remain open to foreign firms 
despite the Congressional review of the Min: 
ing Act of 1995 and strong opposition by the 
influential Catholic Church. 

Environment Secretary Angelo T. Reyes said 
Congress would no longer debate over the owner- 
‘Ship issue because the Supreme Cour has already 
Tuled that it was construtional for foreign firms to 
operate mining projecsinthecountry. 

Speaking before the Australia-New 
Zealand Chamber of Commerce, Reyes said 
his “understanding” from House Speaker Jose 
de Venecia was that the review of the Mining 
Law would focus on the strengthening of the 
environmental provisions and ensuring the 
safety of existing and proposed projects. 

"Tassure you that the ongoing review will 
mot result in any revocation or ownership 
changes because the Supreme Court has al- 
ready ruled on this issue and has allowed for- 
eign-contzolled corporations to participate in 
the exploration, development and utilization. 
of our minerals resources,” Reyes said during 
the chamber's monthly meeting on April 18. 


Unduly alarmed 

"The DENR chief said he was aware that the pas- 
toral siemen of the Catholic Bishops Conference 
ofthe Philippines (CBCP) urging the repeal ofthe 
‘Mining Act and the revocation of exiting mining i- 
censes had "unduly alarmed” the investors: 

"Reyes said that while the bishops enjoyed "some 
infuerce over the people” in this predominantly 
Catholic counmy they had no legal mandate 

"instead of repealing the Mining Act, the gov- 
emment agreed to a Congressional review of the 
Taw because we are confident that we have the 
bes: mining law” Reyes said, ng intemarional 
recognition for the environmental protection 
mechanisms in the Mining Act of 1995. 

He said the renewed camor of the bis 
some non-government organization f 
eatin of ali mining permits was uiggered by the 
Rapi Rapu taling spils in October last year 

"The incidents had a major impact on the efons 
of goverment to prove the cse for responsible 
ming ater the inamous mine spils at the Mar- 
copper site in Marinduque in the 1990s. 

Sour credibility in enforcing the Mining Act 
andallits environmental safeguards was seri- 
ously put in question,” Reyes said. 

"The DENR had fined Lafayee Phils. ne P10.7 
milion for violation of te Clean Water Ac 

Reyes expressed confidence that the ines of 
communication with ant-mining groups and the 
‘Catholic Church were still open, based on his re- 
cent dialogue with the bishops. 

“if mining companies and their local stake- 
holders can prove tothe bishops that what the 
antmining groups are telling them are 

Ii be a chance that 


Responsible mining practices 

“This issue wil not be solved by a series of de 
‘bates on the pros and cons of developing our miner- 
al resources. The goremment and the privare secor 
must jindy prove their pation wih concrete ex- 
amples responsible mining paces he added. 

Reyes also denied reports that the govern- 
ment has imposed a moratorium on mining 
applications asa compromise to the bishops. 

Former Environment Secretary and now 
presidential Chief of Staff Michael Defensor 
had announced in February that the govem- 
ment was imposing a moratorium on mining, 
but he later clarified that this was limited to 
mining applications in Bicol. 

"There is no moratorium on mining, My de- 
partment continues to proces and approve min- 
{hg applications in accordance with existing laws 
and steamined procedures,” Reyes sessed. 

"There are 1,400 applications for Mineral 
production Sharing Agreement, 400 explo- 
Tation permits and 59 Financial or Technical 
‘sistance Agreement pending before the 
Mines and Geosciences Bureau. 

"The Arroyo government has been aggressively 
promoting the. Philippines mining potential 
road, seing 24 priorty mine stes that are ex- 
ected to gain $8 blonininvesunens 

Of the 24 priority mining projects, six have 
Australian or New Zealand interests. The six 
are expected to generate $926.4 million in 
foreign direct investments, $1.3 billion in rev- 
enues and 10,000 jobs, 

"The government will continue to create 
the most conducive environment for bus 
messes to thrive but we need your help to 
prove that we can make responsible mining 
‘ork fr the benefi of our people,” he said. 
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Class A shares of Manila Mining—or those 
sold only to Pilipinos—ciosed higher on April 
1B at three centavos, up from 2.9 centavos the. 
previous day. On April 19, the price fell to 2.8 
centavos and closed yesterday at 2.9 centavos. 

Saying the company's claim had misled in- 
vestors, Reyes yesterday wrote Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) chair Fe Bat 
asking that MMC be investigated and the ap- 
propriate charges filed against the company. 

Reyes said MMC' exploration permit, No. XII- 
14, covering is Kalayaan gold project was sil 
pending in his office, awaiting final approval. 

He denied that Environment Undersecre- 
tary for Mining Demetrio L. Ignacio had given 
MMC clearance to inform its stockholders 
about the approval of its exploration permi 

Earlier, Manila Mining said Environment As- 
sistant Secretary Jeremias Dolino, concurrentiy 
‘Bureau of Mines and Geosciences director, had 
renewed its exploration permit on Nov 30, 2005, 
buctha MMC was sll waiting for is copy 

"The permit was purportedly forwarded to 
Reyes for notation. 


[A:| 
laim 


viewed by the Department of Environment 
ral Resources since President Maca- 


rough the enforcement of responsi- 
ble and environmentally sound practices. 
n his letter to the SEC chair, Reyes said 


and its subseque: 
lippine Stock Exchange] is an irre- 
sponsible act for a publicly listed company 
and does not sit well with the government's 
efforts to revitalize the mining industry 
MMC refused to comment wi 
for this story 
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Rejection warning 
to Palace adventurists 


From page At 
ration of powers and the pub- 
lies right to know. Now they 
can breathe easy. tie 

‘Before this, I myself was justice suggests. 
‘wondering what would be the 
Substance of my conversation 
with Chief Justice Artemio 
Panganiban when he comes to 
the Ateneo Law School as grad- 
uation speaker on Sunday. Iam 
mow sure that he will be re- 
ceived most warmly by the Ate: 
meo administration, faculty 
and law graduates. 

1 find the decision particu 
larly gratifying coming, as it 
does, at a time when the execu- 
tive department is openly defy- 
ing a Supreme Court decision 
declaring that initiative and 
referendum cannot yet be used 
to propose a constitutional 
amendment because Congress 
has not yet passed an enabling 
law. 


ie abuse. 
President 
the 2004 decision on 


of rebellion" by 


law. enforcers, 


: o Sealibrated. preventive 
Warning to adventurists 

‘The rejection of EO 464 
should serve as a warning to 
Executive department adven- 
uris. 

Most certainly the issue of 
initiative and referendum wil 
reach the Supreme Court. The 
Court wil surely be asked to 
fule on whether the current 
Signature campaign violates 
the Constitution, whether the 
Commission on Elections is de- 
fying the Supreme Cour’ in- 
function against i by taking 
ognizance of the signature 
Campaign, and whether the 
change froma presidental to a 
parliamentary form of govern- 


to assembh 
limits of presidential power. 


about the Court as a“ 


were lamentable 


ment is a revision or merelya | 
collection of plural amend- 

ments, as the creative constitu- 
lism of the secretary of 


‘But even before petitions on 

and referendum 
Teach the Court, there are still 
other issues awaiting resolu- 


Proclamation 1017, CPR 
The Court still has to decide 

a number of major challenges 
to what is perceived by many 
jd the 

try to deftly sidestep 


port of a declaration of a "state 
leclaring in- 
stead a "state of emergency" 
Did the President and her 
relying on 
Proclamation No. 1017, arro- 
gate powers violative of const 
tutional rights? Is the policy of 
sponse” a violation of the right 
and petition? 
These are issues which test the 


In an earlier column] wrote 

gitimiz 
ex” In the darker pages of the 
history of our nation, there 

instances 
when the Supreme Court gave 
its blessing to official ation of 
fensive to human rights and 
disruptive of constitutional 


As we continue to struggle 
to rebuild our democratic 
structures, the decision on EO 
464 is a most welcome refresh- 
ingand invigorating breeze. 


From page A! 


ate summons, Gudani 
testify on irregularit 
Lanao del Sur. 

"The two were promptly relieved of their 
posts as Philippine Military Academy assistant 
Superintendent and deputy cadet corps com- 
mandant, respectively 


Article of War 65 
They were also ordered to face court-mar- 
tial proceedings for violating Article of War 
Which punishes the willful disobedience 
superior officer 
"The decision paves the way for the quick 
dismissal of the complaints against them (Gu- 
dani and Balutan). Justice has been truly 
served,” lawyer Napoleon Poblador said upon 
learning of the high court's decision. 
Poblador said his clients had petitioned the 
tribunal to stop the court-martial proceedings 
because “the basis isan order that is unconsti 
tutional and illegal.” 
The case is in the pre-trial investigation 
stage. 


First Gentleman 
Gudani, who was commander of the 1st 
Marine Brigade based in Marawi City during 
the elections, testified that First Gentleman. 
van Miguel Arroyo had distributed P500 mil- 
lion in Mindanao. 


Gudani retired on Oct. 4. 

Balutan, who was a battalion commander 
under Gudani during the elections, testified 
he was old to relax security during the crucial 
Canvassing of votes after Gudani was inexpli- 
‘ably relieved as brigade commander. 

Balutan, who is known within the elite Ma- 
rine Corps as “Mandirigma” (Warrior) for his 
bravery in combat, has been in the "freezer" 
since Sept. 28. 

'A military spokesperson said the Supreme 
Court decision would not affect Gudani and 
Balutan's case because the two were charged 
with defying a direct order from the chief of 


má Balutan went on to 
in the elections in 
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First ‘casualties’ of gag order feel vindicated 


RETIRED Brig. Gen. Francisco V. Gudani (right) and Col. Alexander F Balutan testified before 


a Senate investigation on Sept. 28, 2005. 


staff of the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP). 

“They were not charged for (defying) EO 
464 but for defying a direct order from Gen. 
Generoso Senga. Thats disobedience. So 
that's a different case,” Maj. Gen. Jose Honra: 
do sid. 

Honrado said the AFP would ask for the de- 


| CUSTOMS Commissioner Napoleon Morales, 


[o 


fense departments "interpretation" of the 
high courts ruling on EO 464 should officials 
besummoned to congressional hearings. 

"lf there is no legal constraint we have no 
choice but to follow [the congressional sum- 
mons]. But it will be the DND (Department of 
National Defense] that will decide on that," 
he said. 


‘along with RATS Executive Director Reynaldo 


Umali (eft) and Chief State Prosecutor Jovencito Zuo, files before the justice department 


kriminal charges against some 33 members ofan alleged smuggling syndicate. 


nonzanora 


Customs runs after Tohs 


Frompage Al 
although they admitted they had no solid evi 


j dence against them, yet. 


‘Commissioner Napoleon L. Morales told 
reporters yesterday that the Bureau of Cus 
toms had closed down customs bonded ware- 
houses owned by Vicky Toh and had started a 
"100-percent examination" of all importa 
tions made by Lucio Lao Co. 
"Toh and Co, along with Samuel Lee, 

alleged to be among the count 


| glers during a recent Senate hes 
were said to be close to Arroyo, who has de- 


nied the claim. 

"hs far as the Tohs are concerned, we found. 
that of the companies put up: under their 
names, some remained dormant for three 
years now, so we closed them down ...lest 


| they be used for smuggling activities,” 


Government Service Insurance System 
GSIS - Kahit Saan, Kahit Kailan Maaasahan 


Morales said. 


Investigations continuing 

Morales stressed that the invest 
the Tohs was continuing. He said 
investigation and Detection Group and the 
National Bureau of Investigation were in- 
volved in the effort 

He said the bureau had strictly inspected Co's 
goods under ts "enhanced pos entry audit" 

We are conducting 100-percent exami 

tion on all his impor- 
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tations,” he said. He 
added that his men 
were also "checking 
on the issue of mis 
declaration and un- 
dervaluation” ak 
legedly committed 
by Co. 

Asked if the bu- 
reau had solid evi- 
dence against Co, 
Morales replied: “For 
now nothing yet, but 
now that the BOC has 
been alerted to it, all 
shipments consigned 


| but admits no solid proof 


to Co are being examined 100 percent.” 

‘The CIDG has charged Lee with smuggling 
while the Bureau of Internal Revenue has 
charged him with tax evasion, although 
Morales admitted that they did not have the 
goods on Toh and Co yet. 

"The two have been accused of engaging in 
activities involving “technical smuggling, 

isclassification and undervaluation" of im- 
ported goods. 


No case on basis of hearsay 

"We cannot fle cases on the basis of mere 
hearsay, said Morales at the news conference 
called to announce that the bureau's Run Af- 
ter Smugglers (RATS) program had filed its 
Tarh smuggling case before the DOJ. 

"Yesterday, RATS agents charged several off 
cials of One Logistics Inc., JPC Customs Bro- 
erage, Options Logistics, Acestar Internation- 
al Service Corp, KSN Air and Sea Freight Co 
inc. and JBN Trucking with the smuggling of 
15 containers of plastic resin in January 2006. 


Tax evasion case 

Also yesterday, the Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue filed its 54th tax evasion case since the 
RATS program was launched in 2004. The 
case involved the nonpayment of P8.3 million 
allegedly since 2003. 

Charged before the Dx rartment of Justice 
were two top executives or Padoson Stainless 
Steel Corp, Gerald Chan and Nenita Chan, 
president and treasures, respectively, of PSSC. 

PSSC is engaged in the manufacture, Im- 
port, export, buying and selling of fabrication 
Steel, stainless brass, zinc, aluminum and oth 
er metal alloys. 

BIR Commissioner Jose Mario Buhag said 
PSSC had continued to operate although it 
had filed a leter of closure and cessation of 
business operations, Termination of the busi- 
ness took effect on June S, 2002. 

Buhag expressed confidence that the BIR 
would be able to meet its April tax collection 
target, and eventually its 2006 target of P675 
billion 
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Senators 
told to step 
on the gas 
on biofuels 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


"STEP ON THE GAS,” BUKIDNON REP JUAN 
Miguel Zubiri yesterday urged senators in 
asking them to immediately pass the pro- 
posed Biofuels Act. 

Tn calling for quick action, Zubiri, principal au- 
thor of the House version of the measure, said the 
country was in danger of losing one-fourth of its 
‘current gas supply from the Middle East because the 
row between the United States and Iran over the. 
aters nuclear program could erupt into a war 

He pointed out that the United Nations Se- 
curity Council was considering slapping an 
embargo on Iran, which supplied “one in every 
Tour barrels of oil that enter into our county.” 

"yaris 246 percent share of the Philippines 
country’s annual ol impor is second only to Saudi 
Arabis 563 percent. I there's an embargo against 
Iran, we will be having a hard time finding an alter- 
native supplies” Zubiri said in a statement. 


Hostage to turmoil 

"We cannot forever be held hostage to turmoil 
and upheavals in the volatile Middle East. We can- 
or te our counmys fare to that region,” he 
added. 

"The Senate is expected to hold debates on 
the proposed Biofuels Act after Sen. Miriam 
Defensor: Santiago sponsors it on the floor, 

Zubiri said enactment of the measure 
would also be a signal to "at least a dozen in- 
estors” who were prepared to plunk in “bil 
lions of pesos" for factories that produced fuel 
out of plants. "The players are just waiting in 
the wings and are ready to go in once the reg- 
arory framework sin place,” he said. 

Citing a report of the Biofuel Aliiance, Zu- 
biti sald six firms were in the "exploratory 
stage of venturing into ethanol projects.” 

“Te report identified the firms as Alcantara and 
Sons, Chemphil Group, Marubeni, the Teves 
Group of Negros Oriental , NU Food based in La 
Carlota City, Negros Oriental, the one in Pampan- 
sa led by the Cobarrubas family and the Fassi, 
Too consortium of sugar planters. 

"Ia addition, a foreign group, two sugar 
centrals, and two companies that would like 
to manufacture coconut-based biodiesel are 
also interested" he said. 

"What would mudge them to throw their 
hat into the ring is the approval of the Senate 
ofthe biolfuels bill and its eventual signing in- 
to law," he added. 

Zubiri said that f the two companies decid- 
ed to invest in biofuels, they "would join two 
Carly birds—the San Carlos ethanol plant and 
another onein sugar-growing Bulldnon." 

Zubiri said an ethanol plant cost P15 billion 
to build, “and this explains the wait-and-see 
attitude of interested companies, which natu- 
Tally would like to see a favorable investment 
terrain before they take the plunge.” 


Raft of perks 

Zubiri sid the bill offered investors “a raft 
of perks , including tax privileges, to those in- 
terested in making cheap, clean, VAT-free gas 
out of cane and coconut.” 

He said the bill would seek to replace with- 
in four years a tenth of the national gasoline 
consumption with ethanol. 

"This would start with the “mandatory blending 
of gasoline with five percent bioethanol” within 
two yeas after enactment of the law. 

He added that this would lead to annual 
foreign exchange savings of PAO billion, Zu- 
biri seid an estimate based on the country’s 
daily consumption of 320,000 barrels of oil, 
Pat $65 a piece, using a P53 to USI exchange 
rate.” 

He added that the country had enough 
land planted ro crops that could guarantee a 
steady supply of biofuel 

"We have the means to ride on the altemative 
fuels boom. We have 24 milion hectares planted 
to com, 3.2 milion hectares to coconut, 390 000 
hectares to sugarcane, 330,000 to cassava and 
camote (sweet potato Zabirisaid. 

However, Bayan Muna Rep. Satur Ocampo 
said developing alternative fuels would not be 
“enough to solve the counay's energy problems." 

“Contingency measures--thats how Mala- 
cafang plans to solve our deep energy prob- 
Tems. But there are simply no stopgaps for our 
oil crisis,” Ocampo said. 

“What we need isto repeal the failed Oil Dereg- 
arion Law, take maners in our own hands by 
buying back Peron, and contoling both 
petroleum prices and disiburion; he added. 

"What we are really up against are the 
questionable pricing practices of big and 
greedy oll companies like Royal Dutch Shell, 
GhevronTexaco-owned Caltex, and Exxon: 
Mobil. They Jack up prices and distress our 
economy whenever they wish," Ocampo said. 


business loan? 
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Feds release Mancao from Florida de 


FORMER POLICE SENIOR SUPT: CE 
sar Mancao was released yesterday, a 
week after US federal agents arrested 
him at his Florida home as a material 
witness in the espionage case against 
his former colleague, Michael Ray 
Aquino. 

An ANC report said Mancao, 
whose case has been attended to by 


bond. 

Mancao was arrested April 13 at 
this Florida home as a key witness in 
the case against Aquino and former 
FBI analyst Leandro Aragoncillo, 
whose case is being heard in New Jer- 
sey. 

‘The two men were close aides of then 
Philippine National Police and now 


Philippine consulate officials, has 
been allowed to leave the Federal 
Detention Center in North Miami 
Beach. 

An earlier report said he was ex- 
pected to be released on a $575,000 
bail bond but it could not be immedi- 
ately confirmed if indeed he was re- 
leased on bail and who paid for the 


Sen. Panfilo Lacson. They were also 
linked to the double murder of public 
relations man Bubby Dacer and his 

“Ym OK. Its been a gruelling experi- 
ence,” he told ANC, saying he would 
make no further comment until the res- 
‘olution of his case. 
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SC strikes down EO 464 


Fromage Al 


Brig. Gen. Francisco Gudani and 
Col. Alexander Balutan testified 
before Sen, Rodolfo Biazon’s na- 
tional defense committee on al- 
leged election cheating in Min- 
danao, 

"The two officers’ appearance at 
the inquiry prompted the initia- 
ton of court-martial proceedings 
against them, 

"The following groups had peti- 
tioned to have EO 464 declared 
unconstitutional: 17 senators led 
by Senate President Franklin 
Drilon; partylist Representatives 
Satur Ocampo, Crispin Beltran, 
Liza Maza, Teodoro Casifo, and 
Joel Virador; Courage, the alliance 
of goverment employees, and a 
group of lawyers called Counsels 
for the Defense of Liberties. 

‘Former Solicitor General Fran- 
cisco Chavez filed a separate peti- 
tion assailing the legality of EO 
464. 


‘Appeal possible 

Hours before the ruling was of 
ficially released, Malacahang said 
it respected and accepted it but 
might seek an appeal. 

“Ae hope, however, that it will 
not be taken by certain members 
Of Congress as a license to use 
fheir power to conduet inquiries 
asan avenue to harass public off- 
cials or ro push a particular politi- 
Gal agenda, aswe haveseeninthe 
past! Pres Secretary Ignacio 
Bunyesaid ina statement 

"We. hope further that 
Congress time is pur to better use 
fo final approving the budget 
and working on other urgent leg- 
‘ladon that have long been on 
the table, lie the antiterror and 
ethanol bls,” he said. 

Michael Defensor, the Prest- 
dent's chief of staff, said Solicitor 
General Antonio Eduardo Nachu- 
Ta would study the possibility of 
an appeal. 

Defensor also said he did not 
think the govemment had lost 
wit the ruling, 

He said (hat through EO 464, 
the executive branch was able to 
"lever ts message” to the Senate 


SUPREME Court justices in session 


andto the people: That the govem- 
ment would “not allow" members 
of the Cabinet to be “pilloried, em- 
barrassed and insulted ín the guise. 
ofan investigation which is actual 
ya political witch-hunt” 

Actually he added, all members 
ofthe executive branch, including 
middle managers, should not be 
treated shabbily by lawmakers. 


‘impermissible? 

Tn the ruling written by Associ- 
ate justice Conchita. Carpio 
Morales, the high court described 
as “impermissible” the act of the 
President using EO 464 to deny 
Congress the right to conduct in- 
aires in aid of legislation. 

“Resort to any means then by 


which officials of the executive 
branch could refuse to divulge in: 
formation cannot be presumed 
valid,” the tribunal said. 

"Otherwise, we shall not have 
merely nullified the power of our 
legislature to inquire into the op- 
erations of government, but we 
shall have given up something of 
much greater value—our right as 
Ta] people to take part in govern- 
ment,” said. 

The 52-page ruling started 
thus: "A transparent government 
is one of the hallmarks of a truly 
republican state." 

"Whereore, the petitions are 
partiy granted” the cout said of its 
Tuling declaring void Sections 205) 
and 3, which justify the ban on con- 


Senators praise justices, claim 


Fromage Al 


And Sen. Joker Arroyo, who 
had orally argued the Senate's 
case against a battery of govern- 
ment lawyers, described the rul- 
ingas “predictable.” 

“He said the high court could 
‘not have allowed the co-equality 
and the delicate balance of power 
between the President and 
Congress to be “impaired,” or the 
“immutable doctrine of separa- 
tion of powers and checks and 
balances so essential in our struc- 
ture of government" to be "up- 
set.” 

“Had the Supreme Court sus 
tained the President, it would 
have ushered in a quasi-dietatori- 
al presidency” the administration 
Senator said ina statement. 

"The President tried, the Sen 
'ate opposed, the House stood idly 
by and the Supreme Court did its 
bounden duty" he said. 

Victory 

“This is a victory for the Sen- 
ate," declared Senate Majority 
Leader Francis Pangilinan. 

"This affirms our power to con- 
duct inquiries and compel Cab 
net and other government off- 
cials to appear in our inquiries in 
aid of legislation, he said in a 
phone interview. 

'He added: "They can no longer 
invoke EO 464 when we issue 
subpoenas to them to appear in 
inquiries in aid oflepislation." 

Pangilinan downplayed the 
high courts declaration that Cab- 
inet officials were barred from 


appearing at the question hour 
and that the President could in- 
voke executive privilege. 

He said the senators had never 
questioned these points. 

“The upholding by the tribunal 
of Sections 1 and 2-A of EO 464 is 
mot an issue considering that 
these sections are mere reitera- 
tions of a provision of the Consti- 
tution on the question hour and 
of the [high courts} rulings on 
executive privilege,” he said. 

"What was at issue," he said, 
was "the power of the legislature. 
to compel Cabinet secretaries and 
other members of the executive 
"branch to appear in hearings in 
aid of legislation under Section 
21 Article 6 of the Constitution.” 


Confidence 

Pangilinan and Senate Presi- 
dent Franklin Drilon also lauded 
the tribunal for its ruling. 

“Ie affirms our confidence in 
our judicial system. It is proof 
that Malacafiang acted beyond 
the confines of the Constitution 
and must be made to account for 
its illegal act,” Pangilinan later 
said in a statement, 

“This decision validates the 
Senate's position that as an insti- 
tution, we have the constitutional 
duty to act as a check on a way- 
‘ward executive branch," he said. 

In a statement, Drilon pointed 
out thatthe "patently and brazen- 
iy unconstitutional” EO would 
have been "disastrous to our 
democraticsystem." 

indeed, | am glad that we 
have a Supreme Court that is pre- 


pared to uphold the Constitution 
at all times. I certainly appreciate 
fits] independence,” he said. 
“This decision should remind 
Malacafiang that ours is still a 
government of laws and not of 
men. It should make the Presi- 
dent realize that she cannot over- 
step constitutional boundaries, 
specifically those provided under 
the principle of separation of 
powers between branches of gov- 
ernment, just to suit her personal 
agenda," he said. 


Bad news for GMA 

Senate Minority Leader Aquili- 
no Pimentel Jr. said in a text mes- 
sage that the ruling brought “glad 
tidings" for the people and “bad 
news? for the President. 

“It means that not all (Ms Ar- 
toyo] wants, she gets," Pimentel 
said, adding: 

“She can't supplant Congress 
by issuing administrative and ex- 
ecutive orders. The ruling should 
make her mature into the presi- 
dency, not only grow old init.” 

Sen. Ralph Recto said the rul- 
ing stopped Malacanang from im- 
posing "capital punishment" on 
the Senate, 

"What has been made clear is 
that a constitutional branch can't 
be exterminated by a mere execu- 
tive fat," Recto 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson said the 
President "should fire her legal 
advisers and whoever counseled 
her into believing that EO 464 is 
not constitutionally infirm.” 

Biazon said the ruling “is giv- 
ing us hope that the institutions 


gressional appearances by top gov- 
'emment officials under the "rule of 
confidentiality" and the “separation 
of powers under the Constitution." 

"The ban covers senior officials 
of the executive departments; 
generals, flag officers and other 
officers of the Armed Forces; 
Philippine National Police offi- 
cials and other officals deemed 
covered by EO 464. 

in ruling that Congress could 
compel these officials to testify in in- 
‘quires in aid of legislation, the high 
court said: “Congress undoubtedly 
has a right of information from the 
executive branch whenever it is 
sought in aid of legislation.” 

And if the Palace decides to 
“withhold such information on 


win 


and institutional processes are 
still working.” 

"We can still rely on the inde 
pendence of the Supreme Court 
to resolve constitutional issues," 
hesaid in an interview. 

Sen. Manuel Villar Jr made a 
similar comment; "The enlight- 
ened ruling of the Supreme Court 
proves to everyone that [it is) still 
independent of Malacafiang. The 
people's trust and confidence in 
the Judiciary will surely be rein- 
forced because of this.” 

Lacson said the tribunal acted 
judiciously and with unanimity 
on the matter. He said each jus 
tice should be commended, 


‘Continuing game’ 

‘But Wilson Foraleza, leader of 
the militant group Sanlakas said 
the ruling was a “pyrrhic victory" 

SA win-win formula usually 
connotes compromises. 1 dont 
Know if lawmakers are satisfied 
with this. Iso, muse be just part 
‘ofthe continuing political game," 
he said. 

According to Fortaleza, Mala- 
cafang knew that EO 464 had no 
legal bass. 

#Sadly the (high coures] deci- 
sion came late and the EO has al 
Teady served its purpose. The 
challenge now for the Senate isto 
demand retribution for the in- 
jury" he said. 

Thitally, Bagong Alyansang 
Makabayan secretary general Re- 
nato Reyes J. said the tribunals 
ruling would once again make 
legislative inquiries effective in 
uncovering the truth. 
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Voided provisions of EO 464 


SECTION 3. Appearance of 
Other Public Officials Before 
Congress.—All public officials 
enumerated in Section 2 (b) 
hereof shall secure prior cone 
sent of the President prior to 
appearing before either House. 
of Congress to ensure the ob- 
servance of the principle of 
separation of powers, adher- 
ence to the rule on executive 
privilege and respect for the 
rights of public offidals ap- 
pearing in inquiries in aid of 
legislation. 

Section 2b. Who are cov- 
ered by executive privilege: 

* Senior officials of execu- 
tive departments who in the 
judgment of the department 


the ground that it is privileged, it 
must so assert it and state the rea- 
son therefore and why it must be 
respected,” the tribunal said. 


Question hour 

On the matter ofthe question. 
hour, the tribunal said the Presi 
dent was within her right to give 
prior consent to officials appear- 
Ing therein. 

itsai the question hour did not 
relate to specifie legislation but to 
Congressional oversight relative to 
the implementation of laws. 

"When Congress merely seeks to 
be informed on how department 
heads are implementing de 
statutes which it has issued, its 
Sight to such information is not as 
imperative as that of the President 
to whom, as Chief Executive, such 
department heads must give report 
Of their performance asa matter of 
uty? rhe high coure said. 

And in keeping with the princi- 
ple of the separation of powers, 
the high court said that in the 
quesion hour, Congress may only 
equest” the presence oftop gov- 
ernment officials. 

Tm congressional hearings in 
aid of legislation, however, "the 
appearance is mandatory 
sid. 


Objective analysis 

Thus, Section 1 and 24) cov- 
ering such appearances are 
alid" it added 


Said Reyes: "The score is now 
1-1 for the petitioners. We lost the 
1D system case but it appears we 
won in the EO 464 case, The 
junking of EO 464 means a road- 
block to truth-seeking has been 
removed.” 

‘But later, he said: “Ifthe ban on 
Cabinet officials stays, the deci- 
sion will have no teeth, It would 
beless effective.” 

He said the high coure might 
only be trying to appease the pub- 
lic while still providing a degree 
of protection to the executive de- 
partment 

"Our faith in the Supreme 
Court hangs in the balance be- 
cause there are cases still to be 
decided. We lost in the ID system 
case and are unsure about (how 
the tribunal would decide on the 
calibrated preemptive response 
policy and Proclamation No. 
1017, which imposed a week- 
long state of emergency in Febru- 
ary)," Reyes said. 


‘Don't gloat’ 

House Majority Leader Pros- 
pero Nograles warned senators 
otto "gloat or abuse thelr inves- 
tigative powers." 

TT respec the tribunals deci- 
sion. The entire Congress wel- 
Comes i" he said in a phone in 
terview. 

According to Nograles, à 
lawyer, the ruling "upholds the 
inherent powers of Congress to 
Check the executive department, 
hd gives Congress every means 
Available to summon witnesses, 
Tesource persons tt." 


heads, generals and flag offi 
cers ofthe Armed Forces of the 
Philippines and such other fi 
cers who in the judgment of 
the Chief of Staff are covered 
by the executive privilege; 

‘© Philippine National Po- 
lice (PNP) offices with rank of 
chief superintendent or higher 
and such other officers who in 
the judgment of the Chief of 
the PNP are covered by the ex- 
ecutive privilege; 

* Senior national security 
officials who in the judgment 
of the National Security Advis- 
erare covered by the executive 
privilege; and 

@ Such other officers as may 
be determined by the Present, 


Defensor said that with EO 464 
deemed unconstitutional, “meme 
bers of the Cabinet will have to 
react accordingly based on our 
individual and objective analysis 
ofthe situation." 

"I and when (a congressional 
inquiry] becomes a political 
witch-hunt, it will become an in- 
dividual responsibility and ac- 
countablliy of each member not 
to attend if they so desire, or to 
attend if they feel they should," 
he told reporters. 

for example” Defensor 
added, “if the agriculture or 
agrarian reform secretary feels 
that [an inquiry) has become a 
political witeh-hunt and he or she 
decides not to attend, that is his 
'or her own lookout,” 

Defensor said that as far as he 
was concerned, "I would have no 
second thoughts about standing 
up and walking out [of an in- 
quiry), and if they would have me 
arrested, thats their preroga- 
tive" 

But he made it clear that the 
Palace did not want an "institu- 
tional war? 

He also said the Palace was 
prompled to issue EO 464 be- 
tause members of the Cabinet 
had felt at the time that the Sen- 
ate was out to conduct a political 
Witehchunt when it announced it 
would continue its investigation 
of alleged cheating during the 
2004 presidential election. 


He said this had been the ma- 
joritys position on congressional 
investigations, "so long as this 
power is not abused by Congress 
itself and the rights of persons are 
respected." 

Nograles declined to comment 
on the specifics of the ruling, but 
said Malacahang could seek a re- 
consideration or have "some legal 
slips corrected.” 

"Meanwhile, 1 rejoice over the 
sign of (the tribunals) indepen: 
dence, he said. He called on sena- 
tors not to abuse congressional in- 
quiries "but instead act on pending 
bills" such as the General Approp 
ations Act and the antiterror bi 


‘Win-win’ solution 

Ina joint statement, Representa- 
tives Benasing Macarambon (NPC, 
lanao del Sur), and Monico 
Puentevella (Lakas, Bacolod City) 
welcomed the ruling, expressing 
hope that this could provide a *win- 
‘win’ solution to the raging issue. 

But Antique Rep. Exequiel 
Javier expressed the fear that the 
high court decision would “spell 
open season once again for the 
Senate to engage in investigative 
witch-hunts in aid of partisan pol- 
iticking." 

Macarambon said EO 464 was 
a reaction to Senate witeh-hunts 
that were compromising the 
countrys national security and its 
image abroad. 

“Wie call on senators not to 
abuse their investigative powers 
for partisan political gain,” he 
said. With areport from Michael 

Ubac 


* 


* 


moner” 


‘tual Down | Advance Mon 


‘Advance Monthly | sows Down | 


‘Advance Monthly 
Q2 mos) 


Rexton 27 XDIAT | 


77,925,000 


rusas | papa 


[17] 


Stavke 27 XDIAT? 


P195,000 


rma | rus 


Prso | msan 


P 962,500 | 


Santon has dade npc ol a Wt VAT andas 
EVERY PURCHASE OF A REXTON OR STAVIC WILL ALSO ENTITLE YOU 
+ FREE PMS up to 30,000 kms, or 1 year, whichever comes first, + A chance to win a trip 
“Come and wt your nearest SsangYong Sealer now! ideis accepted. 


on hdi "Ht cgp Pa 2.2 A he aa O a Te E 


TAE 


ee 
for2toraist AR 


lic Ge hohes o lo o. Oar eh ol 


i 


©» SSANGYONG | 


a ha enor 


5 


FRIDAY, APRIL 21, 2006 


ILOCOS SUR GOVERNOR LUIS “CHAVIT” 
Singson said yesterday that former President 
Joseph Estrada contradicted himself when he 
admitted in court this week that a son re- 
ceived a PI.2-million check from Singson asa. 
birthday gift and denied it was meant to buy a 
P13-million necklace for his mistress Laarni 
Enriquez, 

Singson pointed out in a statement that 
Estrada had claimed earlier that the check 
was payment for money owed Enriquez, who 
is known to be a jeweler. 

Singson said Estrada, through his court- 
appointed lawyer Prospero Crescini, had 
told the court during the earlier stages of 
the five-year-old trial that the Ilocos Sur 
governor had purchased a diamond ring 
from Enriquez for a certain Rachel Tiong- 

“Court records will bear me out on this,” 
:Singson said. "By issuing contradicting ver- 
sions in his testimony he is digging ... his own. 
grave 

Singson insisted that, as he had testified 
in a 2002 hearing, the P1.2-million check 
was his “contribution” for a P13-million di- 
amond necklace that Estrada's gambling 
cronies gave to the former movie starlet as 
a present: The suggestion to pass the hat 
around, he said, came from businessman 
Mark Jimenez. 

Singson said the check was from his 
Metrobank account that supposedly con- 
tained Estrada's payola collections from 
jueteng lords. He said he issued the check 
against that same account because he felt 
that the P1.2 million contribution toward a 
gift for Enriquez was too much. 

‘Then Ombudsman Simeon Marcelo, in the 
same 2002 hearing, said the check ended up 
being deposited in Enriquez' account with a 
Philippine Savings Bank’s branch in Murphy, 
Quezon City. 

In his testimony last Wednesday, Estrada 
said that of the P1.2 million gift from his 
erstwhile gambling buddy, P1 million went 
to Jacob, Estrada's son by Enriquez and 
Singson's godson: and the balance of 
200,000 was divided between Jacob's two 
siblings. 

"I was surprised. 1 didn't know why the 
amount was that big. Probably he just wanted 
to ingratiate himself,” Estrada said of the 
check from Singson. 

He said it could not have been a gift for 
Enriquez as her birthday falls on Sept. 22 
whereas the check was issued on Dec. 22, 
1999. 

Estrada said he had never seen that check 
and found out about it only after Enriquez 
told him about it. Nelson R Flores 


THe DAILY 
GospeL _ 


Friday, April 21, 2006 

Octave of Easter, Friday 
1st Reading: ‘Acts 4:1-12 
Gospel: Ja213-14 

“Jesus revealed himself to the disciples by 
the Lake of Tiberias. He appeared to them in 
this way Simon Peter Thomas who was 
called rhe Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, 
the sons of Zebedee and two other disciples 
Were together; and Simon Peter seid to them, 
"Tm going fishing” They replied, "We will 
come with you" and they went outand got in- 
to the boat. But they caught nothing that 

ht 

"When day had already broken, Jesus was 
standing on the shore, but the disciples did 
not know that it was Jesus Jesus called them, 
"Children, have you anything to eat?” They 
answered, "Nothing." Then he said to them, 
“Throw the net on ihe right side of che boat 
and you willfind some." When they had low- 
fred the net, they were not able to pull it in 
because ofthe great number of fish. 

"Then the disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, 
"tes the Lord!" At these words, "ts the Lord,” 
Simon Peter put on his clothes, for he was 
stripped for work, and jumped into the water 
The other disciples came in the boat dragging 
the net full of fish; they were not far from. 
land, about a hundred meters 

"When they landed, they saw a charcoal fire 
with fish oni, and some bread. Jesus said to, 
them, "Bring some of the fish you've just 
caught” So Simon Peter climbed into the 
boar and pulled che net to shore. It was full oF 
big fish—one hundred and fifty-three—but, 
in spite ofthis, the net was not torn. 

Jesus said to them, "Come and have breake 
fast,” and not one of the disciples dared ask 
im, "Who are you?” for they knew it was the 
Lord. Jesus then came and took the bread and 
gave it to them, and he did the same with the 
fish, 

This was the third time that Jesus revealed 
himself to his disciples after rising from the 
dead. 

Commentary 

Pater and John tell the story and imitate Je- 
sus, With power seeping out into the communi- | 
iy in them and filled with the Holy Spiris, they 
tell the truth courageously. They are a far ery 
from the disheartened disciples, going back to 
fish and finding nothing all night. Jesus walks 
the beach, invites them to breakfast, and feeds 
them. "Come children, eat your meal.” Eu- 
charis is resurrection ie and baptism experi 
fenced again in community, and when we eat to- 
iether, we are forgiven and summoned beyond 
ourselves into the Body of Christ. In the bread 
"and fish we are again made disciples, mission- 
‘aries and bringers of good news to all. 
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mu ees 
Gonzalez 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


ACCUSING HIM OF "PLAYING GOD" AND 
abusing his authority, angry womens 
Fights advocates yesterday demanded that 
Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez resign for 
“downgrading the charges against thee of 
the four US Marines accused of raping a 
Filipino woman in Subic last year, 
Akbayan party-list Rep. Loreta Ann 
Rosales said. Gonzalez had virualy al- 
loved the three Marines—Lance Corpo- 
rals Keith Silkwood and Dominic Duplan- 
tis and $/Sgt, Chad Carpenter "go 
scot free" since as mere accessories, in- 
Stead of principals, they could post bal. 
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“He made them accessories and that bail- 
able EF they post bail and go to the States, 
then thats it for the Philippines" Rosales said. 

"He is apparently drunk with power 
and playing God. He has failed not only 
to defend the dignity of the victim but al- 
So to assert the sovereignty of the coun- 
try" she added, 

‘the women's rights party-list group 
Gabriela said Gonzalez, and not Olon- 
gapo City Prosecutor Prudencio Jalan- 
doni, should resign over the latest con 
troversy to hit the celebrated rape case. 

"Gonzalez has no moral ground to say 


resign, it is him,” the group said in a 
statement, 

Jalandoni quit the case on Wednesday 
after saying he was disappointed by Gon- 
zaler's decision that effectively overtumed. 
the results of the preliminary investigation. 
he (Jalandoni) had conducted. 

"What (Gonzalez) did was a big mis- 
take, He tied the hands of the prosecu- 
tion. The (Marines) lawyers will now 
cite the legal opinion of this great Raul 
Gonzalez,” Rosales said. “He should re- 
sign.” 

‘Rosales noted that Gonzalez even ad- 
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playing God, say women’s ad 


public backlash. 

^ almost exonerated them but didn't, 
if only to satisfy the mob," Gonzalez had 
said on Wednesday. 

Retorted Rosales: “Who's he calling a 
mob? Women? Us Filipinos? He has the 
mental horizon of a chicken,” 

Lana Linaban, Gabriela deputy secre- 
tary general, said “all indications of a 
conspiracy to commit an injustice and to 
absolve the US Marines from the crime” 
pointed to Gonzalez, 

"Ever since the case started, he hasn't 
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ocates 


Gabriela also assailed Gonzalez for 
saying that the three Marines cheering 
on the principal suspect, Lance Cpl. 
Daniel Smith, during the alleged rape 
td not make them co-conspirators in the 
crime. 

“This is a downright insult to the jus- 
tice system. It’s a shame that the head of 
the Department of Justice does not even 
understand the anti-rape law and is ig- 
morant in dealing with sensitive cases 
such as rape," the group said. 

Gabriela, on the other hand, lauded 


Jalandoni is free to resign from the Subic 
rape case. Ifthere is anybody who should 


‘FALSE HUMILITY 


Bishop slammed 


By Philip C. Tubeza and 
Gil C. Cabacungan]r. 


ADMINISTRATION 


Congress yesterday called on the Church 
hierarchy to subject Novaliches Bishop 
Antonio Tobias to disciplinary action for 
his "unauthorized" apology to deposed 
President Joseph Estrada last Wednesday. 

‘Tobias went against the position of 
the Catholic Bishops Conference of the. 
Philippines and was dragging the 
Church into political controversy when 
he apologized to Estrada for the 
Church's role inthe 2001 second people 
power uprising that ousted him, said 
Davao del Sur Rep. Douglas Cagas and. 
Leyte Rep. Eduardo Veloso of the Na- 
tionalist People's Coalition 

Tt was “a show of arrogance and false. 
humility” as he was "[uying] hard to 
please Estrada on his 69th birthday” 
they said in a statement. 

“Tobias, who delivered the homily at 
the Mass to mark Estrada's 69th birth- 
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day last Wednesday, said 
he hoped Estrada would 
“forgive the Church for 
what happened to you,” 

Te was thought that he 
was referring to the major 
Tole played by the late 
Jaime Cardinal Sin in the 
2001 Edsa uprising that 
drove Estrada out of pow- 
er Tobias also claimed to 
ave been at Edsa 2, 

"The Catholic Church 
has nothing to apologize V 
for. They listened to the 
‘oie of the peopl and that 


ALES — IN 


events which eventually 
took Erap out of Malacafang 
Cagas said. 


PEOPLE'S INITIATIVE 


mitted that he could have exonerated the 
Marines but decided against it, fearing a 


Jed to the confluence of TOBIAS 


He said Tobias should be reprimanded 

by the Church leadership for “compro 

ing the position of the entire institution. 
His statement was a "slap against the 

CBCP and the Church,” he said. 


In Ma 


about his character. 


* respect him asa bish- 
op but I don't respect that 
type of character... think 
Erap 
Estrada himself does not 
appreciate that type of 

character” Defensor said. 
“Edsa 2 was not wrong, 
it was correct and it had 
basis at the time. There is 

nothing wrong with fight- 
ing against this adminis- 
tration but to regret what 

you did out of conviction years ago is 


even President 


in 2001," 
mot right," he said. 


‘with the disgraced leader. 


been helpful but instead he's been busy 
defending the accused and insulting 
‘women at the same time,” Linaban said. 


icafang, Presi- 
dential Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor said To- 
bias’ action said much 


Defensor, who is President Macapa- 
gakArroyo's informal liaison with 
Estrada, said he was in constant touch 


“He (Estrada) likes me even though T 


Jalandoni for speaking out against Gon- 
zalezs decision to downgrade the 
charges against the three Americans. 


for apology to Erap 


have never apologized for my role in Edsa 
2," sid Defensor who was one of the con- 
gressmen who set in motion the impeach 
ment complaint against Estrada in 2000. 

He said Estrada had told him that 
would apologize to him but he never 
liked this kind of people because they 
did not have “paninindigan” (princi 
ples) and "T agree with him totally” 

Veloso said Tobias should apologize 
to the CBCP and the entire Catholic 
Church for taking it upon himself to 
apologize to Estrada. 

"While democracy rules in the CBCP 
where every member is free to speak his 
ind, Bishop Tobias has no right or au- 
thority to speak in behalf of the organi- 
zation much less for the whole church," 
Veloso said. 

"The CBCP is trying to be apolitical 
and has so far succeeded in dismissing 
opposition efforts to use the Church 
against the government. But here 
comes Bishop Tobias issuing blatantly 
partisan political statements,” he said. 


Delays in signature checks seen 


By Jerome Aning 


‘THE COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS YESTER- 
day hinted at possible delays in the ongoing, 
verification of signatures for the people's ini- 
tiative for Charter change being pushed by 
several groups. 

Comelec Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. seid 
the office faced several problems most of 
them related to logistics after meeting with 
several election officers from cities and 
towns, the election agency's spokesperson for 
initiative matters, James Arthur Jimenez, told 
reporters in a briefing. 

Jimenez said he did not want to use the 
phrase “slow down" in referring to the pro- 
cess of verification and opted to state that the 
Comelec was “taking its time” in perusing the 
millions of signatures which Cha-cha propo- 
nents claimed to have gathered in support of 

the initiative. 

"We will not treat 
the verification as a 
special case that we 


Blocks unto 


have to spend time. We will verify the signa 
tures based on our timetable as elections off 
cers who also have their regular schedules to 
follow Jimenez said. 

He said local Comelec officials would not be 
pressured into prioritizing or speeding up the veri- 
caion and would do soat their "ideal time.” 

“They (the pro-Cha-cha groups) are not the 
only ones asking for attention, Comelec has oth- 
er regular functions that might suffer, We will 
do what we will need to do, Jimenez said. 

‘One of the election officers who attended 
the meeting with Abalos, lawyer Lourdes 
Ugalino of Makati City's 1st district, said the 
problems raised by her colleagues “mostly 
dealt with logistics.” 

"The chair cleared many questions; the prob- 
ems were minimal,” Jimenez also explained. 

The spokesperson noted that many election. 
officers had been busy in processing applica- 
tions from people seeking to be registered as 
voters ahead of next year's midterm elections. 

He said Abalos told the local Comelec of- 

als "not to let the verification disrupt. 


their other functions." 

He also stressed that there was no need for 
the Comelec central office to issue guidelines 
on the procedures for verification. “Whats im- 
portant for us isthe transparency of this pro- 
cess and that we do our job correctly" he said. 

Ugalino and Makatis 2nd district election off- 
cet, Melanie Lagera, whom Jimenez presented to 
reporters in the briefing, said they each received 
from the pro-Cha-cha group Akbay Pinoy a box 
containing sheets with the signatures of those 
‘who backed the initiative petition. 

Lagera said that since her office was still 
busy conducting hearings for the applications 
for registration of voters, she had not yet 
opened the box, which was the size of a balik- 
bayan box, that she received Monday. 

Lagera said she wanted the box opened in 
the presence of representatives of Akbay Pinoy, 
members ofthe media and other interested par- 
ties, whether in favor of or against Cha-cha, 

Ugalino for her part said she had opened 
the box and begun authenticating signatures, 
and opening their record books. 
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nominates 
3 to Comelec 


By Jerome Aning 


THE POLL WATCHDOG NATIONAL MOVE- 
ment for Free Elections yesterday said it had 
submitted to Malacafiang three nominees for 
the two remaining vacancies in the Commis- 
sion on Elections. 

‘Nominated were Namfrel legal counsel 
Jose Bernas; Toby Melissa Monsod, daughter 
of former Comelec chair Christian Monsod; 
and former Cultural Center of the Philippines 
president Baltazar Endriga. 

Endriga has been a member of the Namfrel 
Council since 1998 and served as the private. 
sector representative to the Comelec's Adviso 
1y Council for Automation. 

Monsod served as Namfrel's regional direc- 
tor in Mindanao and was a lead member of 
the audit team that conducted the validation 
of the Namfrel Terminal Report for the previ- 
ous election. 

‘The three were found to have the "necessary 
credentials" to serve as Comelec commission- 
ers during a recent meeting of Namfrels Na- 
tional Council, the group said in a statement, 

“More importantly they are persons who are 
known for their integrity, the very quality we. 
need in our government's poll body in order to 
have fair and credible elections,” Namfrel sai, 

Comelecs image has been tamished by the 
“Hello, Garci” wiretapping scandal, with one of 
its commissioners being accused of rigging the 
results of the 2004 presidential elections. Some. 
of the Comelec officials are also being investigat- 
ed for graft for entering into an allegedly anoma- 
Jous PL.3-bilion computerization contract. 

Nomfrel said their nominees "were deliber- 
ated upon against the required criteria as stip- 
‘lated in the Constitution, 
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Ailing Beltran headed for Heart Center | 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


RECENTLY ALLOWED TO 
transfer to a hospital 
Shotts, detained Rep, Crispin 
Beltran will have his heart 
checked at the Philippine 
Heart Center, his lawyers said 
in a manifestation submitted 
toa Makati court 

The lawyers on Wednesday 
fied a compliance report d 


Magdalo 


Jenny Lind Aldecoa-Delorino of 
Branch 137, who had granted the 
transfer req 

e Congressman Bel- 
tran is suffering from hyper- 
tensive cardiovascular dis- 
ease, among other things, he 
opts to be transferred to the 
PHC [on] wenue, Dili- 
man, Quezon City. His unsta- 
ble health condition and risk a 
of another stroke incident 
warrant that he undergo a 
cardiovascular work-up,” said 


undergo 


tran’s lawyers from the Public 
Interest Law Center. 

Beltran, 73, had been confined 
for more than a month at the 
Philippine National Police Gener- 
al Hospital in Camp Crame, Que- 
zon City, following his arrest on 


House bill seeks 
to widen scope 
of Sotto law 


IN DEFENSE OF PRESS FREEDOM, THE 
House of Representatives has passed a bill 
that would protect journalists working in the. 
broadcast industry, news agencies and Inter 
net publications from being forced to divulge 
the identities of confidential news sources. 

Ina statement issued by his office, De Venecia, 
‘himself a former joumalist, pointed out that House 
Bil 4805 would amend Republic Act No. 53, ako 
known asthe Sotto Law which was enacted in 1946 
and extends such protection to the publishers, edi- 
tors and reporters of print publications onl 

"The new bill, which was passed before 
Gongress went on recess for Lent and Easter, 
would extend such protection to broadcast 
and Internet journalists as well. 

"During these times of great challenges facing 
the nation, public information is a vital ingredi- 
ent to national unity and to socio-economic and 
political development. The role of media in na- 
on-building is clearly important,” the statement 
‘quoted De Venecia, who is abroad, as saying, 

He said the bill was intended to fill-up “an 
omission and correct an anomaly” in the present 
Jaw, which was "enacted ata time when the In- 
ternet was not even a dream and the broadcast 
media just a vehicle for pure entertainment like 
mnusic and dramas? Philip C. Tubeza. 
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At the PHC, Beltran would 
thorough checkup 


an electrocardiogra 
phy which would check his 
Pret a 


plete blood, urine, chest and 
brain tests. 

"The length of his confinement 
at the PHC would depend on the. 
test results and his doctors, his 
lawyers said 
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Feb. 24 for the non-bailable crime 
of rebellion. f 
The Department of Justice 
filed the case against Beltran and 
member 


Macapagal-Arroyo. 


leltran's trans- 


fer, his lead lawyer Romeo Ca- 
i. pulong had said in court tha 
|- “space is not a problem" at the 
PNP hospital. 
Rather, he said, it was the 
lack of facilities and specialists 
who could take care of Beltran. 
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adrinos’ blamed for delay in 2 Custom 


By Lella B. Salaverria of Customs officials were be: 

hind the postponement of two 
POLITICIANS WHO WERE reshuffles at the BOC early this 
the “padrinos and ninongs” month, Commissioner 
(godfathers) of certain Bureau Napoleon Morales admitted 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


yesterday. held in abeyance for unexplained 
reasons. 


Morales and Finance Secretary m 


Margarito Teves had ordered the In an interview at the Depart- 
reshuffles in March to be imple- ment of Justice, Morales said the 
mented in April but these were BOC was "highly politicized,” 
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of being the most modern masterplanned 
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“Teves is saying that we just docu- 
ment [their performances] so 
that we can give these to their 
padrino: and ninongs," said 
Morales. 

He said the backers included 
congressmen, and that lobby- 
ing on behalf of their protégés 
could not be avoided at the bu- 


der to justify their 
transfers to their 
politician-backers. 
“You know, cus- 
toms is really highly 
politicized. — They 
have their own back- 
em. So Secretary 


“el, we can't avoid that in 
customs. You know, customs is a 
celebrated agency of the gov- 
ernment. So we will give them 
the black and white. What Pm 
saying is... the lateral attrition 
law is now in effect. If you do 
not perform you have to go,” 
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s revamps 


Morales said. 

He said the Lateral Attrition 
Law prescribes penalties for BOC 
and Bureau of Internal Revenue 
personnel who do not do their 
jobs well. 

Teves had issued the first 
reshuffle order affecting five cus- 
toms officers who were presiden- 
tial appointees. The second order 
was issued by Morales and affect- 
5d 20 officials around the coun- 
oy 

Morales said he was waiting 
for Teves to return from an over- 
seas trip at the end of the month 
before deciding what to do about 
the postponed revamp. 
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73 Sinait Int'l 
1 to conduct 


j medical 
j mission 


j THE SINAITENIANS 
3 Incernational wili 
conduct a three-day 
d medicaldental mis- 
4 sion in Sinait, locos 
3 Surthis month. 
Sinaitenians Inter- 
national — president 
Ronnie Salvador said 
Y at least 20 doctors, 
nurses, and dentss 
j belonging to Sinaiteni- 
ans International have 
Bown in from the US 
to participate in the 
project to be held on 
April 26, 27 and 28. 
The project is being 
underaken with the 
support of the Philip- 
pine Dental Associa 
tion locos Sur and 
‘Zambales chapters. 
"The group, which is 
comprised of Sinait 
town residents who 
have migrated to the 
US, had recendy 


National Bookstores and Powerbooks raised funds for the ex- 


branches nationwide 


FOR 4 IP 


pansion of the Sinait 
District Hospital. 
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GMA is out of town 
on 'semi-private' time 


By Christine ©. 
Avendaño 
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Gorsio Coffee Lavor 


Purchase a Nestlé CHUCKIE 6-pack 250ml and scratch off the sticker to 
reveal the unique 5-digit code hidden inside. 
Type, CHUCKIE «space» 5-digit unique code and send to 2929 for Touch 
Mobile, Globe, Talk & Text and Smart subscribers. 
CHIKKA.com will send a confirmation message and ask participant to text 
in CHUCKLE «space» REG «space» name «Space age «spoce» address. 
‘More unique codes sent will earn participants more raffle entries that will 
entitle them fo win other special prizes. 
Promo period is: April 1-June 30, 2006, 
Grand draw date will be on July 15, 2006. 

Ng 


PRIZES TO BE WON: 


J) There wil only be ONE (1) grand prize winner for a trip to Islands of 
Adventure, Universal Studios in the USA. Said trip is good for a family of 
four. The winning participant has the discretion of choosing who among the 
family members will be his/her companions, 

Package Includes: 
Roundtrip air fare to Universal Studios, Economy class 
* 4 days/ 3 nights hotel accommodation 
Roundtrip airport transfers 
+ Shuttle going to chosen destination 
* Pocket Money US53,000 


Anything exceeding the given budget and/or itinerary specified shall be 
frolidered by The winner. © 4 ases 


32) A total of 10 Playstation Portables (PSPs), 20 Motorola C261 phones ard 50 spy 
3 ^ Gadget kits wil be given as consolation prizes. 


) Motorola C261 phones will be given to GMA; four (4) in South Luzon: 
‘each in Central and North Luzon: and four (4) each in North Visayas 


Raffle draw of the Playstation Portables (PSPs), Motorola C261 phones and spy gadget 
kits will be done: n ya E ede due ‘ie dronon of the premo, 
starting week of April 28. 

Winners of consolation prizes are still qualified to win the grand prize, 
Only the trip to Islands of Adventure Universal Studios grand prize is 
convertible to cash, 
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THAI AIRWAYS announces a new evening flight (TG625) every 
Wednesday effective March 29 bringing the total to 12 weekly fights 
between Manila and Bangkok 


DALY 
TG625 MNUSKK T,W.Th.F.Su 
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THAI. Smooth as silk. 


For more information, please call your travel agent or THA! reservations 
Makati 8124744 Manila 52801221225 Cebu 2405 
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Other Mechanics: 

1) Each unique code sent shall be equivalent to six (6) raffle 
entries 

2) Each — code can only be sent once per mobile number. 
Texting the same code using the same mobile number shall not 
increase the number of raffle entries or chances of winning, 

3) During the draw, there will be at least one representative 
each from Nestlé Philippines, CHTKKA.COM, and McCann Erickson 
with the supervision of a BFAD representative. 

4) Only children ages 2-12 yrs, old are qualified to join. Parents 
or egal guardians of the ild may send the unique code on behalf 
of the child provided that the child's name should appear in the 
entry. 

5) The winner/s will be notified thru text message ond 
registered mail. 

6) Winners should claim their prizes at Nestlé Philippines, 31 
Plaza Drive, Rockwell Center, Makati City. 

7) All employees of Nestlé Phils., advertising agencies and third 
party suppliers ond relatives up to the 2nd degree of consanguinity 
‘and affinity are not qualified for this promo, 

8) All employees, consultants of CHIKKA.COM and relatives up to the 2nd degree of 
consanguinity and affinity are not ‘qualified to join this promo. 

3 Al winni Lodes shall be electronically drawn using CHIKKA's random generator. 

16) Airline and hotel selection are based on availability and shall be determined at the sole 
discretion of Nestlé Philippines, Inc. (NPI). Travel restrictions may apply. 

11) All mppliceble taxes on these tickets shall be shouldered b P: 

12) Passport and visa applications are the responsibility of the winner's legal guar 
his/her companions, 

13) The winner and his/her chosen companions must travel from the Philippines to the USA 
and back together. 

14) NPI must be furnished all relevant travel documents and details required for travel 
bookings at least (4) four weeks prior to the intended date of travel provided that the 
winner has the option to redeem the prize within (6) six months from end of the promo. 

15) NPI shall not be liable for. less or damage whatsoever that the winner and his/her 
Companions may suffer (including but not limited fo direct or consequential loss, personal 
injury) as result of the trip. The winner, through his/her legal guardian, together with 
his/her companions shall Signo release, quitclaim and waiver abso)ving NPI from any 
liability. NPT reserves the right to ‘refuse to allow the winner or any of his/her companions 
to travel to the USA, if NPI. determines, in its absolute discretion, that the winner 
or his/her companions is/are not in the best mental or physical condition necessary to 
travel safely in which case the cash equivalent shall be given instead, 

16) During the draws, potential winners shall be notified by phone call and text message. 
Before declaring the winner, the respective cellular phone providers shall undertake 
the verification process of the cellular number of the potential winner. Only jotential 
winners cleared by Chikka Asia, Inc. and the respective cellular phone providers shall 


lans and 


asked to present the notification letter 


18) 


deemed final 

19) Prizes not claimed within 60 days from 
end of the promo shal be forfeited in 
favor of NPI subject to the approval 
of the BFAD. 

20)Names of the winners may, at NPI's 
discretion, be published in newspapers 
‘ond other multimedia. Winners agree 
that their names and/or photos may be 
used in posters, commercials and other 
forms of multimedia, 
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Loathsome 


UTRAGE OVER JUSTICE SECRETARY RAUL: GON- 

Q zalez's downgrading of the charges against three 

of the four American servicemen accused of rap- 

ing a Filipina seems to be concentrated more against his 

words than his actions. This only goes to show how effec- 

tive Gonzalez is as the pit bull of the administration, in 

charge of snarling and frothing at the mouth and lunging 

at the crowd, both to frighten and dis- 

EDITORIAL tract the public. After all, he is not just 

any loose cannon but an integral part of 

the legal and political arsenal of President Macapagal-At- 
royo. 

There exists, in fact, a clear division between official 
attitudes toward the case. State prosecutors, suchi as 
Olongapo City Chief Prosecutor Prudencio Jalandoni, 
believe they have adequate evidence to successfully 
prosecute all the accused American servicemen. Gonza- 
lez has decided to the contrary, and while he hasn't total- 
ly let the other three American soldiers off the hook, on- 
ly one will actually go on trial for rape. The charges 
against the others have been reduced to their being ac- 
cessories. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye has gone on record to 
say the Arroyo administration fully supports Gonzalez. 
‘That means that the justice secretary's rather loathsome 
rhetoric aside, what he has done has the full blessings of 
the person for whom he serves as an alter ego: the Presi- 
dent. 

One of the lawyers of the rape victim brought up a 
point which indicates why Gonzalez's actions have been 
met with disgust. Even if Gonzalez says there isn't 
enough evidence to prove the other accused American 
servicemen actually raped the victim, Evalyn Ursua 
points out that the three kept chanting “Go, Smith!” as 
their fellow soldier assaulted and raped the Filipina. The 
lawyer asserts that egging on a rapist in this manner is 
tantamount to participating in a gang rape. It is an argu- 
ment important enough, to our mind, to deserve being 
pursued in court. But because of Gonzalez, it won't be 
brought up when the case is tried. 

Rape is an act that is less about sex than about power 
and degrading another person. There are many kinds of 
rape, and it is necessary in cases not involving actual in- 
tercourse to consider psychological intent and the reali- 
ty that not just the sexual aspect, but the abuse of pow- 
er and degradation of another deserve investigation 
and punishment. For these are crimes against persons, 
too. 

In the end, Gonzalez will have the final say as far as 
this case is concerned, Individuals who don't agree will 
simply have to protest or, if they are officials, relinquish 
participation in the case. This is why Jalandoni had no 
honorable option other than what he's done: to resign 
from the prosecution team. 

It's important to note that none of the four accused 
servicemen are off the hook. One, as we've said, will go 
on trial for rape; the other three, as Gonzalez has ex- 
plained, will have to answer for witnessing the rape and 
doing nothing to stop it, and then abandoning the vi 
tim. There is still hope that all of them will be punished, 
though not to the extent the victim or her lawyers, 
cluding some government lawyers, feel they deserve. 

Even as Malacafiang notes that only seven months re- 
main for the resolution of the Subic rape case, the nation 
will have to continue to bear the problem of a useful, but 
often nasty and alarmingly bigoted official in charge of 
what should be the clear, dispassionate, but unstoppable 
dispensation of justice. These things require judgment. 
And if the judgment calls of an official are immediately 
put into question because of the zeal and relish he dis- 
plays in hitting back at critics, what does that say about 
his ability to inspire confidence? 

‘Again, we return to our original point: For every com- 
ment Raul Gonzalez has made that offends, it is well to 
remember that the man, his thinking and the fruits of his 
thinking have the full and unequivocal support of the 
President and the rest of the Cabinet, And that’s the 
most offensive thing of all—as well as the greatest injus- 
tice, not only to the executive branch of government but 


to the country. 


What were GMA's legal advisers doing? 


HOW LUCKY NAMAN THE FOUR AMERICAN 
soldiers accused of raping a Filipina in Subic: 
they have no less than Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez as de facto defense counsel. Gonza- 
Jez has been defending the Gis more vigorous- 
Jy than have all the listed defense lawyers. In 
fact, he has been acting like a prosecutor and 
judge rolled into one. He has already down- 
graded the charges against three of the Gis 
from conspirators to mere accessories in the 
act of rape even though, according to testi- 
monies not denied by the defense, they were 
egging on and cheering one of them while he 
humped the helpless victim. 

Usually, prosecutors file the more serious 
charge, but if evidence proves a less serious 
crime, the judge convicts and sentences the ac- 
cused for the lesser crime. But if the charge filed 
is already light, the judge cannot convict him for 
‘a graver crime even ifevidence points to that. in 
this rape case, the justice secretary no less has 
already downgraded the charges against three 
of the accused, thus assuring that they would be 
spared the execution chamber or life in prison 
incase they are convicted, prompting a frustrat- 
fed prosecutor in Olongapo to resign. Why is 
Gonzalez doing this when he is the head of the 
governments prosecution arm? "Maybe," said 
the parent of a rape victim, "he has a pending 
petition for an immigration visa to the US, just 
in case the Arroyo administration fll.” 

‘The justice secretary is the legal adviser 
ofthe President, aside from the official chief 
presidential legal adviser and the host of 
abogados de campanilla and bar flunkers at 
her beck and call. Why did they not tell her 
that she cannot legally do what she just. 
which was to commute all the death sen- 
tences ina wholesale manner? 

In commutation of sentences, the case of 
each prisoner is carefully reviewed and if 
clemency is justified, the reasons are ex- 
plained in the commutation message. A 
blanket commutation of all death sentences 
with no explanation at all on each case has 
never been done before. 


English is cool, Pinoy English 


THE LATEST SOCIAL WEATHER. STATIONS 
survey shows that Filipinos’ self-assessed profi- 
ciency in English has declined. The March 
2006 survey shows a decline in all aspects of 
English proficiency, compared to earlier SWS 
surveys done in 1993 and 2000. The latest na- 
tionwide survey was commissioned by the Pro- 
moting English Proficiency Project, a joint ini- 
tiative by the American Chamber of Commerce 
in Manila and the Makati Business Club, and 
‘was also supported by several foreign cham- 
bers of commerce involved in an EnglishHs- 
Cool campaign. 

Before I pontificate on speaking the universal 
language of the 21st century, allow me a little 
confession. When my parents enrolled me in 
first grade in Lourdes School of Mandaluyong, 1 
struggled with the entrance test because, all 
things considered, | didn't speak a word of En- 
glish. | grew up in a pure Tagalog spenking 
home, and during the exam, when the teachers 
asked me basic yes-or-nu questions, I had 
keep telling my 6-year-old brain that “yes 
meant "oo" and "no" meant "hindi." Mereifully, 
the school principal, Mr, Patricio Soliman, took 
pity on the hapless Tagalog-speaking kid, and 1 
Spent my next 10 happy and wellrewarded 
Years on the sprawling campus on what was 
then a still bucolic Shaw Boulevard. 

Many years later, when I was at Harvard Law 
School and I won coveted writing prizes, some- 
one asked casually where | learned to write in 

inglish, expecting perhaps that I would answer, 

in Massachuseris.” 1 proudly told him, " 
Mandaluyong,” (The urban legend has the leg 
endary Manila Mayor Arsenio Lacson being 
Similarly queried as he was getting off his ship, 
and shooting back, "In the boatl*) 

Tn the SWS survey, I was most interested in 
the findings on "personal use" of English, which 
T took to mean those who spoke English often in 
their daily lives, without being compelled by a 
teacher or a boss, Given a range of options, 5 
percent said they made “full use” of English, 35 
percent "fair use,” 27 percent "partial use,” 19 
Percent "no use? and 14 percent "no compe- 


As | See Ir 
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Besides, before a prisoner’s death sen- 
tence can be commuted, he must first be 
convicted with finality by the Supreme 
Court. But the cases of fully three-fourths of 
the more than 1,000 prisoners given execu- 
tive clemency are still being reviewed by the 
high court, and therefore they are not yet el- 
igible for commutation of sentence. What 
GMA just did was not mere commutation 
but legislation. She arrogated unto herself 
the legislative powers of Congress. At least, 
Mareos first abolished Congress before he 
assumed legislative powers, but Congress is 
still very much alive and licking at pre- 
Sent--although GMA and the House of Rep- 
resentatives would very much prefer the 
Senate would disappear. 

What she should have done first was to 
certify a bill to Congress to repeal the death 
penalty law. But she is doing that only now, 
after she had already committed her boo- 
boo. What were all her legal advisers doing 
before she made the error? Did she consult 
any one of them? Did Little Mike or Bunye or 
any of her numerous super-sipsips suggest it 
asa PR gimmick? Or did she decide on it all 
on her own? Did God appear to her during 
the retreat in Baguio and tell her to spare all 
the death convicts so that the government 
can save money on the drugs to be used for. 
lethal injections? 

"T think she did it to save her own skin," 
commented an opposition critic. “With all 
her sins against the nation, she knows that 
she would be prosecuted once she is no 
longer in power (as they are doing now to 
former President Esrada), and considering 
the gravity of many of her crimes, she is like- 


Passion 
FOR REASON 
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tence" in any way in English. The results also 
show that personal usage was higher in Metro 
Manila and in the Visayas than in other areas, in 
the cities more than the provinces, among the 
‘wealthier rather than poorer and, a pleasant 
surprise, more among the youth than their el- 
ders. The combined “full use-fair use" group 
thus brings to 40 percent the Filipinos who 
speak English on their own, lower than the 47 
percent that registered in the September 2000 
Survey--disappointing though not dishearten- 
ing. 

‘Other Asian countries send their youth tothe 
Philippines to learn English. English-wise, we 
are way ahead of our Asian neighbors, but they 
are swifly catching up. When 1 have foreign 
guests, they ask how they can give instructions 
to their Manila cab driver, and I say nonchalant- 
ly that they can speak in English to any cab dri 
cr and they will manage. Try doing that in 
Jakarta or Kuala Lumpur. 

As Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov famously asked: 
What Is To Be Done? The most basic is to im- 
prove the English competency of the teachers 
themselves. 

For my generation, all subjects were taught 
in English, and Filipino was used only in one. 
subject called "Pilipino" and the subject called 
Language" was actually taught in English! We 
have since reformed. Today, we acknowledge 
that teaching the basic subjects to primary 
school children in a foreign language makes no 
sense. The child has enough problems with 
‘math, and then we compound his problems by 
teaching it ina language he doesn’t understand. 
"The young ones today learn many of their sub- 
ject in Filipino, and that is only wise. 


Iy to be sentenced to lethal injection. With 
the abolition of the death penalty she would 
be spared the fate of Marie Antoinette, 

‘Let me repeat that it was an oppositionist 
who said that so you should take it with a 
grain of salt 

Exiting laws are very clear: Squatters occu- 
pying the right-of-way of government infras- 
tructure projects, like railways, highways and 
streets, buildings and the banks of rivers and 
reeks, can be ejected summarily and are not 
entitled t relocation or financial help from the 
government. So itis amazing why lawyers still 
deep filing cases in behalf of squatters on the 
right-of-way of government infrastructure pro- 
jects petitioning courts to stop the projects so 
the squatters don't have to be ejected. 

“The latest to do that is Herminio Harry Roque 
Jr on behalf ofa group of squatters and squater 
organizations who pettioned the Makati Re 
gional Trial Court to nullify the NorthRail pro- 
Jeet contract, citing the lack of public bidding 
"and claiming the project is “injurious to the 
Squaners legally occupying hectares of public 
land along the railway racks." 

Roque filed last year the same charges with 
ihe Supreme Cour, which eventually dis- 
missed the case (Roque er al. vs. Ermita et al-s 
GR No, 169773). He also headed the investiga- 
tion by the University of the Philippines Law 
Center, commissioned by Senate President 
Franklin Drilon. The Center erroneously iden- 
tified CNMEC as the prime contractor, instead 
Of CNMEG or the China National Machinery 
and Equipment Corp. (Group). CNMEC stands 
for China Narional Machinery and Equipment 
Import-Export Corp, one of the 70 sub- 
sidiaries of CNMEG, China's sich largest cor- 
poration and one of the world's top construc- 
fion companies. The Philippine government 
was orginally accused of dealing with a pre 
tender company that lacked the capability to 
undertake a mukibillon-peso railways system, 
prompting the Chinese government to issue a 
Statement setting the record straight and deny 
ing the allegations. (Tobe continued) 
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THE CELEBRATION OF FORMER PRESIDENT 
Joseph Estrada's 69th birthday on Tuesday was 
more of a politcal and judicial landmark than a 
precious personal event for him and his still con- 
siderable body of sympathizers. It revealed, 
among other things, the durability of his charis- 
ma, how much distance has been covered in the 
Judicial system by his trial on plunder charges 
since they were filed with the Sandiganbayan on 
April 25, 2001, the shifts in public opinion of him, 
and the change in the configuration of political 
forces that played roles in the collapse of his ad- 
ministration in January 2001, All this shows how 
much flux the Philippine political climate has un- 
dergone since he was deposed on Jan, 21,2001. 

"To begin with, the birthday was celebrated at St 
peters Parish Church near the Sandiganbayan. It 
was the fist time he celebrated his birthday out- 
Side his detention area since his arrest on April 25, 
2001. The previous celebrations were held atthe 
Veterans Memorial Medical Center and at his com- 
fortable rest house in Tanay, Rizal. 

"The reception table was loaded with food wor- 
thy of a feast. The parish was transformed into a 
fiesta mood for a patron saint, with fireworks, 
brass band, balloons and ati-atihan dancers. Ten 
priests concelebrated the Mass, a privilege the 
Church extended, even though itis scrounging 
for priests to say Mass in thousands of parishes all 
over the country To top it all, VIPs from the politi- 
fal sector, including his allies as well as his former 
tormentors, celebrated with Estrada. 

‘But it would be a mistake to suggest that these 
manifestations point to the start of Estrada's po- 
litical rehabilitation. Far from it, his chances ofre- 
habiltation and making a political comeback are 
as slim as the rehabilitation of Judas after the dis- 
covery of "The Gospel of Judas.” It cannot be said 
that all have been forgotten and forgiven. If we 
‘want to read the true nature of Philippine politi- 
Tal culture correcty, the worst way to do it is 
through its superficial manifestations. This is 
‘what makes Philippine politics perplexing to for- 


IPIWERE ERAP] WOULDN'T KNOW WHETHER 
to embrace or slug Bishop Antonio Tobias after 
that homily the bishop delivered Wednesday dur- 
ing the Mass held in observance of the former 
President's birth anniversary. 

"There were no reports of what former President. 
Estrada did at the close of the Mass, so my guess is 
that Erap, who is at least acknowledged as being 
‘unfailingly gracious and polite, if not exactly a 

ragon of civility and good behavior, held in his 

ings and bid the bishop a polite farewell. 

Tm not even an adherent of the ousted leader, 
but just listening to video excerpts of the bishop's 
remarks, I felt myself squirming in my seat, out of 
discomfort for both Erap's sake and the bishop's 

How would you like to be told on your birthday 
that you are and have been a sinner who broke 
‘several of the Ten Commandments and that you 
should no longer harbor dreams or fantasies of 
returning to power? 

"Then again, Erap might have felt like he had re- 
ceived the biggest birthday present yet when the 
Bishop apologized on behalf of the Catholic Church 
“for what happened to you" in 2001, even if he 
added that he and other Church leaders would 
probably do it again if the situation warranted. 

Bishop Tobias giveth, and Bishop Tobias taketh 
away—though 1 don't know in what order his 
apology and scolding were worded. But | do 
know one thing: the biggest loser at that birthday 
‘Mass was not Erap but the good bishop, who 
managed to paint himself as both uncouth and 
unctuous in one fel swoop. 

"The reminder about Erap' sins may have been 
called for, and some quarters (but not this colum- 
ist) may have thought the apology was neces- 
sary, but both statements could have been better 
phrased or more politely worded. 


STILL, the issue is not merely one of seman- 
tics or civil behavior and speech. 

For one thing, Bishop Tobias may have been 
in the right when he rebuked the former presi- 
dent about his failings, but to do so on so pub- 
Tican occasion, and one that had been planned 
toatleast give comfort to an individual and his. 


TWO RECENT DEVELOPMENTS AMONG THE 
poor of Metro Manila should worry us: their grow- 
ing hunger and their growing fear of government. 
Neither has any place in a democracy, Hunger and 
fear prevent any effective participation of the poor 
in political life, which participation, research 
shows, is critical in the country. Without the partic- 
ipation of the poor, there is no way to control the 
excesses for the powerful. Changing presidents 
doesn't alter the countrys basic power structure, 
So that litle, if anything, changes. Pull participa- 
tion of the poor will bring change. 

Surveys show that hunger is increasing among 
the poor, but what does this mean in reality? It 
means, first of all, that more than 50 percent of 
poor families now eat only twice a day—at noon 
and in the late afternoon, poor people tell us. For 
2 meal, a family of five or six may have a kilo of 
tice (P21), 10 tuyo or fish equivalent (P10) and 
gulay (P10). The exact mix of food items may 
Sary..people may eat noodles instead of 
Tice —but the total cost is nearly always P100 a 
day for that is the food budget of the average 
poor family. Family monthly income among the 
poor averages between P6,000 and P7,000. Half 
their money goes for food. The family’s P100 dai- 
iy budget means P20 or css a day for each mem- 
ber Prisoners are allotted P35 a day in the coun- 
try's national prisons. 

People who have this meager diet day in and 
day out say they are always hungry. The situation 
is far worse for the 17 to 20 percent of poor fami- 
lies who earn P3,500 or less a month. What can 
anyone eat with P10 per person per day? The fer- 
tier scandal takes on a new meaning when we 
see how little food is available for the poor. 

Further, while the increase in the cost of living 
for the whole population is about 7 percent per 
year, it is muelrhigher for the poor, according to 
Karin Scheizlg Bloom of the Asian Development 
Bank. She told this writer this phenomenon has 
been well known since 1958. The poor need their 
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Sees . OPINION 
Public opinion kinder to Estrada 


eigners and even to scholars. 

“The judicial process in his plunder case is still 
under way. On his birthday Estrada had to attend 
trial at the nearby Sandiganbayan. Estrada and 
his lawyers arrived at the courtroom an hour late 
for the 9:30 am. hearing. The justices did not 
make an issue of the tardiness and accepted his 
apologies. 

‘The case has dragged on for five years. It was 
only last month when Estrada started testifying in 
his defense, And that was a significent tum of 
events. 

Prior to that date, most of the previous five 
months were used up by delays or postpone- 
‘ments. At the very least, its fair to say that Estra- 
da's side is now being heard. And that the case is 
moving toward closure, which is important to the 
credibility of the judicial system in deciding cases 
‘without fear or favor. 

"The change of the climate was underlined by 
the complexion of VIPs who celebrated with 
Estrada. They represented a broad political spec- 
trum, ranging from former Sen. Loren Legarda, 
political allies like Representatives Imee Marcos 
and Ronaldo Zamora, show-biz personalities, in- 
duding Susan Roces, widow of defeated presi- 
dential candidate Fernando Poe Jr, Estrada's 
fim-land buddy and his nemesis, former Sen. Te- 
‘ofisto Guingona. 

"The presence of Estrada loyalists was under- 
standable, But Guingona's presence was what 
made the celebration remarkable. It was Guingo- 
na's “1I Accuse” privilege speech in the Senate that 
‘set the stage for Estrada's impeachment when the 


No turning back 
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followers, smacks of grandstanding on the 
prelates pare 

inde the bishop had wanted todo is part 
asaspintual adviser hen perhaps he could have 
done the sermonizig in private, in the confes- 
Samak provided, of course, that Erap would 
Five sought his counsel and forgiveness 

"Then foo, what right did Bishop Tobias have 
to ask Eovada's “forgiveness” for what the 
Suis aid in 20017 For one thing, the 
“Church is made up of not just the bishops and 
press but the faithful as we. Was he saying 
The was also speaking on behalf of the thor 
Sands o! the fat gathered on Edsa on those 
tet days? Did be survey the crowd and ask 
Ten if they felt soy for what hey did? 
ts ie Cardinal he Chur leader 

5 most prominent part in ging 

Yd counsel t the crowds ar Edsa Dos 

Sor passed amay, is Bishop Tobias saying the 
as Pardind wag wrong? That seems insulting 
and arrogant at best, Snee the cardi 
Sali no longer around to defend himsel And 
fas Bishop tobias taken che mantel of Church 
Tendership here so that he now feels free to is- 
sue lankeeregres over Erap's ouster? 

‘What was the point And why couldn't the 
bishop simply speak for himself without drag- 
Ring he res dl us at Edsa along with hii? 


BISHOP Tobias’ double-bladed homily illustrates 
precisely what troubles so many otherwise decent 
Fotis wiote now choosing to say on the sidelines 
in the protracted political struggle over President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, 

Eraps family and core supporters certainly want 


Hunger and fear 
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‘own cost-of-living analysis, she says. An informal 
‘study showed food prices ofthe poor rose by 21 
percent in 2005. The survey covered the prices of 
‘sugar, sardines, noodles and eggs. 

"The second ominous development isa gathering 
cloud of fear which stuns efforts to bring the poor 
into the democratic process. Many among the poor 
are afraid now to attend meetings—and not only 
those that deal directly with political change, but 
even those called to discuss happenings in their im- 
mediate lives. Recently for example, a barangay 
captain in Pandacan wamed the people living on 
the railroad tracks not to meet to discuss their com- 
ing eviction. He said it was prohibited by Proclama- 
tion 1017, and if they met, he would arrest them. 
The man later caused the arrest of Kadamay people 
who tied to hold such a meeting. 

People living on the University of the Philip- 
pines campus were invited to attend a meeting 
that would discuss Charter change. They said 
they wouldn't come because barangay officials 
had warned them not to or else they would be 
punished. People living on the railroad tracks in 
Manila were afraid to celebrate the Kalbaryo this 
year in their barangays because the Kalberyo 
Judges government actions in the light of the Pas- 
sion, and they were afraid their barangay leaders 
‘would object. The basic teaching of the Kalbaryo 
is that society treats the poor today as the Romans 
treated Jesus: in harming the poor, we harm Je- 
sus who has identified Himself with the poor. 

Much of the peoples fear is caused by baran- 
gay officials. These officials are in unique posi- 
tion to frighten poor people because they know 
what they do and their individual needs and they 
‘can punish in more personal and effective ways 


disclosure by Gov Luis “Chavit” Singson that 
Estrada had allegedly received jueteng payoffs 
was beginning to lose is novelty Now Guingona 
would lle us to believe that he had done his job 
as a senator, but that what followed was so much 
Water under the bridge. “We just became princi- 
pled adversaries,” he said. 

But this only goes to show that fortunes in 
Philippine politics and alignments are so fuid 
that former enemies suddenly find themselves 
breaking bread, When politician like Guingona 
talk about "principles its best not to believe 
them, What we should examine more closely is 
Whether institutional processes are being fol 
Towed and moving toward closure, And this is 
whatis happening in Estrada's plunder case. 

Tt was not beyond Estrada to consider that the 
political crisis that shook the Arroyo administra- 
on would result in the overthrow of er regime 
and bring in a government with which he could 
negotiate. But the case has already gone beyond 
the stage where its outcome can be negotiated. 

Public opinion on Estrada has changed over the 
past five years. Its kinder to him now and tends to 
Bite the worst things the people had thought 
about him five years earlier. Ironically President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, who benefited from the pub- 
lies hatred for Estrada, is now more unpopular 
than Esrada was at his lowest popularity rating- 

“A public opinion survey conducted last March 
showed that, on the question of the most accept- 
able person to lead the country, 17 percent of the 
Fespondents chose Estrada, and only 11 percent 
picked President Arroyo. Estrada followed Vice 
President Noli de Castro, who got 23 percent. 
This rating encouraged Estrada loyalists to claim 
that the plunder trial had not closed rhe possibili- 
tof is making a political comeback. 

Estrada's prospects for judicial exoneration 
and political rehabilitation do not lie in volatile 
and hkl public opinion. They are beer served 
by putting closure to the plunder case, which now 
appears tobe within his grasp. 


‘Sealing the election, and the harder she works to 
railroad an even longer tenure for herself, the more. 
likely this scenario seems. 

Observers have already noted how politicians 
and civic leaders who were once at the forefront 
Gf the "ousErep" movement now have no 
qualms about sharing the same protest stage with 
how supporters and even family members of 
the former president. Sois i simply a case of “the 
enemy of my enemy is my friend"? 


NOW that Bishop Tobias has so baldly laid out 
the polarized options of the post-Edsa Dos 
protesters, perhaps it's time the anti-GMA. 
movement, those who had taken 
Such moralistic stances regarding the failings 
of the Erap administration then, made clear 
Where they stand now. Perhaps they should 
‘eddress the discomfort and unease of many 
and cut and cut cleanly any ties with Erap and 


to quote 
time in 

Peopl 
today is to be for sor 1 
like truth and justice, 
the Constitution. 

“Anti-GMA leaders need to show that there is 
away forward, that despite the present lack of 
Seemingly viable names and faces, we can cre- 
‘te a new and different future if only we keep 
faith in our country Certainly, there is no turn- 
ing back, despite the fervent hopes of Erap and 
his coterie. The strongest message to be sent 
to both Ms Arroyo and Estrada is that their 
time has passed, and that the nation deserves. 
to move on, with new leadership and a new 
mandate from the Filipino people. 


than higher officials. A mayor for example, 
wouldnt even know the people on the tracks 
Were meeting. Barangay officials in Makati 
played a key role in evicting 2,800 families from 
the railroad tracks, their own people, over the 
past two months by frightening and threatening 
them. When the families were gone, the officials 
celebrated with the incentives given them by su- 
Periors. Arguments in favor of organizing, 
Democracy and free choice have little weight in 
the face of threats made by these officials. 

We shouldn't be surprised that the urban 
barangay is so easily employed by higher ups to 
control people. Weren't they established by Presi- 
dent Ferdinand Marcos for that very purpose in 
the early days of martial law? “Truly I was born a 
Sinner, in sin my mother conceived me,” the 
‘Psalmist says. He could have been speaking of the 
urban barangay. 

Asitis hard to imagine living on the diet of the 
poor itis hard for middleclass people to imagine 
fhe atmosphere of fear that overhangs poor peo- 
ple, especially those who aspire to ive as free citi- 
Tens. Top officials may not be fully responsible for 
all the excesses of barangay officials and others, 
‘ut they have unleashed the tiger and it goes its 
own destructive way. 

People working with the ADB say that China's 
elite may be dictatorial, but they make serious 
Concessions to the poor because they fear social 
‘unrest. They lament that this is not so in demo- 
cratic Philippines where there are no limitations 
fon the elite who can ignore the poor without 
repercussions. They know how to manipulate the 
poor at election time, At other times, they intimi- 
date them. 

‘Hunger and fear lie at the base of urban poor 
inaction. Hinger and fear have no place in a na- 
tion that celebrates Jesus’ Resurrection. 


Denis Murphy works with the Urban Poor Associ- 
as. 
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‘Pasintabi’ 


IN MOST LANGUAGES IN THE PHILIPPINES, WE SAY 
“tabi” or “tab abi" with a few variations such as the Tokano 
“bari bari." The message is the same: "Please step aside" Its 
away ofexcusing ourselves as we intrude into someone's ter- 
tory 

Whats so intriguing is that we are addressing the “unseen” 
here, supposedly spirits inhabiting the place. We cart really 
tell where the spirits 
are and so to be safe, 
Wwe excuse ourselves 
jus to be sure we 
don't anger the in- 
habitants disturbed 
byour intrusion. 

Filipino males are 
especially vulnera- 
bie, with thelr pen- 
chant for seeking instant bladder relief anywhere. Failure to 
excuse oneself might lead to the unseen getting drenched, 
followed by vengeance in the form of the shower-giver get 
ting sores and wounds that don't heal o, worse, a swelling of 
the offending anatomical par. 

In Jesus name 

"The practice is called "pasintabi" in Tagalog, sometimes 
translated as an "apology" But itis really more of an "Excuse. 
the, please.” Ies a way of acknowledging that certain places 
are sacred, requiring some respect. Places that elicit this feel- 
ing of sacredness tend to be the more pristine, such as thick 
forests, aver thar stil runs vigorously--in other words, any 
place that inspires awe. 

"The practice is slowly disappearing. One contributing fac, 
tor isle in the urban jungle, where nothing's sacred any- 
more, although I do know quite a few males who stil excuse 
themselves out of habit even as they use one of Bayani Fer- 
mandos pink urinals. "You never know,” says one friend, 
Wide fet not so much about the unseen spirits than about 
the electrical post possibly having stray liv wires 

"The disappearance of pasintabi reflects the way our mind- 
sets have shifted. We no longer fear nature, feeling we've 
conquered her. thought about this angle when two of my 
Protestant students recently shared views about a shift in 
this cultural practice. Evangelical pastors have encouraged a 
mew practice: as one goes through an unfamiliar area, he 
Should not say “tabi po” but should instead utter, “In Jesus’ 
name.” The evangelicals’ assumption here is that there are 
indeed spirits, and that they are malevolent, therefore one 
invokes Jesus name to tell them to step aside. 

Tm ambivalent about this new practice. On one hand, it 
tends to reflec the way we look at our position, as humans, 
45 being one of dominating and conquering nature, maybe 
ven invoking the name of Jesus as we do this. But T did get 
nother take on this practice when I shared this bit of infor 
mation during a speech at a recent conference on Popula- 
tion, Health and the Environment. After my talk, one of the 
Protestant pastors in the audience came up to me and gave 
me another interpretation: invoking Jesus name is intended 
tobe a way of dealing with one's fears. 

Fear 

Fair enough. But that observation did remind me again of 
‘our own collective mixed feelings about nature. I've written 
in the past about the way we want to think we've come ta 
dominate nature, and yet deep down, expecially when natu- 
{al disasters strike, we are really terrified by nature, Unfortu- 
merely thet fear of nature is misplaced. Instead of excusing 
Durselves as we intrude into nature, we now try to obliterate 

The disappearance of pasintabi accompanies our Bf, 
ing denial about the many ways we contribute to the de 
‘Suction ofthe environment. At the Population, Health and 
Environment conference, 1 focused on the blinders we have 
bout the link between population growth and natural dis- 
asters, Let’ look quickly atthe recent tragedy in Barangay 
Guinsaugon in Southern Leyte. There were 1,600 people 
living in 40 hectares of land. did some quick conversions 
and realized that meant a population density of 4,000 per 
Square klomerer. That's way above the already crowded 
tional average, which is 255 per square kilometer, and 
rainy for an upland area, that kind of density is suici- 
dal 

Tam not blaming the people of Guinsaugon. We should be 
examining our conscience, as a nation, in continuing to insist 
fhar there is no population problem, thar it's all right to con 
tinue to take over whatever land there is and to marginalize 
the poor and powerless, driving them to live in harm's way 
Guinsaugon reminds us hat we need to be looking at other 
Similar areas courting disaster (the summer season makes 
me think of Baguio's hillside shanty colonies). 

"The practice of pasintabi reminds us that there is room 
for co-existence, co-evolution. We can use nature's re- 
Sources, so long as we are respectful, mindful of the need 
to use these resources wisely, recycling and replacing 
Whenever we can. [can even envision a new take on the 
tse of "In Jesus’ name." Rather than seeing nature as be- 
ing populated by evil spirits, we need to see nature as à 
generous host offering us her home, with complete free- 
Som. We may feel uncomfortable and fearful at times, vis- 
{king her huge mansion, and so maybe for some people, "In 
Jesus" name" might be appropriate. But wouldnt it be 
Tidiculous now to invoke Jesus name against the host who 
has offered us her home? 

Eventually, we might be able to achieve a more sensible 
balance in the way we look at nature; less fear more respect. 
Nature and her spirits” have almost always been he ones to 
Sep aside; maybe sometimes, we too should reciprocate this 
graciousness. 
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Nature watch 

‘Todays Earth Day, so here's a little present, a nature 
watch, which 1 hope to do regularly, with some help from 
readers. 

T was surprised at how many of my friends commented fa- 
vorably on my last column, "Quiet time,” especially how it 
Zlerted them to the splendor of the trees around us. But our 
blindness to the lowering trees is another example of how 
we've lost our sense and sensibility around nature. 

A friend of mine recently sent an article about how the 
Japanese wait, each yeas, for the cherry trees (sakura, saku- 
Ta...) to blossom, a way of marking how spring has truly ar- 
rived, So concerned are the Japanese about the cherry blos- 
Soms that the government is expected to issue accurate pre- 
dictions, much like the weather, on when the blossoms are 
due, 

We don't need to be so obsessed, but I'd like to encourage 
the development of a sense of our own seasons, marked by 
blooming trees and shrubs. The yellow flame trees I wrote 
about lost their flowers over the Holy Week, a reminder of 
how ephemeral beauty can be. But we stil have the golden 
shower trees (there are some particularly splendid examples 
along Hemady Avenue in Quezon City), You might also want 
to visit the UP Diliman campus, where kapok trees near the. 
Lagoon and the Palma Hall parking lot have been “snowing” 
over the las few days. 

n a few weeks, expect UP to be covered by the crimson 
canopies of fire trees. PII try to get the word out as soon as 
they bloom, and hope other readers will alert me as well to 
nature's other dramatic shows. 

‘Tabi po. 
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LETTERS IN THE APRIL 11 COLUMN OF — We did not know ear that 
IFOURHONORABLECONGRESS- then—asitisuptothepresent. States to vote shall not be denied now $ Ramon Tulfo, he commented on Vineles is a troublesome character 
Thon mally want changes in the The last amendment to the US or abridged by the United States we the charges fled by a certain who was dismissed as an employ- 
present Constitution, theycan doit Constitution was made in 1992. In or by any State on account ofsex. would have Li Richelle Vineles against me. He ee of Padi's Restaurant before he ^ 
Inthe most prudent way Short the US Constitution has not Amendment 16 (1913). The had an ideal Con- said the complaint is believable.” worked in our family business. He 
T mci rat or. bem res in the Jast 14 Congres shal have the power © ston and we would haa bow | nearer jira even kd te Emery ask 

218 years ago, the US Constitu- years ly and collect taxes on incomes, emu kan Maa M coe ome codec to ds laid 
218 year an mended only 27 Ours has been rewritten three from whatever source derived, Gren ear pel GANG emt 
ores but never revised, The times (1935, 1973 and 1987) without apportionment among MeL TE RM ne re aaa 
Menden covering diverse since 1898. Constitutional the several States, and without re- soea e uad sere (natant ng GN 
ies such as politcal rights, amendments were also intro- gard to any census or enumera- E ba Nap ee nee 
judicial reform, economic reform duced in 1937 (women's rights), tion. Cd tinkering with the Constirurion Siete tne complainant are br. RER: SE 
Judi erm corre ofthe con. 1940 (extending the term of the’ Amendment 15 (1870) The to suit the agenda of every sitting cared, esre ong ana 
and the interpreta simply in. President and Vice Presiden), right of citizens of the United President. Good if the incumbent UU strict, Quezon City 
simon a joint rel. 1946 (pariy righ) and during States to vote shall not be denied cares for the county and its peo- 
tions of the US Congress In fact, the Marcos er. or abridged by the United States ple. e F 
Mil proposed amendments Some of the 27 amendments to or by any State on account ofrace, Tf this vicious cycle of changing you have any complaints, grievances o suggestions about the 
did not get the nod of the US the US Constitution are: color, or previous condition of the Constitution keeps on turning, Dey beard dri Ka eae os may write to the 
Congress. ‘Amendment 26 (1971). The servitude. ‘then we can only watch our Asian ivocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, 

Eres ples in the pas, there. right of citizens of the United — Most of the amendments to the. neighbors and the rest of the corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to 
were proposals to “to remove the States, who are eighteen years of US Constitution are written in word marching forward on the | Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquir- 
Mero onthe number ofterms age or older, to vote shall not be very few (mostly two) para. road to progress while our country ercom.ph a 
iN the mmber of Mr a by the United graphs. TheUS Congesshasbeen remains suckinthebackwatersof | Wii of eer or pager number or e mal their com- 
an individual may ser? members States or by any State on account amending their constitution for underdevelopment. plete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail address for 
of the US Congress would not ofage. ages. Ido not understand why the CREYS.PARADERO, | verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless 
push or even talk about the idea Amendment 19 (1920). The Philippine Congress hasn't done Violago Homes Phase 2, such information is supplied. 
‘because it was nota popular issue right of citizens of the United the same thing. Then, maybe, by Silangan, Quezon City 
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' GMA knows whata 
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she should do 3 


u 
DURING THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN i 
2004, I voted for Bro. Eddie Villanueva be- 
ause 1 believed that morality, integrity anda 
‘wisdom would bring the country out of iss 
{ry Leven openly sad to my peers, “Sana ma- 
daya na lang si FPJ para Rindi siya manalo;:11 
pero hindi ig sabihin na masama siyang tao, 
kundi dahil hindi ako a 
sangayon sa kakaya- 

kan nya” And hen VOICESON —. 
Gloria won. be 

pawan. ser: INQU.NET 5 
1o, Gar tape came ji 
ot, tewas aif had been truck lighming.1 
Sas not careful about what wished for 7 

T don't know what is keeping GMA in ofc. 
Maybe she is scared that the truth will come 
but or isi greed for power? Or she has made” 
Herself believe thar she alone can run the gov. 
pie] 

Bot her morality and integrity have deerio- 
rated. She should save what is left of her repu. 
tation before time runs out. To end this cris" 
Gloria knows deep in her heart what she 
Should do.— Hermie Sacil (via email) 


Kidnapping and corruption are like me^ 
Bonifacio and Rizal monuments: once institu 
tionalized, no amount of human effort can de- 
molish them. We might as well sing “The Im- y, 
possible Dream."—Terry Herrera (via ej 
mail) 


Te makes me sick to learn that Gloria Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo, who cheated Fernando Poe Jt, » 
‘will confer on him the National Artist Award. If : 
Poe were alive, he probably would wait for the 
next president before accepting the. 
award —Pred Villaro, California (via e-mail) 


We ordinary citizens should remain hopeful 
and positive, and observe and follow our laws. 
to prevent anarchy. (Remember May 1, 2001, 
when the opposition stirred up the masses 
which led to bloody riots?) 

Let us not think small but think global. Let 
'us ot be content with producing products that 
are puwede na but let us make those that are 
puwedeng-puwede. Let us uphold the tradition 
of excellence that was once inseparable from 
the name Philippines. Remember the Intera- 
tional Rice Research Institute? I still stands as 
the top agricultural research institution in 
Asia. 

Let us preserve the country for our younger 
ones. Our elders did it for us—Domes 
Briones (viae-mail) 


Sauna ii TA Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo has got to go, and 


tes just a matter of tie. The anti-government 
falls wil not stop and it is wise for her to 
think about the inevitable. 
‘She is not so bad as President, but Filios 
need someone better Unfortunately the poss! 
Ble successors are not so good as we would like 
them to be and they will also fall short of the 
zs people's expectations —Josear Francisco, 
asns Bahrain (via e-mail) 
eMe any 
e is always a better alternative t0 
38875 quen situation. However, the beer alterna- 
five is not always bes taken any time you 
want Some words of advice: Leave the current 
President alone Let her do her job and well 
sec what the next few years of caring re- 
forms wil produce. Six years is not enough to 
implement all the radical changes needed to 
pl che living conditions of most Filipinos. 
Tama Flipino living abroad, not by choice 
but out of necessiy: How 1 would love to go 
back to the Philippines if the opportunity is 
There. 1 am very proud that we have a Presi- 
dent who is an economist—not an actor, not a 
politician's widow, not a former military off 
ex not a former fist lady of a dictator, not a 
"liant Jerry Jones (via e-mail) 
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| novan Canis Satara Sanoa ich 
iras BASOAD2 1004. (A6) 416-21005287 0322101050117 Wise. AG) SMdGEDMES (050)475-0003 —— Le GMA submit herself to a polygraph test 
j es Gaining DN Sayan Kalookan Naal Sondoagan, Pasig S. Franois 


administered by Scotland Yard and supervised 
{015} 880-0088 6815301005 (045) 802-4205 (044) 486-7649 NG bansa B5100 641-4452 [6771 Poo Mall rhe Vien, Keep the PNE NBI DOJ, DILG, 


-Legazpi 
Non. Cuanto. Ermita Gonoral Trios LasPias Meebon San Patio {estyao082s0 | AFP and Comelec away from it, otherwise the 


Plaridel Teac. 

Mer eu itr Saiao Deae Maamso NIORT sro GM)Tsszi (O1)S624042 (04) 005270253 Ls anakan die 
Carmona Fakview  Gioriota 1 Lbs Mawopoint Quezon Cty Shanga, Tayuman LEC-Lagazpl One question to ask: Did she or didn't she 
Camo os iomo Goaan enno ires Panao em Mín PS)D | cover up the truth on Jueteng and the “Hl, 
Commonwealth Farmers ‘Harrison Plaza. Upa Meircools Riverbaris. Showroom. ‘The For Í Garci" case? ol 
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Korean shipyard project faces protest 


By Allan Macatuno 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


SUBIC, ZAMBALES— 
The construction of 
what is deemed as the 
country’s largest ship 
building facility here 
was met with protests 
by at least 200 families 
who are going to be dis- 
placed by the project. 

Residents of Sitio Agusuhin here 
formed human barricades to prevent 
clearing operations on a 220 heure. 
localongthe Redondo Peninsula, the 
site of the 23 millonsquare meter 
Shipyard here. Iis within the Subic 
Bay Freeport Zone. 

Members of the Samahan ng 
mga Nagkakaisang Residente ng 
‘Agusuhin (Samanra) expressed 
their dismay over the failure of 
Hanjin shipping company officials 
to give proper compensation for 
their houses and a relocation site. 

More than 70 houses and other 
government sructurs, inducing 
schools, have already been demol- 
‘Shed since February this yeas, accord- 
ing to Teresita Ogayon, a resident. 

"We are wiling to leave our place 
as long as they wil give us just com- 
persaon and assure us that tere 
bea permanent site for relocation 
as they have promised," Ogayon said. 

She sad some of the houses had 
been demolished after residens sold d 
them for low pros othe ors | WHERE ONCE A VILLAGE LAY MNA VAS BUEN) 
Sone n br been adiedyet | People try to live normal ives after tragedies as this farmer does, riding in his carabao pasta cross that serves as a quiet reminder that on that spot once lay Guinsaugon, a 

onstehasnorbeenreadiedyet, | goin St: Berar, Southern Leyte that was teeming vith eund a landslide brought an end toi estoce 
dents homeless. They were also 
forced to stay in their ruined 


houses while waiting obe wans JMU f d d | tart f STL i P: 
ferred to the relocation area. ys ery surrounds delay in S art o In ampanga 
Residents. placed several 

Reiens paced  stera cAMP OLIVAS, PAMPANGA— ofthecompaniesthatweregiv: “There are clear imple: oftheseSTLlcentebaldingcom- gio, In March, iha polce Tt 
greamers in the d deiade. Thesarcssinedsmalumm en licenses to operate STL menting rules and regula. panes Tac. arrested three Jueteng 
ing the "uns and deliberate de. The stare sancione mala wereowmed by Rodolfo "Bong" tons (rom the PCSO) so we | The question of Sun Coves collectors. Damay 
suction” of he papa ln TD a Pineda, beloved to be he need notcalkof anything,” he. operations has arisen from sey Manners Camiling oun AG 
a he de. dubbed as the "Wan of country’s biggest gambling said Pt displaced cobradores (co. rest for loteng, an illegal vai 
moli of three publie school jueteng” lord Me)" who, for almost a antofthejuetengand the state- 
aa meae depintar ^ Chief Supt Alejandro Le. Hesaid he could notalsotelit Delayed month now, go around several run lotto, were made in Baran- 
Strong opposition. ML Sup Meandra LE ye delay memmed fom any re. Romualdo Quinones, chiet northern vilages inthe Giy of gay Nonong in San Luis toe e 
Our keal officials cannot even rector, on Thursday confirmed sistance by displaced operatorsor of the PCSO's STL project San Fernando, the capital of Aurora and in Barangay Cat- 
assure us that children here will be the delay in the test-run, or ac- financiers of jueteng, which was management office in Manila, Pampanga, gathering bets for monin Sta. Maria town in Bula- 
aamue us thar chidren hee ee Mhel oppo of the STL in stopped inthe region since May could not also explain the de; jueteng c 

sbltoretumtoscool "sida mual operon, of the alte 2005 when -whistleblowers lay in Sun Coves operations “Weve told hat we are going. Based on due tne epope 
“ie Sacto, weder mee Pampanga bal a cimed dur close reves of in Pampanga, the Presidents to be hired for the ST But we ueteng, ar Pepercd am 
“Tension gripped the area afterthe posed to work as an antidote to President Macapagal-Arroyo home province. Her son, Rep. have not been called to a meeting “negative” in Angeles City and 
cram li aris poderi ai riae: wer among the games proce: Juan Miguel Mikey Arroyo, ot ied, iahon, adh in Bataan wheres 
FomiheSpecal Aconfoce. game. tor dum diu une second dis. Wied like to be employed again, test run during the same peri- 
a ee ham slo de. "The operator has not coordi- ^ Various estimates placed the trict although legally now through od 
pia fm do dE eon ke plier he placed employers im e m. lake Tahoe Gaming Cop STL” a cobrador oi the Moun- Mant pla ada habi 
Vice Gov. Ramon Lacbain Il ap- said of the Sun Cove Corp. that gion at over 100,000. and Sunset Bay Research and rx. raids in the City of San Fernando 
las go Ramon jaan Ta ad of e Su CN P TII, À Lapinid ruled out repos that Markering Group were operat AE STL, ie, de solution to md Sr Tomas town, Ako Ib 
dedfranamblesdenen: In March e gateowaed theSTLopersornesiedosetle ing on schedule In Angeles Ciy jueteng, why has it nt samed Pampanga 

seca Pumari O Chery Sweepstakes the terms of sharing with here. and Bataan, respectively, he employing W?” he aka. However, field reports said 
forced demolition but only dis- Office. gional Philippine National Police, said. ‘As the STL remained non-ex jueteng was being run in a 
feed demon bur ony die Offis. pe se organin. fn arangerent tat pond ino, he denied repons that _ istent in Pampanga now, police Tore, ubra pp Centrai 
houses ave been boughtand paid ing” he said: an arangement that repo suspected Jueteng lur Rodolfo reports showed tatjuetengop- „ Tonette Orejas, PDI Central 
ior eKoreansppighnm. “Sources had said that some. before. Der ia owned any or all erations were inactive in there... Luzon Desk 


fi He CANCER-CAUSING i f 
d QUA Water district told to replace asbestos pipes 


By Dear Carito MASIN CHY-SOUIHERN when he leamed that he MWD Funds, Mercado replied: "We Alfani were said that 
PbiNorhers ason Bureau y MAS CITY SOUTHERN way ka of sess pipsin have o funds for Ke repace. every time they had money to ink 
[Ji aa e ai wes dames t tees waer synem: men? prove te wate tm they E 
LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET— feplace its asbestos pipes, saying “Is (asbestos) carcinogenic. — Alejandria said he had records placed the existing pipes with 
Cordillera farmers had gotten these are carcinogenic. Cancer is the number one cause that showed cancer was only the polyvinyl chloride (PVC) pipes. 
used to wearing rubber boots — NATUN But Gaudencio Alejandria, of death in the city and it may number four cause of death in He said he wanted to replace 
wine lending o thelr ve j dui, Genere is Piden mgl 0 de wih 1 the ciy, onary to the claim ofthe asbestos pes because tbese 
poros Maasin, Marar Dime om Moradeiüehquam ^ Merado, The most common of easily break 
But Intemational Rice Re- funds to immediately replace He said he could not under- these, he ‘added, wasbreastcan- Alejandria said they would re- 
seid patte (RR soe se pipe sand why tee pipes were nor cr place d San abet pipe 
in Los Baños, Laguna, said while He, however, said he did not replaced when the use of as- ‘The pipes had been there since money was already available. 
the boots give comfort and pro- see anything wrong with using bestos material had been the 1960s, Alejandria said, "GI "Maybe by the end of this year, 
tection, farmers must regularly asbestos pipes. “Unless it is in- banned. pipes were unavailable at that we could replace it,” he added. 
wash them as their soles and haled, asbestos is safe.” ‘Asked if he could use his Prior- time and if there was these were Jani Arnais, PDI Visayas Bu- 
‘edges could become means of Mercado said he was surprised ity Development Assistant too expensive.” reau 
Eg pubepem ar die. will ater afer or es the 
mei mnm pln shes a 
mao | maset. wo Palace tells B ff foes to start 1 bby 
niaii muss. Palace tells Baguio flyover toes to s 0 
WM erica gene Universis hus rece Man : 
Hali mdeniwrae Ulm we GT. GUO CTY- MALAGASANG bot ma fan de Ds Cul m inl Dn eleet 
Grm nib pe wen smi ten eas BA Sae amie e facem DPWH as ma mw Doe eie Pelear 
sied and modi become po, fames man Son Ncr Ron reks su them: rc lee mae ine S 
way hazardous moving, boons aee So Seep haval ofa ciy can sup les Biero jua iyoree So the Palace sugzested tat 
? mawalang and. ndaw Stone ipower former amio Mayor Vi. he Mars Hay and ore fez mono, ipt 
Que rtu eins ere neri Mai, NG son Road, both mor seem instead an intense lobby lea 
The unr ohne mi: data moha, Presidant  Macapagal-ae; fv CSC ihe and murum use RT eoi. ee NG of tie po 
aabante banal he avis, ss ae e soy jant yenn ued Ge cnr Leonora San Ay meet at png Met cl A erro 
pee Soe eee ante roo dast yar raed eer eel lare BOn pick. bagi, Genem Hota aad jen he old reporters ere on 
Cana cn) and bagi mito ans Highways to realign funds ded the Marcos Highway} dur. Maloney Mond. 
wur oque. es srl wer pero Mo Ned. TDPWicarler introduced Deen, ae Saee 
e ied aae rus iem d 9977. Defence Cat here rw he tan Yel UMTS mte je, ene 
he undead soil in the aware of the provine? tors, on in savings Ief from thee Hon a yeni es Highway in Ing te counti endorsement 
wes des ny nda vee AE Milan of Mars. Tedvesold umes ave Rei Mie wel as ke. tase 
pathogene tae could tie soll care witha Mama aiea Highway, o iaa haa an. Re highway and Kennon Rond: Mave a legal basis for rethinking 
causing microbes” eis oi more or ea Mt, auf or ath Sice 20 because de pois BRA cec eo do (yr nta lt 
a E La Eus rate eof Pa. pale the agency to drop tis Cabra, PI Northern Luzon 
structions could not be fulfilled area, project. Bureau 


LUCENA CITI—COMMUNIST NEW PEOPLES 
Army rebels operating in Bicol and Souther 
“Tagalog lost a total of 143 cadres las year, the 
top official of the military's Southern Luzon 
‘Command based in Camp Nakar here reported 
yesterday. 

Lt. Gen. Pedro Cabuay Je, Soleom chief, 
claimed the figures represented the total 
number of guerrillas killed in combat or cap- 
tured by government forces in Southern Lu- 
zon. 

Cabuay said 782 NPA regulars and civilian 
allies surrendered as a result of the peace 
and reconciliation program of the govern- 
ment. 

"The military oficial sad the figures were 
based on updated reports of the military in- 
telligence, combat and civibmilitary ser- 
vices. 
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AE 
Solcom reported that 88 villages under the NY 
control or infiuence of the Communist Party 
of the Philippines in Southem Luzon, had 
been “de-influenced” as a result of sociocivie 
and military operations. 

‘The military claimed that based on its latest 
count, a total of 118 assorted firearms were 
seized from the insurgents in the two regions, 
long deemed bastions of the revolutionary | 
movement. 

CPP spokesperson Gregori 
Rosal scoffed at the military fig 

"The figures were all drawings, products of 
the propaganda milis of the enemies. They 
were all part of the prevailing quota system in 
the military. Feeling the pressure, most offi- 
cials in the field resort to fakery of statistics,” 
Rosal said in a mobile phone interview. Delfin 
Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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[lover the word, the hospitality business is booming. And HRM and Tourism are two hospitality business courses that meet the demand for people 
tained in hospitality management. HRM and Tourism are two business courses offered at ABE which open its graduates to the many, 


many job opportunities here and abroad. 


Degree Programs BS Business Administration + BS Hotel and Restaurant Management + 
BS Tourism + BS Accountancy BS information Management 

Diploma Programs (TESDA Programs) Diploma in Financial Accounting * Diploma in 
Business Economics + Diploma in Business Management + Diploma in Hotel and Restaurant 
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HRM Training on: Bartending.» Table Setting- 15 new students. 
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ABE also offers two new short courses: 
» English Proficiency Program for Call Center Representative 
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SEA CREATURE 

Aboy watches from a pile of bamboo poles ~ 
before he decides to jump into the lolo Rivas 
fora swim with friends to fight off the heat of 
the dry months. pi 


NG 
ROUNDUP al 
Runway repair urged no 
COTABATO CY Narepraton ofl were asked 
Tuesday to stt the long-delayed rehabitaton ofthe sirt 
runway of Maguindanao's Awang Airport. At present, uz 
landing ara carrot pebbles and sand rane fom nt 
Teruways expat pas. Maguindanao Rep. 
‘Smeon Datumanong s Pe rerabiltaton would hne 
teen partot he unused Asian Development Bana 
‘program tor airport projects in Luzon and Mindanao. 
Daumanong sad the oan agreement had been can- ny 
cae because cfe govemments ao to provide Kf 
alent He said the Deparment ot Transportation and 
Gommonicatons revived the rehabiltation pian by asie 
ing Congress to provade an toa P25 milon lol 
dbi budget But he sad the DOTO had yet to 
‘start the work. Datumanong said if the project was de- ^ 
ayed further, he would call on DOTC officials, including "t 
Secretary Leandro Mendoza, to explain. Nash Mauna 
PDI Mindanao Bureau = 


Soft drinks plant robbed 


CAMP DESO SLANG, 

San Femando Cty At 

teen men n tack poce 

unions and buleiproot 

Ves bared early Mon- 

sy into a soft driks plant 

in Rosario, La Union and 

took more han Pion 

in cash and checks: Polce 

Sad he men aried ina 

Back Isuzu Trooper atthe 

Pepsi-Cola parti Barangay Udan at about 1:20am ff 
cet them oid the guard rt his group was spect 


the previous day j 
Peter La. Julian, PDI Northern Luzon Bure 


5 drown in Isabela 

ILAGAN, tabata--Fve people drowned on Black 
Saturday in separate places in Isabela, belated po- 
fice reports sad. The victims were Emmagrace 
Berras, 53: her daughter Vanessa, 15: and grand- 
daughter Joy. S, of agan town; Bevery Rivera, 
$4, ot Angadanan town; and Ma. Rica Teresa Gard, 
ot Santiago Gy The Berras g's were swimming: 
ihe Pacanauan River when hey were swept 
‘way by strong curent Emmaprace tried to save 
{hem but also drowned. Rivera drowned while tak- 
ing bath in the river in Barangay Alangigan in An- 
adanan, while Garcia drowned at the Bata Nagas- 
Sican River in Santiago Ciy. Vilamor Visaya r, PDI 
Norther Luzon Bureau 


Cooperative exec killed 

CAY OF MALOLOS—An fil ot a cooperative here 
was shot and kiled by urideriad men in Barangay 

avaro in Meycauayan on Monday polce said. Menel 
Madata, 50, of te San Pablo Mule purpose Coopera- 
the and watchman in Barangay San Pablo, as ring 
‘oma motorcycle in Meycauayan when he was satin 
the haad and chest Sources rom the cooperative sad 
Madata had ater suwwed a recent assassination at 
lemon Guiguinto town. Polce have yet to determine 
ifthe victim was ld because of his work as cooper- 
ane ofl or as vitage watchman. Carmela Reyes, 
PDI Cana Luzon Desk 


Arson suspect’s sketch out 
LEGAZPI CITY Thé Bureau o Fre Protection has re- 
leased a sketch of one of ne suspected arsonists bo- 
hind e seres o res her. The sketch was based on 
Te exception gen by reo wanesses worin n the 
tut esabtshment, Mayor No Pos announced. 
50.000 reward for those who can dry and capu 
fhe suspect Chef Insp. Gibert Dolot, cy re marsha, 
Sá ho BFP ed forces wh tho Natonal Bureau of 
estan, ne polos and re Amod Forces n sov- 
ing wakas. Ephraim Apri PDI Southern Luzon Bi- 
ra 


Aklan awardee 

FORMER Assemblyman Jose Tumbokon has | 
been named Outstanding Aklanon Awardee for 
Publi Serie in tha provinces SOL year cole- 
ration on Apri 25. Gov. Carito Marquez an- 
nounced that the seloction was committee's dec 
sion. Tumbokon' award caps 50 yers of public 
Service, Ho started his career as messengor, rose 
{trough tne ranks and served as chist ot otica 
before he became assemblyman and presidental 
adviser. He was appointed minister of state of in- 
formation and offici spokesperson of tho Imar- 
im Batasan Pambansa and tno Kilusang Bagong 
Lipunan during the Marcos regime. 
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Most campus crimes involve rape and fraternity-related violence 


By Alcuin Papa 


THE MAJORITY OF CRIMES 
committed by students in Metro 
Manila last year involved rape 
and fraternity-related violence, a 
civic group said yesterday. 

Citing statistics from the Philip- 
pine National Police, Arsenio 
Organo, chair of a group called 
Pugad Lawin, said 28 of every 100 
reported crimes committed by stu- 
dents involved rape and 35 were 
related to physical injuries. The 


Fil-Am starts LIFE, vows to plant 1M t 


Fromage Al 


x LIFE will develop modules detail- 
ing the value of the project and the 
proper way of planting and caring for 
various tree species, including man- 
groves, for distribution to its stake- 
holders. 


200,000 trees a year. 
LIFE is aiming for 200,000 trees a 


year, 

A backyard, a subdivision, a park, a 
private resort, a mountain, denuded 
forest land—any open space that is 
not prone to logging or commercial 
use of timber—are sites being consid- 
ered by LIFE. 

The group is also seeking commu- 
nities chat are sincerely interested in 
saving their natural resources, Euse- 
bio said. 

La Salle intends to transfer respon- 
sibility over the project to the com- 
munities after three years, 

“We need more than a million 
trees, For our part, we just want to be 
able to look back and say we planted 
‘a million and we did it for Mother 
Earth,” Eusebio said. 

The man carries the burden of do- 
ing something for the planet right in 
his homeland. 


US environment agency 

“1 worked for a polluter for 10 
years said Eusebio, recalling his 
stint inthe chemical industry in the 
United States after receiving his 
masters degree in chemical engi 
neering from the Massachusetts In- 


"TRICOM, TRICOM DYNAMICS, INC. 


balance involved petty crimes like. 
theft, acts of lasciviousness, van- 
dalism, etc. 

"We believe these cases of 
physical injuries involve fraterni- 
ty-related violence. But we are al- 
so concerned with the number of 
rape cases,” Organo told re- 
porters at a news forum in Que- 
zon City. 

Organo said his group had not 
been able to obtain statistics on 
drug-related crimes 
students, but "we have a feeling 


too. 


involving 


il 


LIFE staff members teach barangay oficial 


compass and GPS for profiling. 


stitute of Technology. 
Eusebio then spent the next 30 
years with the US Environmental Pro- 
ion Agency (EPA). He was head of 
ientists developing pollu- 
tion control devices with the National 
Air Pollution Administration, 
EPAs predecessor. 

When the EPA was created, Euse- 
bio was assigned to its regional office 
and spent most of his years in Wash- 
ington D.C., developing regulations 
and federal environmental programs 
for the states. 

Soon Eusebio flew to Indonesia to 
do various environmental projects, 
including saving Lake Tondano, and 


the numbers here will be h 


Organo's group is involved in a 
new program aim 

campus violence by organizing 
students. The undertaking, called 
Student Crime Prevention Net 
work (SCPN), 

partment of Education, the Na- 
tional Police Commission, 
partment of Interior and Local 
Government, the Commission on 
Higher Education and other civic 
groups. 


ih, 


at curbing would br 


organize 


that 


PA 


Dr Lilian Enriquez of the 
CHEd-National Capital Region 
told the forum that the SCPN 


and school officials together to 


dis in schools throughout the 
country. The councils will ensure r 
ipuses are “safe, secure, 

peaceful and conducive to the 
physical, mental and emotional 
‘well-being of students.” 

‘Among the duties of the coun- 
dis are reporting crimes, formu- 


rees 


parents, students 


e-prevention coun- 


coholism and drugs. 


are just a 


tion, LIFE chose one of the 24 sub-basins—the 
Lumban-Pagsanjan sub-basin. 

LIFE has trained the barangay leaders of 
Lumban to profile their barangays. With a 
compass, a line meter and sometimes a global 
position system (GPS) device, the officials, 
housewives and fishermen surveyed their ar- 
eas for the barangay profile map. 

The maps will be used for the natural re- 
source management plan and help the baran- 
gay leaders identify and address the causes of 
frequent problems in the community. 


lating prevention programs and 
holding information drives 
"Students are most vulnerable 
to cries. So they should take an 
active role in crime prevention, 
Enriquez said. She said that the 
councils would target fraternity- 
ed violence, incidences of 
pornography, homosexuality, al- 


While she said that there 
had been crimes perpetrated 
by teachers on students, these 
“handful.” 


lamented that there was a lack 
of training of teachers in val- 
ues education. 

Virginia Silvestre of the 
DepEd-National Capital Region 
said efforts were under way to in- 
tegrate crime prevention into the 
basic education curriculum. But 
she pointed out that other mod- 
ules like solid waste manage- 
ment, drug education, reproduc- 
tive health and HIV education re- 
quired equal time and space in 


She  thecurriculum, 


The profile maps show the fishpens, hand 
pumps, houses, plantations, ricefields, pig- 
geries, churches and other landmarks in the 
barangay. 

“This is the thrust of LIFE: To bring educa- 
tion to the barangays, to people who may nev- 
er have entered a classroom but who know 
life all too well,” Eusebio said. 

"The satisfaction is in seeing people who 
know nothing of what you do, holding them. 
by the hand and seeing them become ex- 
perts," he said. 


i "hs 


Pandacan, Manila, how tousea 


other consultancy jobs. He, however, 

found himself looking to do more. 
"Tve earned many dollars doing re 

pons 'h 

‘cause you don't have the people who 

will do it,” Eusebio said. 


Pilot project in Lumban 

Returning to the Philip 
the prodding of La Salle 
Luistro FSC, the man found the peo- 
ple he needed in angays of 
Lumban, Laguna. 

ams 16 barangays are the pi- 

lot project site 
tershed. Building on its br 


pook Computer 


Visit us at Glorie' 


‘on April 
Toshiba Noteboo! 


The Largest Home Depot 
in the Philippines 


+ Spanning in an unparalleled 64,000 square-meter floor 
area that extends from Roxas Boulevard to Macapagal 
Avenue and the on space framed structure in the Philippines. 
+ 5,000 sq.m. of DALY. (Do-It Yourself) Center is already 
leased out. 8,600 sq.m. of the total 16,200 sq. m. of the Home 
Depot area is also leased out. Limited slots stil available, 

+ HKSP is inviting establishments that offer products such as 
fumitures, construction materials, bathroom and kitchen 
fixtures, home fumishings and ENERGY SAVING LIGHTS. 

+ HKSP invites restaurants that serve international cuisine 
such as American, Italian, Filipino restaurants. 80% of area 
allotted for food establishments have been leased out, 


LIMITED SLOTSAVALABLE. RESERVE NOWI 


+ HKSP will partly open soon. 
CMLUSATS322899 — A. 
832-9479, 834-8899 E HK SUN PLAZA 


LOOK FOR Ron, Karla, Anne 


ita Activity Center 


22 and 23, where the latest 


jk Computers will be 


on sale at special prices. 


Metro House Bulldng, 345 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makali Ciy + Tel. No.: 890-8525 to 32 


Por OT NCR Pam ho 2577, Sacs 12005 
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2 Filipinos ‘admitted’ Saudi slays, says DFA 


From pagel 


Filipinos as “accessories” in the 
gruesome crime. 

The alleged accessories were 
also being held by Saudi police, 
who at one point had taken in 
up to “52 Filipinos” for ques- 
tioning, the DFA said in a state- 
ment. Of the 52, six were won 


"The DFA said that of the six 
people who went missing, three 
were confirmed dead while the 
others were among the Filipinos 
who were rounded up. 

The three who were mistak- 
enly reported as missing were 
im good physical condition 
when found in detention by 
consulate officials 


‘The DFA continued to withhold 
the names of those arrested and 
of chose declared missing. 


Meeting with investigators 

Philippine Consul General Pen- 
dosina Lomondot was scheduled 
yesterday to meet with Saudi 
Yestgatots for the identification 
ofthe body pars 

‘The Philippine consulate in 
Jeddah said up to 52 Filipinos 
"had been detained by police as 
April 17. It was not immediately 


held as of yesterday. 

Human body parts inside black 
garbage plastic bags were found 
in Sina'alayh district south of Jed- 
dahon April 4. 

The discovery led Saudi po- 
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lice to pick up a large number of. 
Filipino workers in the city. An 
Inquinen source in Jeddah earli- 
er estimated that.more than 
100 Filipinos, including bu 
nessmen, were held for ques- 
tioning. 


‘Saudi ambassador summoned 
Earlier yesterday, the“ 
rest" inthe cit Xed the DEA 
to summon the Saudi ambas- 
sador over human rights con- 
Ambassador Mohammed 
‘Ameen Mohammed Wali mer 
with acting Foreign Secretary 
Rafael Seguis, who conveyed the 
concerns of President Macapa- 
gabArroyo over the arrests. 
Seguis also said that the Philip- 


pine consulate should be granted 
access to the detainees in accor- 


‘The DFA statement was silent 

the possible motive for the 

gs. Earlier, the INQUIRER 

id members of the Fil- 

ipino community in Jeddah 

lined to believe that a 

r over the illegal drug 

trade could have been behind 
thecarnage. 


Drugs lottery and liquor. 

The consulate said the man- 
hune for the suspects was con 
ducted alongside an investiga- 
tion of drug trafficking, under. 
ground lottery and illegal con- 
sumption of liquor. 


A report early this week in the 
Arabian daily Okaz said one of 
the suspects revealed where the 
vici bodies. were 
dumped—an area called Indus- 
trial City in southern Jeddah. 

The report added that the re- 
covered of body parts bore signs 
oftorture. 

‘The murders, the paper said, 
were carried out ina house inthe 
Ghulail District east of the Jed- 
dah-Metca highway. 


Updates 
Malacafang said it wanted to 
‘ow the whos and whys of the 
crime 
the rest of the Filipino 
people, we all want to know 
the motive and identify the 


Stove fueled by *tuba-tuba' launched in Leyte 
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oil stove for over a year now, said 
the new stove was not only user- 
friendly but efficient and afford- 
able, 

‘The stove cooks food faster 
than traditional stoves. "It takes 
only about 20 minutes to cook 
rice with the oil plant stove, while 
with a kerosene stove this usually 
takes about 30 minutes,” Balaga 
said. 


Launching 

A single-burner plant oil stove 
costs P2000, while a two-burner 
costs P3400. But the stove's local 
distributor has been selling the 
Stoveara 25-percent discount un- 
til the end of the month, while 
those who joined the field test of 
the product like Balaga were giv- 
ena 50-percent discount. 


Protos was officially launched 
in Leyte on April 6, with German 
Ambassador Axel Weisshaupt, 
BHS officals and experts from 
Germany in attendance. 

Also present were Leyte Repre- 
sentatives Carmen Cari (Sth dis- 
trict) and Remedios Perilla (Ist 
district), Gow Carlos Jericho 
Petilla, LSU president Dr. Pacien- 
cia Milan and regional directors 
of government agencies. 

BHS officials said that aside 
from providing people with a low- 
cost stove and livelihood opportu- 
nities, Protos could help some 2.5 
billion people worldwide who still 
cook their food over open fires. 

Millions die every year as a re- 
sult of indoor pollution caused by, 
among other things, open-fi 
cooking, according to the World 
Health Organization. 

Oil from plants burns without 


harming a person's health be- 
cause it is carbon dioxide-neu- 
tral, according to BSH officials. 
Another environmental prob- 
lem that the new stove could a 
dress is the cutting of trees. 
estimated that a family could use 
upto two tons of wood per year. 


Sustainable development 
Claus Peter Hutter, president 
he international foundation 
European Nature Heritage Fund 
(Euronatur) that helped fund 
the development of Protos, said 
the BHS plant oil stow 
contributes to publie 


He said Protos was a good ex- 
ample ofa tangible, concrete con- 
tribution of a private corporation 


ind inspiration in the 
beauty all-around you... 


Lush greens, wide open spaces. 


Experience fine livir 


matures loving care. 
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Sun Valley Estates Bray. Inarawan, Antipolo City * Tel. No. 681.8240 + Mobile No, 0906.4699896 
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to sustainable development. 

The field test for the stove was 
undertaken 
‘November 2004 
with dhe Leyte State University 
(LSU), a partner of the BHS, over- 
seeing the testing. The test cov. 
ered some 100 households and 
small restaurants 

Results ofthe tests showed that 
users liked che stove. 

‘The introduction of Protos in 
the province has provided liveli- 
hoods to people marketing t 
stove and to those involved in 
production because most of its 
parts are locally produced. BHS 
produces only the “technically 
delicate” stove burner 


Oil processing center 

The production of plant ols for 
the stove is also providing addition 
alincome to some local farmers. 


In Barangay Giabu, about 20 
kn from Baybay town proper, the 
Ciabu Primary Multipurpose Co- 
operative runs a small-scale oil 
processing center whose financ- 
ing comes mostly from the LSU- 
based Plant Oil Technology Cen- 

Representative Cari and Bay- 
bay Mayor Carlos Cari funded the 
project while cooperative mem- 
bers provided free labor. 

"The center, which has a capaci- 
ty to produce about 130 li 
dil per day, is selling coconut 
to users of the stove for P12 per 
“lapad” (350 ml boule), P28 per 
liter, P100 per gallon and P500 
fora S-gallon container: 

The price is lower than 
kerosene, which sells for at least 
P36 a liter, and refined ol, which 
is retailed at P35 alter 

meters from the baran- 
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suspects involved in these 
gruesome [murders]. The gov- 
ernment shall continue to 
work closely with the Saudi au- 
thorities to ensure that do 
stone is left unturned in the i 
vestigation,” Press Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye said in a state- 
ment 

He assured the public of up- 
dates on the case. 

“As President Arroyo has ih- 
structed, the public will be up- 
dated every step of the way. in 
the meantime, we appeal to the 
media and other sectors con- 
cerned to refrain from speculat- 
ing and await the final result of 
the probe,” Bunye said. With a 
report from Gil C. Cabacungan 
Jr 


gay proper of Ciabu, the coopera- 
tive has a plantation of Jatropha, 
which is locally known as "tuba- 
tuba,” another source of plant oil. 

The Department of Energy is 
encouraging the planting of Jat- 
ropha as part of its measures to 
cushion the impact of record 
world oil prices. The PNOC Ener- 
gy Development Corp. said the 
Plants 37-percent oil content 
could be used as a substitute for 
diesel fuel. 

"The demand for alternative 
renewable energy sources is 
growing rapidly particularly in 
developing countries, where cost- 
effective energy is critical for 
poverty alleviation and economic 
development said Leonardo 
Sibbaluca, regional executive di- 
rector for Eastern Visayas of the 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources. 


Kota Kinabalu — 


nG 


Kuala Lumpur 


© Booking Period :18-30 April 2006. 
Travel Period :15 June 2006 -24 March 2007, 


FRIDAY, APRIL 21, 2006 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Palace orders immediate 
implementation of ID system 
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|U N THE KNOW | 
Unified multipurpose ID system 


INAPRIL 2005, President Maca- ‘The data tobe collected for 
pagal-Arroyo signed Executive the national 1D card include the 
Drdor No. 420, which requires holder's name, home address, 
allgovernment-ownedand-oon- sex, picture, signature date ot 
troled corporations to steamiine birth, place of birth, marita sta- 
and harmonize their identtication tus, names of parents, height, 
Systems.” weight, prints of two indexi 
Fhe EO providos guidelines gers and two thumbs, any 
tortne adoption ofa "united prominent distinguishing fea- 
mulipurposeióentfiaionsys- tures like moles, as well as tax 
fom tor government” by all gov. identification number 
ernment agencies and GOCCs Thesigning ofthe EO came in 
Chat issue ID cardstotheir — — Sewakeofa Social Weather 
members. Stations survey saying that 6 
Milan groups opposed the  outof 10 Filipinos approved of a 
Eo tearing thatanational 1D national ID system because it 
System would amount to va... would combat terrorism. 
Sion ef privacy, violation ofhu- Earler pushed by then Presi- 
man ightsandcurtallmentof dent Fidel Ramos as part ofthe 
civ bert Governments security and 
hosepushingforthees- — eaunternsurpency measures, 
tablshmentof anational iD the proposal ora nationa! 1D 
tystembeleveitwil reduce system was shot down bythe 
fhe costs of having multiple 10 Supreme Courtin 1998. 
cards and of the maintenance The tribunal uted that the 
Gf redundant databases, make system posed a "clear and pre- 
government transactions more sent danger" and would violate 
5 "e Convenient, and helpinanti ha right to privacy guaranteed 
For people in gov't’ Crime and antiterrorcam- by the Constitution. Kale Pe- 
in Lapulapu Ciy, Executive ' palgns droso,PDI Research 
secretary Eduardo Ermita said = zc 
the Mg courts decision did mot ernment sich as applying for 
Se eae CIMA RR DUM Lr 
ernment had intended een 
“The national ID sustained "Swe are now seeing the grad- 
by the Supreme Court is really ia] rise of a police state and the 
forthe moment tofacilitatead. Was af the real Orwellian 
ministrative aspects for people Sye Branner treedom-oving d. 


in the government, especially 
PNOC EXPLORATION CORPORATION 
LE Stren Co aaa retos pi notions 
PNOC fa 


in transacting business with 

the government said Ermitas 

Sho was acending the tres 

day international conference vert ba 

on counterterrorism. — 
He emphasized the impor- INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO RE-BID 

tanse ot anaiona ID systemes. | rectmgmies 

E a 


pecially in the fight against 
criminality, insurgency and ter- 
ang nn send ah pn crt tro perde cani aut 
SE ahs NU 
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Aussies launch aid program 


DAVAO CITY—THE AUSTRALIAN 
{government yesterday launched a 
fnultimilion-dollar aid program 
to help disadvantaged children in 
the South. 

Called “The Children Friendly 
Movement the ive year $17-mil 
Tion program is being funded by 
the Australian Agency fr Interna: 
tional Development (Ausaid) and 
un jointy with the United Nations 
Children's Fund (Unicef. 

"The program wil focus on 10 
local government areas on the is- 
lands of Mindanao and Samar. 

‘ithe Ausvalan Goverment 5 
pleased to continue its partners 
Mh Unicef in promoting the wel 
fare of Filipino children,” Australian 
Ambassador Tony Hel said. 


"We have been partners since 
1989 and this new Australian 
funding reaffirms our commit- 
ment to helping the Philippines." 

Australia has been the largest 
donor to Unicefs country pro- 
gram for children in the past six 
years. 

“Compared to the rest of the 
Philippines, the children of Min- 
danao and especially those in the 
‘Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao (ARMM) continue to 
face stark inequalities and dispar 
ities brought about by a host of is- 
sues, such as poverty, malnutri- 
tion, lack of basic education, tr 
ficking and other forms of abuse, 
said Unicef's country representa- 
tive Nicholas Alipui. P 


imber for quick reference and 
‘profiling. 
He said that government 
agencies would make it manda- 
‘tory for all individuals dealing 
with them to use the national ID 
“to facilitate their transactions. 
“We would also encourage the 
private sector to do the same,” 
“said Defensor 
‘On Wednesday, the Supreme 
, Court upheld the constitutional- 
"iy of the national ID system un- 
"der Executive Order No. 420 
"and rejected claims that it vio- 
lated an individual's right to pri- 
va 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
PUBLIC RELATIONS CONSULTING SERVICES OF BCDA REBIDOING) _, 

cy. 

Andres Bautista, dean of the 

Far Eastern University Insti- 

tute of Law, said the court deci 

sion was a good one because it 
ruled the ID system was not 
compulsory and that any infor- 

‘mation requested was already 
wvailable in the publie domain. 
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solidation of the ID cards of the 
different agencies. I don't think 
Phantom fears ‘we will do data-gathering on any- 

Bunye hailed the Supreme one,” Puno said. He said that the 
“Court decision “not only because National Census and Statistical 
ofits contribution to national se- Office could handle the consol 
‘eurity but its effect in facilitating dation. 
ihe delivery of vital government 
"programs and services to the Fil- 
ipino people." 

"issues adverting to infringe- 
“ment of human rights are phan- 
om fears,” said Bunye. “The 
system has enough safeguards 
"to protect the citizen from imag- 
“ined violations of the right to 
privacy" 

Interior Secretary Ronaldo 
"Puno told the Inquirer that 
there was no need to gather da- 
ta at the barangay level. He 
said that any data needed was 
already in the hands of the gov- 
ernment, such as the GSIS, 
Comelec and the Land Trans- 
portation Office. 

"Privacy and privileged per- 
sonal information will not lose 
their legal protection under exist- 
ing laws as a consequence of the. 
Supreme Court decision,” Puno 
said. 

When the national ID system 
was first proposed as an instru: 
ment against terrorism, informa- 
tion gathered from the barangays — The 
iwas planned to form its database. 

Now, Puno seid, the DILG 
would only be a support organi- 
zation for the ID project. 

"What is imminent is the con- 


izens must act now to defend 
their rights, including the right 
to privacy" Reyes said. With re- 
ports from Norman Bordado- 
ra, Philip C. Tubeza and Jolene 
R. Bulambot, PDI Visayas Bu- 
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human rights advocates the pro- 
ject would be used to harass in- 
dividuals and violate their pri- 
vvacy. 


rorism, But he denied claims by 
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Gradual rise of police state 

leftist group Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan said it 
would soon be necessary for all 
citizens to get an ID. He said it 
may be required whenever they 
transact business with the gov 


Republic ofthe Philippines 


CITY OF BAIS 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The City Government of Bals inita Interested bidders to apply for 


'eligiblty and to bid for the supply and delivery of the hereunder 
Fequiremonts: 
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^ USAID PRISM 
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mew APPROVED BUDGET 
FOR THE CONTRACT 
(ABC) 


The Private Sector Mobilization for Family Planning (PRISM), a project 
funded by the United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID) under contract number 492-C-00-04-00036-00 and 
implemented by a consortium led by Chemonics International, Inc. is 

Annex Baling, Bais Cty Daa E 
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DE SPEM DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF CRED nasoma sorna yee 


Bids received in excess of the ABC shall be automatically rejected at PRISM's BEST IUD TRAINING SYSTEM AND CURRICULUM 


erts Background. 
"In order to qual, bidders should conform to the eighty criteria as Pia EREN Croke maana USO Hopia BRUT CC 
proscibed under Sec. 22. of Vw IRR-A o! R.A. 9184 Pot uy as ard eroe Don nul ein cc 
Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding ‘on three components: 1) increased workplace support for family 


1)PR.No.27108 — Various construction 
materiis for 
Renebitation of Cty Hal 


Bir 
a 


emm 


ocedures using non-discrelionary documents will result in the planning (FP) services and referrals, 2) establishment of viable, mass 
Hi A T market brands of hormonal contraceptives, and 3) increased business 


iequalfcaton of ha blr. 
ge Value of FP among private practico providers. 


All other particulars relativa (o Ine procurement process shall bo 
govemby he implementing Rules and Regulations of RA 9184 otherwise 
Known as the Government Procurement Reform Act. 


Pre-bid conference wil be conducted atto Office ofthe City Mayor, 
this cy, on May 2, 2006 at 1:30 P.M. 


Bid documents can be obtained upon payment of a non-refundable 
fee equivalent tothe total amount of the ABC of the Items in which 
Interested bidders Intend to bid, accordance wth the following rates: 
‘el P,000.00 05M butnotlass han P1000. 
 PSQ090buiro more han P10,000.00, 048% butnotiess an P250.00 
00.00.00 butnotmarethenP200,000,00 - 04% bulnotiess han P450.00 
P200.90100-P^8000.00 0.0% butretles an 800.00 
s0.001.00-P500000.00 (0.9% butnatos anP.226 00 
PS00001.00- Pi 00000 00 28 butnotloss than P1,500.00 


'P1000001.904 above 0.1% butnotiess Ian P2 00000 
aminat moro man P10,000.00 


'Bld documents can be obtained starting Apr 27, 2006 at tha BAC 
Secretariat clo Offic of the Cily Mayor or Office ofthe Ciy General 
Services, Is city, Tal. No. (035) 402-3182, or 402-0115 anylme during 
fice hours and can iso be inquired for furiher information or particulars. 


“The bidders shal drop thelr duly accomplished eliblly, technical and 

financial documents each in soparalo sealed onvelopes duly markod as 

‘sh nthe bid box at he Conferenca Room at no Ofice of the City Mayor 

‘on May 15, 2006 at 1:30 P.M. at which place, date and Umo said 

Xin ina praseneo of Ino mombers of Ine BAC, 

‘ationding bidders, tne observers, or thelr duly authorized 
Teprosoniatve. Lala bids shall not bo accepted. 


“The City Goverment of Bals reserves tha right lo acceptor reject any 
bid, and to annui the btang process and rojct all bids at anytime prior 
lo contract award, wihout thereby Incuring any Fabi lo the affected 
bidder or bidder 


(Sd) CARMELINO L. MORALES 


oyanan mon. BAC Chairman 


Building the capacity of the service providers specifically the private 
midwives s one key strategy to achieve the goal of Component 3. As 
Such, based on PRISM Second Annual Work Plan, Component 3 shall 
Tinalize at least nine (9) Business Enhancement Support and 
Training (BEST) courses for private providers according 1 the tiers 
as defined in te component revised strategy. 


"The objective of this procurement is to solicit responsive offers from. 
quaifed Philippine-besed (raining institutions and non government 
Organizations, consuling companies and other private secorinstiuons 
Thereafter referred to as -Offerors") for the development and 
implementation of PRISM's BEST IUD Training system and curriculum. 


Qualification Requirements 

+ Must be a Philippine or US-based training institutions, consulting 
‘companies, foundations, or non-government organizations and 
‘other private sector insttutions 
Must be in operation for the past 3 years and have relevant 
‘experience in family planning or reproductive health 
Mast have a team of qualified personnel to manage and execute 
the projec. 
Must have a positiva net worth for 2004 or 2005 whichever is 
applicable 


For a copy of the Request for Proposal, please get in touch with Mr. 
Roldan B. Ramos, Subcontracs Specials at tl o. (02) 635-2397 local 
226. Interested partos may aiso emal: ramas@odsmaro.ah o request. 
2 copy of tno RFP. 


The deadline for submission of proposals is on or before 5:00 P.M, 
Wednesday, May 24,2006. Please seo RFP for Instructions on proposal 
submission. 


Questions on RFP must bo submited nol ater than May 17, 2006 by o- 
‘mal at ramosQorism.ar ah . PRISM wl e-mall the canfcatons on the 
REP toa the Daders who have racolved a copy of he RFP. Tho PRISM 
project reserves the rignt to summarize answers and respond io only 
{hose questions nat nis judgment represent material vale in lariyng 


the RFP. pal 
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PROVINCE OF BUKIDNON, 
pa Provincial Captol, Malaybalay City 
Telephone No. 812-3953 8 221-3114 alala No. 813241 
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"ids and Awards Committee. 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
“Tha Poni Govern o! on, og s Bs and Anands Commies (BAC), 
te conraco gated wih and casted by ha Phone Conc Acton 
ame CAG) app egy an ion gi, oi hr e under cota 
Naa ot Contact ‘Proposed Consuston ot 88 Housing Units of 
‘aren Housing Poet Phase V 
Lamán, Causang, Malaya Cey 
[03 
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Apod Budget kba Cones PO30257032 
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Marami ong mga tagahanga ng PLDT Super Friends 
MATE 


L^ Nagkagulo ang buong Cebu! Nataranta ang mga Cebuano, allw na aliw sila sa kasayahang” 
dinala ng PLDT Super Friends. At syempre, E ‘sa harap ng Cobu. Sports le 
landii 


ji a 
1 F Hayan, apply na agad ang mga taga-Cel 
Pi i {Sahu ang may PLDT sine na sila na may 
J} Hataw ang mga Super Friends. Pa-sutograph pa ang mpa , SuperPowerspal | ®t., au TJ 
naabutan na nag-a-apply sa mga PLOT Super Bills Kabit npa 
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WHAT's INSIDE ` 


H2suspected ELTFRB warns & Not sweet 
carthieves against news for 
nabbed unauthorized chocolate 
afterchase — farehikes 

/A24 


WATCHMEN found the! 
mallin Quezon City early yesterday morning. 


Designer, 
pal found 


dead in car 


Torture signs evident 


By DJ Yap investigator PO2 Leo Nino Pasco. 
The anidencihe vein was in his 
THE BODIES OF A FASHION DE- eariy 30s, berween 5'6" and 58" 
Signer and an unidentified com. in height, sporting a fiat top hait- 
panion were found inside a car cut, and wore a back shirt and 
Parked mear the Ever Gotesco. short denim pants Pasco said. 
Mall on Commonwealth Avenue 
in Quezon City early yesterday Left behind 
moming "The spons uli vehicle (lae 
Melchor Vergel de Dios, 36, number WNG-978), owned by De 
and another mam were discov. Dios was parked at the outer lane, 
fredarGa0 amare back por Koning a bankard mire op 
Sion ofa siver Ford Lyne accord. before mall watchmen found the 
ing to police. The fashion design; vicime bodies as they were mak E E HOM CON 
et a fise cousin of AngeltoVergel ing the rounds, Paseo said. Found Kaingusk de a Norte. Libie, QG (formerly Uniwide) © Munoz Gs 
de Dios, executive director of he at the scene were a bloodsained | Torre: V pe Far 059331 oan Toyota Tol: 920-1604, 02188 
‘Metropolitan Manila Develop- steel pipe, two kitchen knives and |: 8003 Feel Ste Gal Tet GOs TOGE, 809-0481, 772.0312 to 14 Quezon Aye, QG- 
ment Authority "affe Opere- De Dios identification card 5 
ons Cener was found wita his Quezon City police criminal in- 
head wrapped in a white plastie vestigation division chief Supt 
bag. Acord was also tied around Procopio Lipana said De Dios was 
Nie The othervietm’shands lastseen aleat 1:S0am.byhis [ 
and feet were bound bya leather- driver, whom he dropped off at OUS LOLY' 
ike material, police sad Quezon Avenue. He had attended 
‘The cause of death was notim- a seminar on labor issues with |, SOONTOOPEN, PREPN Did: E i66 esee 
No repere e Moka | Senta EU pet Dyno Maing, dee 
De Dios lad several wounds om City tat nighe, Lipana added. ^ i 
the head and bruises all over the The views brother and sister 
body. His companion sho sus- identified De Dios after police 
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the floor, according toa report by man with no vices: Build anything. We have everything 


Applying for your new car is now a text message away! 


Key in AUTO<space>your full name«space»your landline numbercspace>city or province 
‘example: "AUTO Manny Gomez 8456777 Makati City” 
‘send It to 0917-89100-00 and we will get started on your Auto Loan application. 
No time wasted. Walang hassle. Super-biis ang application. 
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Armed men 


nabbed 


after 


brief chase 


Police suspect they are car thieves 


By Luige A. del Puerto. 


TWO MEN THE POLICE WANTED TO 
question about a car without a Land 
“Transportation Office (LTO) sticker got 
ingo more trouble when they yielded two 
handguns after leading the authorities 
of a short chase early yesterday in Que- 
von City. 

‘The police raised the possibility that 
the men could be members of a notori- 
‘ous car theft syndicate. 

Christian Lim and Nino Jote, both res- 
idents of Quezon City, did not resist 
when cornered but denied involvement 
in any criminal activity, according to 
Chief Inspector Hansel Marantan, officer 
in charge of Task Force Limbas. 

"TF Limbas is the anti-car theft arm of 
the Philippine National Police-Traffic 
Management Group, the unit that got 
embroiled in a controversy last year after 
a television crew showed footage of its 
men shooting at three immobilized sus- 
pects in Pasig City 

"We never stopped building a case 
against this group,” Marantan said, re- 
ferring to the Valle Verde Gang, which 
the police said stole, sometimes by force, 
about 22 vehicles within just three 
months last year. Acting on a tip, the po- 
lice scoured Katipunan Avenue in Que- 
zon City around 1:30 a.m. Thursday in 
search of two men on board a white 
Suzuki Esteem with Plate No. WAV:950. 


The informant warned the police the 
men could be armed. The police spotted 
the car at White Plains subdivision an 
hour after midnight Thursday. The car 
had no LTO sticker, indicating it had not 
yer been registered. 

“We flagged them down near the Shell 
station on Katipunan Avenue, but 
stead of stopping, they stepped on the 
gas," Marantan said. The two also ig- 
nored the red light twice—first at the 
comer of Santolan-Katipunan and then 
at the Santolan-Edsa intersection. They 
were finally cornered, near the gate of 
Camp Crame, headquarters of the PNP 

Marantan said that while the men de. 
nied any involvement in car thefts, one 
of their phones revealed text messages 
showing they were linked to a son of a 
well-to-do family in Metro Manila who 
was earlier implicated in car theft. 


More cases 

The men also allegedly knew the three 
suspected car thieves killed in a shootout 
in Pasig City in November, according to 
Marantan. 

Data from the TMG showed that car 
theft cases rose sharply in January this 
year compared to the same period last 


ar 

A total of 193 cars were stolen, 35 of 
them forcibly, as of January 2006, com- 
pared to only 146 during the same 
‘month last year. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER - 


SUSPECTS Nino Jotie and Christian Lim on their way to police headquarters for 
questioning. 


2-hour fire hits army buildings at Fort Bonifacio 


d 


SOLDIERS look for items that could still be 
broke out at army headquarters yesterday. 


LTFRB warns 
operators vs 
unauthorized 
fare hikes 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE COUNTRYS CHIEF PUBLIC TRANS. 
port regulator has warned bus, jeepney and 
taxi operators and drivers against unilaterally 
hiking the fares they charge their passengers. 

In a statement sent to the media, Land 
‘Transportation Franchising and Regulatory 
Board (LTFRB) chair Ma. Elena Bautista said 
her agency "will make sure no operator ef- 
fects any fare increase without board ap- 
proval.” 

Her comments come amid rising calls from 
driver and operators of public utility vehicles 
for another round of fare increases, after fuel 
prices resumed their upward trek in recent 
weeks. 

No formal fare hike petitions have yet been. 
filed after the latest round of fuel price in- 
creases, although regulators have already re- 
ceived reports that some jeepney and bus op- 
erators have begun raising their fares unilat- 
rally, 

“We appeal to operators and drivers to ob- 
serve fares prescribed by LTFRB,” Bautista 
said, “Any moves to ask for increase will have 
to be thoroughly studied and subjected to the 
‘usual public hearing.” The LTPRB chair added 
that President Macapagal-Arroyo and Trans- 
portation and Communications Sec. Leandro 
Mendoza have ordered a crackdown on PUV 
operators which violate existing fare ceilings. 

"Drivers and operators who overcharge 
must be reported to LTFRB hotline 0921- 
4487777 or DOTC hotline 7890," said 
Bautista. 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


DOZENS OF FIREARMS WERE 
destroyed after a fire hit two 
buildings inside the Army head- 
‘quarters in Fort Bonifacio before 


dawn yesterday. 


‘Army officials were quick to 
rule out arson. A spokesperson 
said initial findings showed 
‘two-hour blaze was caused by 
faulty electrical wiring. 

The fire broke out at 3:15 a.m. 
at the 9th Ready Reserve Division. 
headquarters building and then 
spread to the adjacent Regional 
Command Defense Group build- 

to 
Bartolome 
Bacarro, The fire was put out 1 
around S a.m. without any re- 


ing, according 
spokesperson Maj. 


ported injuries. 


‘An inital inventory indicated 
that atleast 30 M14 and M16 ri- 
fies were destroyed inside an ar 
mory attached to the 9th Ready 
Reserve Division building while 
about 57 other firearms were sal- 


used after a pre-dawn fire 
MONA 


Pasig chocolate 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


A CHOCOLATE FACTORY IN PASIG CITY 
was forcibly closed by the local government 
yesterday afternoon following complaints 
from its neighbors. 

Security guards initially refused to let a 
small team inside the more than 50-year-old 
plant of the Universal Robina Corporation 
(URC) producing chocolates, wafers and bis 


cuits in Barangay Bagong Ilog. 

‘Officers from the City Legal Office and City 
Environment and Natural Resources Office 
(CENRO) used an acetylene torch to cut a 
hole in the steel door and a stee! ladder to 
climb up the main gate. 

‘The closure order served by the team said, 
"The plant is ordered closed including all ma- 
chinery and equipment, which are the sources 
of odor pollution until the respondent compa- 
ny has abated and controlled the odor.” 

CENRO' Raquel Naciongayo said about 
200 families living around the plant com- 
plained about the annoying odor months ago. 

Some complained of respiratory and skin 
disorders. 

Naciongayo said the company failed to 
honor agreements reached during public 
hearings. 


Emission tests 

The closure order said results of emission 
tests revealed that (the plant) failed the sul- 
fur dioxide standard for clean ai 

"We have been suffering for more than 
three years,” said Renato de Guzman. 

The odor is really disgusting and they op- 
erate round the clock, even at midnight," he 
added. 

De Guzman is a board member of the Kaw- 
ilihan Homeowners Association that initiated 
the complaint. 

‘The plant manufactures Nips Chocolates, 
Cream-O and Presto Cream, among others 


vaged from the fire, said Bacarro. 

He said investigators are still 
determining how many firearms 
were destroyed at the adjacent 
building of the Regional Com- 
mand Defense Group. 

"We are ruling out sabotage. A 
security guard saw an electric 
spark at the 9th RR building be 
fore the fire. Initial investigation 
Points to faulty electrical wiring,” 
Bacarro said 

Meanwhile a fre also broke 
out in a public market on Real 
Street in Las Piñas City shortly af- 
ter 3 a.m. Destroyed were two of 
the three buildings that made up 
the market. 

The Aragon Building, a com- 
cial complex was owned by 
Rodolfo Aragon, while Poblacion 
Market was owned by Esperanza 
Yu, said Deputy Fire Marshal Ald- 
win Salazar. City fire marshal Se- 
nior Insp. Robert Pacis said a 
short circuit in one of the stalls 
could have triggered the fire. 
With a report by Jocelyn R. Uy 


factory closed 


Naciongayo said the plant would remain 
dosed until the company installed proper an- 
ticpollution devices. 

The raiding team, led by legal officer Car- 
los Abesamis, turned off the boiler that sup- 
plied che steam to power the equipment. 

“The boiler lacked proper anti-pollution de- 
vices to filter soot and other pollutants, Na- 
ciongayo said. 


Amy 


Job concerns 

A S4-year-old factory worker expressed the 
concern of more than S00 plant employees 
about their jobs. 

Following the closure, the management of 
URC faxed a statement to the INQUIRER yester- 
day. The latest test conducted last month bya 
DENR-accredited laboratory showed that the 
plant had passed all air emission standards, 
according to the statement. 

Tt added: "Under the Clean Air Act, the sole. 
authority to issue closure orders is vested in 
the Pollution Adjudication Board (PAB), 
‘whichis chaired by the DENR (Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources) secre- 
tary” 


No authority 

"No local government has the authority to 
issue a closure order under this law” the 
statement said. 

Whether or not the local government had 
she authority to close down a plant, the order 
in question had been issued “prematurely be- 
cause all parties are sil waiting for the re- 
Sults of the latest rest conducted by the DENR 
itself. Based on the foregoing, URC believes 
the closure of its plant is unjustified and has 
no legal basi” 

"The URC management said it would ask 
Pasig officials to lift the order subject since it 
had no legal basis, and also "to protect the 
roughly 990 workers ofthe plant whose em- 
ployment will be unduly affected.” 
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BF gates 
controversy 
heats up ^^: 


ByjocelR.Uy in 


THE FEUD BETWEEN THE PARANAQUE. 
City government and the United BF 
Homeowners Association Inc. (UBFHAD) 
over BF Homes gates is hardly over. 

Mayor Florencio Bernabe ordered on 
Wednesday city police chief Supt. 
Ronald Estilles to investigate alleged ha- 
rassment by the UBFHAI of homeowners 
and motorist. 

Nelson Lacambra, — Bernabes 
spokesperson, said several residents and 
motorists complained to the mayor that 
UBFHAI guards told them to buy car 
stickers from the association or they 
would be barred from the subdivision. 

"Car stickers are sold at P150 to resi- 
dents and P1,200 to outsiders,” he told 
the Ingumen yesterday. 

Early this month, the Court of Appeals 
issued a writ of preliminary injunction 
returning to the UBFHAI control over the 
eight gates leading to the subdivision. 

"The injunction ordered the local gov- 
‘emiment to suspend enforcement of Or- 
dinance 00-15 unti its validity was es- 
tablished. 

The ordinance, passed in 2000, 
opened to the public subdivision roads 
linked to major city thoroughfares. 

Alexander Vilaraza, a non-resident, 
said ina letter to the mayor that UBFHAI 
guards stopped him twie on El 
Grande and Elizalde Avenues—and told 
him to secure a car sticker by April 11 or 
he would not be able to enter the subdi- 

A resident, who did not want to be 
named, said ‘guards stopped him twice 
two weeks ago at the gate and told him 
to renew his car sticker, even after he 


erras told the guards his sticker was still valid. 


METROBRIEFS 
Trader shot dead in QC 


A BUSINESSMAN was gunned down in broad daylight by unidentified 
men the other day in Quezon City. Eliseo Somera, 53, and his wife 
Nanette were on board a Suzuki mult-cab in front of North Olympus gate 
along Zabarte Road in Novaliches when four suspects suddenly ap- 
peared behind them, police said. Brandishing handguns, the men began 
Shooting at the victim repeatedly, hitting him in different parts ofthe 
body, according to a report by investigator SPOT Demosthenes Rebah- 
cos, Somera was rushed to the Bernardino Hospital, but he was declared 
ead on arrival. The suspects quickly let the scene by taking over a car 
being driven by Alexander Tanael, Rebancos said. The suspects aban- 
doned their getaway vehicle when they reached Quirino Highway, police 
said DJ Yap 


4 suspected bookies arrested 
IN AN INTENSIFIED drive to stop the unauthorized betting on horse races, 
agents ot he National Bureau of In- 
vestigation (NBI) arrested four sus- 
pects engaged in the ilegal activity 
fast Tuesday in Manila. The suspect- 
ed bookes were idemiied as Rom 
mel Arce, o Tramo Stet, Putol, 
Kavit, Cavite; Roverto Calig Jr. of 
No. 1926 Anak Bayan St, Malate, 
Mani: and Janete Capundan, of No. 
159 Singalong St, Malate, Manila. 
The NBL agents aiso arrested Fernan- 
do Perez of No. 1132 P. Zapanta St 
Malate. Manila, tor allegedly partici- 
pating in the egal berting. "We are 
Serious in conducting operations 
against tnis legal betting because 
loses bilions yearly 
unpaid tax 
Force chiet Reynaldo Esmeraia 
Said. The tree male suspects were. 
arrested atthe corner of F: Munoz 
and P Zapanta Streets in Malate 
Ale Capundan was nabbed in Ermita. The suspects face charges for viola- 
Ton of Republ Act 9287 or an act increasing the penalties for ilegal num- 
ber games, Esmeralda sald. The NBI had arrested and charged 71 suspects, 
including gambling employees, bookies and bettors, are this month. Al- 
ieged gamoling operators Venancio “Apang” Sy and Ferdie Sy were also 
arosa or reportedly masterminding and financing the booking opera- 
ons The Sys remain tare. Esmeralda said he has written officiais ofthe 
Phiipine Racing Commission (Phiracom) to canoe the registration of Ve- 
manco's race horses Margaux C. Ore 


Divine Mercy feast day 

THE ARCHDIOCESAN Shrine of Nuestra Señora de Gula in Ermita, Manila 
Jil celebrate te feast of tne Divine Mercy with a Holy Mass at 10 a.m., Sun- 
day, Apri 23. Celebrant is Rev. Fr Sanny de Ciaro, Shrine Rector. The ni 

dy novena in honor of tne Divine Mercy, which started Friday, Apri! 14, also 
ends on Sunday. 


Book sale at Instituto Cervantes 

BE PREPARED tor a day of books and roses at Instituto Cervantes! Open 
House and Dia cl Libro FIESTA (International Book Day) calebration this 
Saturday, Apr 22. Following the tradition during the Day of the Book in 
Spain, a rose wi be given as a git to evry book buyer. Starting t 10 a.m., 
tors can tour the new Instituto Cervantes bulding along TM. Kalaw St. 
in Mania participate in the Poetry Reading Contest, waten tree movie 
Showing: withthe theme “Great Books on Screen," and view the exhibit on- 
fed The Fmed Don Quixote: Posters from Don Quijote movies.” Instituto 
‘nants wi end Dia del Libro FIESTA (International Book Day) with fla- 
menco dances, Way musie, a Latin band, and lots ot Spanish food. For 
more information, call instituto Cervantes at 5261482 or visit thelr website 
att imania cervantes s. 


Ospital ng Maynila opens Monday 

THE OSPITAL ng Maynila (OsMa) Medical Center wili resume operations 
Dn Mongay. The Manita government, which runs the hospital, made the 
announcement yesterday, saying the Manila Electric Co. has asked for 
nare time to installa new arrived eectri transformar. “Tne hospital 
loud have resumed operations today bul the electric company has re- 
estet for an extension to optimize operations,” city officiais sad. They 
Gies tat patients wil continue tobe accommodated at other city-owned 
hospitals such as the Ospital ng Sampaloc Medical Center, Ospital ng Ton- 
Mo in Abad Santos and Gat Andres Bonifacio in Del Pan. The hospital shut 
Gown on Apri 12 to give way to the rehabilitation and modernization ofits 
main power supply. Tina G. Santos 
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possible clash over islets row 


SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA—IAPANESE AND 
South Korean negotiators raced to avert a clash 
over a set of disputed islets on Thursday as 
Séoil accused Tokyo of neocolonial ambitions. 
‘and warned ofa possible confrontation at sea. 

Behind-the-scenes talks on a diplomatic so- 
lution came even as tensions mounted over a 
Japanese plan to survey resource-rich waters 
near the islands, which are occupied by South 
Korea but claimed by Japan. 

‘Some 20 South Korean gunboats have been 
dispatched to the area in anticipation ofthe ar- 
rival of Japanese survey ships. The ships were. 
scheduled to conduct high seas seizure drills 
"Thursday but delayed the exercises due to bad. 
weather, said Jang Soo-pyo, a South Korean 
Coast Guard oficial. 

n Seoul, foreign ministry spokesperson 
Choo Kyu-ho warned of the possibility of a 
clash and said Japan held the "key" to prevent- 
ing conflict. 

"President Roh Moo-hyun meanwhile under- 


of harboring imperialistic ambitions. Many 
South Koreans consider Japan's claim a result 
of its 1910-45 colonial rule of the Korean 
Peninsula, 

"There are some people claiming territorial 
rights to former colonies that were once ac- 
quired through a war of aggression," Roh said 
in a speech at a breakfast prayer meeting of 
Christian leaders in Seoul. 

"We are now ina difficult situation,” he said. 
“problems cannot be solved just by goodwill, 
and we need wisdom and courage." 

In Tokyo, Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo 
Abe said there had been "unofficial" contacts 
between the two sides, following media re- 
ports that Tokyo had offered to halt the survey 
ff Seoul dropped efonts ro add or change place 
names in the area. 

Abe, however, said Japan planned to go 
ahead with the project. 

"The Japanese coast guard is carrying out 
preparations to conduct a maritime survey that 


response is necessary, and unofficial contacts 
between Japan and South Korea are taking 
place withthe aim ofa peaceful resolution." 

“Two survey ships left port on Japan's west 
coast on Wednesday but have been lingering 
offshore since, Coast Guard official Masayuki 
Fujita said. News reports said the survey may 
begin later Thursday. 

"The rocky outcroppings, called Dokdo by 
Koreans and Takeshima in Japan, are sur 
rounded by rich fishing waters and both coun- 
tries claim the area as part of their exclusive 
economic zones. 

Korea Gas Corp. estimates the area has also 
enough methane hydrate deposits to meet 
South Korean natural gas demands for 30 
years. It plans to start drilling in the region 
nextyear to assess the size of the deposits. 

Toreign Minister Taro Aso told an upper 
house foreign and defense affairs committee. 
"Thursday that the survey is allowed under in 


. Korea race to avert Y 


a SCA 

SOUTH Korean protesters shout slogans as they burn an 

banners ata rally in front ofthe Japanese Embassy in Seoul, April 20. 
"The group assailed japan’ plan to send survey ships near the disputed 


seored the Korean protests by accusing Tokyo 


: ' WORLDBRIEFS 
Hugears up for tough US talks 


‘SEATTLE, Washinglon —Chinese President Hu Jintao is scheduled to travel tothe 
US capital Washington Wednesday to hold tough talks with President George W. 
‘Bush and US officials on currency, rade, an, and human rights. The cautious and 
image-conslous leader caretuly planned his rst official US vist with by stopping 
in Seat, Washington, a state that has booming trade and a surplus with China, to 
end off expected cris over Bs "unt rade practices and “undervalued” cur- 
Tency Following a tour of the Microsoft campus in Redmond Tuesday, Hu sad Chi- 
fa wil aso “seriously keo its promise” to step up copyright protection, another 
horny issue in US-China relations. am 


First list of Gitmo detainees released 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico—The US government released he most extensive st 
ot ofthe hundreds of detainees who have ben had at the Guantanamo Bay 
‘isonet al beled enemy combatants, but oniy a haul of whom Rave 
facad formal charges. In al, 558 people were named in the list provided by the 
Pentagon on Wednesday in response to a Freedom of information Act lawsuit 
by The Associatad Press. They were among the first swept up for suspected 
i to al-Qaida orte ousted Taliban regime n Atghanistan. The stis the first 
fca roster of Guantanamo detainees who passed through the Combatant 
Status Review Tribunal proces in 2004 and 2005 to determine whether they 
Should be deemed "enemy combatants." Those named are trom Afhanitn, 
Saudi Arabia and 39 other countries. Many have been held atthe US prison at 
Guantanamo Bay for more than four years. ap 


Mumps epidemic spreads in US 

IOWA CITY, Iowa n the largest mumps outbreak in tn United States in more 
than20 years, almost 1,000 people have contacted the disease inthe Midwest, 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta announced Wednes- 
diy The epidemic began in lawa, where the State Department of Public Heath 
fae reported B15 suspected or confirmed cases thas spread to at least seven 
ber states. So far. no one has died from the disease, a flulke val infection 
that causes swoling of the nock and chin and usually lasts fve to 10 days. Be- 
cause of efectve vaccines, most people think of the mumps as childhood tl- 
mess that had boen eradicated inthe US. wr 


is based on international law" he said. "A calm 


ternational laws and that Japan needs to do it 
to protect national interests. AP 


islands, called Dokdo in Korean and Takeshima in Japanese. 


Thousands of Nepal protesters defy king, curfew 


KATHMANDU--THOUSANDS OF 
prodemocracy protesters were con- 
verging Thursday on the Nepalese 
capital in defiance of shoot-on sight 
curfew orders, AFP reporters said. 

Waving party flags and chant- 
ing "Down with (King) Gyanen- 
dra, long live democracy”, large 
crowds rallied at Gongabu on the 
northern rim of Kathmandu. 

Demonstrators in their thou- 
sands were both inside and out- 
side the curfew zone delineated by 
the city’s ring road. 

Women and children were 
among the peaceful protesters 
marshaled by party activists. 

Security forces kept a dose 
watch but did not intervene other than ocea- 
sionally to chase away foreign reporters and 
photographers. 

"We are ready to sacrifice our lives for 
democracy," said Sanyam Poudel. 

"We are not scared of them,” said the 22- 
year-old studying for a masters in English. "We. 
gave many chances to the royal family but the 
king has misunderstood us." 

From the west side, thousands more 
prodemocracy activists also shouting anti-king 
Slogans were marching towards Kalani, a 
main entry point to the capital, witnesses said. 

“People from Kirtipur town and other vil- 
lages are converging on Kalank,” said Rajen- 


KING Gyanendra of Nepal 


dra Manandhar, who 
was watching the 
crowds fom a 
rooftop. 

*] can see a sea of 
people covering the 
road over three kilo- 
merers distance,” he 
said. 

Manandhar added 
that a large number 
of soldiers and armed 
policemen were sta 
tioned at the Kalanki 
crossroads into the 
capital 

At Chabahil to the 
northeast, an AFP re- 
porter estimated that some 10,000 people had 
gathered demanding the restoration of democ- 
racy. 

Blowing whistles and chanting against the 
king, the demonstration was heading towards 
the curfew area, also under the eyes of armed. 
policemen. 

‘Shoot-on-sight orders have been issued in- 
side Kathmandu where the curfew was strictly 
enforced by a large security presence. 

Despite, the clampdown political parties 
have insisted mass demonstrations would go 
ahead, Kicking off a third week of mass 

otests against the king. 

"he curfew was declared: after witnesses 


said four protesters were shot dead and many, 
more wounded during violent clashes Wednes- 
day in eastern Nepal, the worst violence of the. 
‘campaign to end Gyanendra's absolute rule. 

‘The defense ministry issued a statement. 
saying only two people died. 

"The curfew limit extends 200 m beyond the. 
ring road around the capital. AFP. 
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Jaguar, with a shape | 
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presence, Yet for 
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Jaguar, this is a 
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Italy court says Prodi won 


ROME--ITALY'S HIGHEST COURT UPHELD ON WEDNESDAY THE 
narrow victory of Romano Prodi in last week's elections, apparently 
ending Silvio Berlusconi's tenure as prime minister after five years— 
except that the mercurial Berlusconi still would not concede defeat. 


Instead, there were strong signs that he was 
possibly opening a new campaign: To be named 
the nation’s president, or at least have a strong 
say in the choice. 

‘As of late Wednesday, hours after the high 
‘court, the Court of Cassazione, released its final 
count of last weeks bitterly contested vote, 
‘Berlusconi had made no public comment. But 
‘several allies suggested that the courts decision 


was not adequate, and the nation's politcal ten- 
sions tightened by afew notches. 

“We acknowledge the decision,” Sandro Bon- 
di, national coordinator for Berlusconis Forza 
Tala ary said ina statement. But, Bondi said, 
“the reservations we advanced continue to 
sand.” 

er in the day Bondi floated a proposal 
that some political experts believe is the real 


force behind Berlusconi's reluctance to acknowl- 
edge the results. He suggested that Berlusconi 
be made the president of Italy—a position ap- 
pointed by Parliament that would keep him in 
politics, give him great prestige and protect him 
from any attack by a new government on his 

vast holdings in media, publishing and sports 
‘Berlusconi's stance seemed in character for a 
risk taker who built Italy's largest fortune and 
‘who has often been accused of ignoring the 
rules along the way But it is unclear whether his 
Continuing resistance to judicially certified elec- 
tion results will be seen as an admirable fighting 
itor a dangerous toying with Italian democ- 


i Rove's role. 
| diminished 
in revamp 


WASHINGTON--THE OVERHAUL OF THE 

White House staff intensified on Wednesday 
4 as Karl Rove, one of the presidents most pow: 
i erful and feared advisers, gave up day-to-day 

control over the administrations domestic 

policy to concentrate on the midterm elec- 

tions and Scott McClellan, the White House 

press secretary, said he would step down, 

The departure of Mc- 

Gellan gives President 

Bush a chance to put a 

new public face on the 

White House at a time | 

when itis beset by prob- 

lems. But Rows 

changed stats is the 
5 more telling sign of the 

exent of the shakeu 
2 directed by Bush and 

his new chief of suff, 

Joshua B. Boken. 

Rove has been at 

Bushs side since Bush m 

entered politics, and for 

years his influence has been unquestioned. The 

decision to take away his daily control overahe 

White Houses policy-making apparatus is igi 

time his role has been diminished, and is a si 
reversal from the heady aftermath of Bushs 2008 
reelecon victory when Rove's portfolio was ex 
panded o give him formal control over poli 

Rove wil retain his tile as a deputy chief of 
staf, as well as his catch-all designatiomas 
Bush's senior adviser. Joe! D. Kaplan, now tie 
deputy White House budget director, will ab- 
sume Rove's duties as the manager of policy 
development at the White House and will 
take the title deputy chief of staff for policy. 

The change in Rove's responsibilities was at a 
minimum a signal that the White House is seri 
‘us about reorganizing itself to get Bush's presi- 
dency back on track, and was widely interpret- 
ed in Washington as a step down in stature for 
Rove and an acknowledgement of policy fail- 
ures in the last year Rove had taken the lead on 
‘what was supposed to be the main domestic 
policy initiative of the second Bush term, the 
president's proposal to remake the Social Secu- 


Presenting Amazing Buys by RCBC Asset Management Group. 


Tity system. The effort to sell the plan to a skep- 
tical Congress and voters flopped. NYT 


UN: Refugee 
system eroded 
by intolerance 


LONDON--INTOLERANCE, TERRORISM 
fears and tighter asylum controls were under 
mining the international system for dealing 
With refugees, the UN high commissioner for 
refugees said Wednesday. 

At 92 million people, the number of 
refugees was at its lowest level for 25 years, 
but this was tempered by a swell in the num- 
ber of intemally displaced people—refugees 
within their home country—t0 25 million. 

“There was widespread confusion over migrants 
and refugees and the world was falling short of 
meeting internally displaced people's needs, high 
commissioner Antonio Guterres said. 

“One ofthe main problems we face in order 
to safeguard asylum seekers is a growing in- 
tolerance, happening everywhere, said te 
former Portuguese prime minister. 

"We are witnessing the rebirth of irrational- 
iy" he said, citing xenophobia. 

"rhis is creating a difficult environment in 
which the foreigner is sometimes hated and 
feared.” 

(Guterres was launching the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees's (UNHCR) new assessment, “The 
State of the World's Refugees: Human Dis- 
placement in the New Millennium." 

"The book, which tackles how the changing 
em dynamics of displacement over the past five 


` R CB C Years have affected the international asylum. 


Tegime, said the refugee system had reached a 
A YGU Member 


ical juncture 
Moving forward! 
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"The drop in refugee numbers was mostly 
due to the end of several conflicts and a few 
large-scale repatriations, notably four million. 
people returning to Afghanistan, and others 
to Angola and Sierra Leone. AFP 
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Sparks ed E poss Open on despite 
"dy -y5 PSC policy-GTK 


DESPITE THE “NO LIQUIDATION, meeting” said PSC executive direc- 
no financial support policy the tor Guillermo roy in a separate inter- 
Philippine Teck and Fed Associa- view 
tion pushing through with is na- — The Philippine Olympic Commit 
tional open set May 4-7 at the Rizal tee had earlier approved the PSC de- 
Memorial track oval cision to withhold financial support 
Tua president Go Teng Kokyes- to national sports association that 
terday said cancellation is Notan op... ave outstanding unliquidated funds 
tion, adding that he intends to fully with the agency. 
- : liquidate de PI. milion eater re...” PC president Peping Cojuangco 
7l leased by the Philippine Sports Com- said the PSC is justified in enforcing. 
By Jasmine W. Payo A À mission. its "no liquidation, no financial sup- 
a IE DOWN e AR Jj 8 cant cancel it, there are too port” policy. 
BOYET BAUTISTA Fi v THE mca many foreign countries that con- "We have to understand the posi- 
AT As ots Spese slipped past Granny "AS ereo Hapee bes Tied TY Tang tothebal inchs PB. me Go, wi hs eee ion of he PSC hat they are me 
stretch as the Toyota Sparks slipped past Granny  gumeyeserday omes the PSC for the same P1.4 milion to able to the Congres and the Com- 
Goose Tortillos, 68-67, in the PBL Unity Cup yester- say sour amr pauvs oa LLL T cn It 
i n over the TeleTech Thans. 17, Capas? Lt 7, Doneo § M event. budgets going,” said Cojuangco ina 
day at the Olivarez College Sports Center in "HITA To min Siiaon2 tech Rae ^ E (ie request) isot compleisy rdowrevev o o 
Parañaque. the final quarter as the Teethmasters daa. denied,” said Go. “They said that if — Cojuangco, who heads the Philip- 
improved t0 3-4, ure:82010304840609) we can comeupwith theliquidarion, pine Equestrian Federation, said 
Bautista unloaded the huge effort of Toril- TeleTech took its fourth straight Second Game they will give their support.” NSAs must understand the PSC poli- 
eight of his 13 points in GAmes los center JR Qui&aban, los. TOYOTA ONS t&-Desn 15, Basista Aside from serving as selection cy especially after the national asso- 
the final two minutes, TOMORROW who finshed wih 8 Thesar San 12. ne 1O, amg One De. proces for Flipino Asian Games ciations total unliquidated amount 
induding the wing  (OlvarezCollego game-high 28 mares — FrtGane “Gao, iasa 2 Conndo beg. prospecs thee ae about 100 ath- reached as high as P88 milion last 
layup inthe las71 see.” SporsCere) and 11 rebounds HAPEEPCU68—Cao 10, Sols 1, Es... GRAN GOOSES7—cuan 26 nales lees coming from Korea, China, February 
seers the Spaa 2pm—Harbour Earley, Jason Casto pres A, Same 7, Monno 7, Belpa 7. fa 6, 1,0 Serios, cz Gidea Malaysia among others, said Go. Go said he remained confident 
ed solo stand CowewMenala continued his suong Gara 4 tekn S00 Goes Ra: Poa 2, As 2. Cc O, Fomr O, Bro, “IF they are able to quate all ofthat he can complete his obligations 
witha S-2 recor. 4pm-—Magiavs play to power Hapee. 220 Dai Guo a. thei accounts thir request wil be with the agency by Wednesday 
"he Sparks spoled  RanorShine PCU to a 6869 vito TELETECHG®—Ound)16Merab6,Se-  Cumfes:1418.2409,40510867 tacked again in the next board Marc Anthony Reyes 
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TALK^N TEXT IS REAPING THE FRUITS OF 
‘embracing the defense-oriented style of 
coach Derrick Pumaren. 

No longer strug- 
gling, the Phone 
Pals shoot for a 
third straight win 
in the Gran Mata- 
dor-PBA Philippine 
Cup today when 
they clash with 
struggling Sta. Lu- 
cia at the Araneta 
Coliseum. 

After claiming 
the scalps of Red 
Bull and Air21, 
Pumaren is con- 
vinced that the 
Phone Pals are now 
getting into the 
groove with the 
Foundations that he laid down prior to the 
tournament. 

“They (Phone Pals) are getting there. 
‘They are now rotating well and they know 
the roles they have to play." said Pumaren, 
who took over from Joel Banal before the 
Start of the tournament, “Now, its just a 
matter of fine-tuning.” 

The Phone Pals go into the 4:40 p.m. 


San Miguel 
Coca-Cola 
Purefoods 
Talk NText 
Ginebra 
Naska 
Rod Bull 
Aet 

Sta Lucia. 

GAMES TODAY 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
440p. — S 

clas Tak 'N Toxt 
7:35pm. — Baran- 

say Ginebra 
ve Red Bul 


THE SECOND LEG OF THE MIN- 
danao Off-road Series comes alive 
today up to Sunday in Mangima, 
Manolo Fortich, Bukidnon, with the 
"Maximum Underdrive 5 Off-road In- 
vitational.” 

The event will pit the country's 


Gaara Tor 
joy sriepping 


ded 
aget 


2 


Ali 
prigener 


MAJOR SPONSORS, 


EXHIBITORS 


best 4x4 specialists against a comput- 
erized clock on a racetrack that is 100 
percent made by natu 
crossings, rocks and boulders, mud 
and steep slopes are just some of the 
challenges that await the competi- 
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match running fourth with their 4-4 
record along with the Barangay Ginebra 
Kings while the Realtors are mired at the 
cellar with only two wins to show in eight 
games. 

‘The defending champion Kings collide 
with Red Bull in the other game scheduled 
at 7:35 p.m. with Ginebra hoping to re 
cover from a 103-94 beating it took from 
San Miguel and the Bulls seeking to arrest 
a four-game skid. 

Not only are the Bulls losing games at 
an alarming rate, Yeng Guiao's charges 
dropped their fourth straight game after 
blowing a nine-point advantage down 
the stretch against Alaska last Easter 
Sunday. 

"While they are playing great defense, the 
Pals still have ro maintain their consistent of- 
fensive if they want to win more games. 

“That is something we all have to see,” 
said Pumaren, moments after a 103-88 
Tout of the Air21 Express on Easter Sun- 
day, theit second straight after a conquest 
of Red Bull the week before. 

In their last outing, the Realtors nar 
rowly dropped a 104-108 overtime deci- 
sion to the Coca-Cola Tigers with Dennis 
Espino and Kenneth Duremdes on the in- 
jury list. The two superstars will return to 
action today. June Navarro 


The event is organized by the 4x4 
Fun Club and supported by Motormall 
Davao Corp., Sarman CPRI-Supercool, 
ANC Watchers Marketing, Hankook Per- 
formance Tires, Parasat Cable TV, Foot: 
prints Award Centrum, Roadstone 
Tires, Gordiel Auto Parts, Petron Rev-X, 
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ASI Taulava will be a force to reckon with for Talk ‘N Text tonight. 


Mindanao off-road invitational gets going today 
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Enduro SML 
series starts 
in Cebu City: 


GEAR UP AND GET READY AS ENDURO SAN 
Mig Light Adventures Series 2006, gpe3-fat 
tionwide, paaa 

"The Enduro SML Series, the atventuie 
tace, which for years has tested the racers en- 
durance and stamina, is here anew with big- 
ger challenges. 

“This year, the Enduro SMI, Adventure Race 
is set to conquer not only Luzon but also 
Visayas and Mindanao. 

“The first leg of the race unfurls on May 
27 in Cebu City, while the second leg will 
be in Davao City on June 10. The grand fi- 
nale will be in Metro Manila on July 7 to 
8. 

With more than P100,000 at stake, this 
race brings together hardcore athletes, yup 
pies, students, weekend warriors and even 
the media and celebrities to vie for the En- 
duro SML Adventures title. ing 

"But unlike in the previous Endurà races, 
the first two legs of the race will only haus she 
novice category, a 4-6 hour quest. ioter 

"The Manila leg, on the other handy ihe 
noviceand elite categories. rto 

"The elite category which is suteddor hard- 
core and professional adventure racers, is a 
day-long race that dishes out more arduous 

gand grueling tasks and challenges that will 

Brest the stilis, stamina and determination of 

Sihe participants. 

B More than 100 teams are expected to 
compete in thís annual race being held for 
the third time. This event is presented by 
San Mig Light, the right alcohol less filling 
beer 

"This time, racing enthusiasts from Min- 
danao will have a chance to strut their stuff in. 

Sandy 101.5FM and Misamis Oriental the event that defies all limis 

Gov. Oscar Moreno, "The Enduro SML Series delivers intense ac- 
“Although some of the entries are ve... tion as each racer comes face-to-face with un 

erans of last years event, organizers say.” expected trials and hardships along the race. 

that this year's course will provide big- Call the Enduro hotline at (632)414-1489 

ger challenges and only the best will or log on to werwsanmiglight.com.ph for de- 

come out on top. tails 


M 


THE IST HISO-TOKEN CYCLING 
Cup kicks off at the Golden Valley 
Commercial Center in Malanday, 
Marikina City, at 7 a.m. tomor 

"The country’s top cyclists, Vic- 
tor Espiritu and Lloyd Reynante, 
have confirmed their participa- 
tion in this criterion race. 

Event organizer Rolly P Hiso of 
RP Hiso Sports Management said 
this one-day cycling spectacle is 
open to all cyclists, including 
non-Marikina residents, 

The event is managed by 
Marikina Cycling Club headed by 
its chair and president Wilbur 


Dee, vice president Berting Ros 
ales and officers Zaldy Cornelio, 
Larry Funelas, Pol Cortiguerra, 
Boyet Torres, Adamson Alarcon, 
Bert Roxas, Leo Rejano, Ruel Tan, 
Reynaldo de Dios, Enrique Cruz 
and Barangay Concepcion chair 
Rudy Francisco. 

The race is co-sponsored. by 
GVCC owner Vicente Santos. 

“Tes nice to see young riders to 
develop their skills in competi- 
tions like this, said the Chicago- 
based Hiso, team manager of the 
Philippine Cycling Team during 
1991 Manila Southeast Asian 
Games, 


SPORTSWATCH 


San Miguel backs drag racing 

SIN MIGUEL CORP. GAVE ITS SUPPORT TO THE BATANGAS RAGING CIR- 
Tuit for th launching ofa new drag racing event for bikes dubbed as the Gine- 
ra San Miguel Underbone Eaton Drag Race tomorrow at the BRG Drag 
Sirip in Rosario, Batangas. Cash prizes and trophies await the winners ofthis 
avant sponsored by Ginebra San Miguel and supported by Pilpinas Shel, 
Denso. Casino Fin, Ar Shoe and KPM Helmet. Contact Kiton Motors 
Dice cio BRC operations manager Rodini Rivera or Nelson Gayla at (832) 
17-2243, 729-838 or tax 15-124 for delais. 


YMCA Makati sports clinics up 

YMCA MAKATI IS STILL ACCEPTING ENROLLEES FOR ITS SPORTS 
ncs at No. 7 Sacred Heart St, San Antonio Vilago, Makati City 
Swimming Schedule: batch 2 (Aprl 17-28), batch 3 (May 1-12) and 
ftc 4 (May 15-28): basketball: batch 2 (nr 17-28), batch (May 1r 
12), batch 4 (May 15-26); tennis: batch 2 (May 1-12). batch 3 (May 15- 
26): aikido: (April 17-May 26); muay thai/Kickboxing (April 17-May 26). 
Fer inquiries, call 699-6380 to 62, 899-6101 to 03, 899-8255. 


Summer Salpukan offers P4.4M prize 
{WITH MORE THAN 300 CONFIRMED ENTRIES, THE SUMMER SALPUKAN 
-Cock Dery backed by B-Meg Derby Ace stats on Wednesday at the Makati 
Gaiseum. The sever-<ay tlt (Apri 2, 29, May 2,4,8, and 13) olarsa 
rizs o PA milion, broken down as falows: PS milton cash wo Toyota 
ars and two molares Entry fee $s P1,000 according to promos Lito 
"rite, Rudy Salud and Witam Co ot WTJ Sports and Amusement Corp- 
Col 896-3845 and 95 -6475 (loan or Stephanie), 


70 fights in Pasay derby today 

AFICIONADOS CAN EXPECT MORE THAN 70 QUALITY FIGHTS TODAY AS 
timo cockers colide in Pasay Ciy Cockpit’ BJ Engkwentro 4-cock darby 
to be sponsored by Sagupaan Complexor 3000. Boy Javier, a leading Metro 
anf cocer alte wh to Pasay Cocot Cockers Assocation (POCA) 
d Pinoy Cockers Association of te Pipes (PCAP), wi host the derby, 
For an anay fe of PA0.00, a cash prize ot P300,000 awaits the winners For 
detis cal 843-1890, 843-1746 and 816-6750. 


Big-time 5-cocker set at SJC 
PROMINENT COCKERS AND BREEDERS OF METRO MANILA AND NEARBY 
provinces have signed up or the 5-cock derby at San Juan Colseum on Api 
$s supported by Sagupann Complexor 3000. We are expecting more 
th 100 fights on Wednesday, hats why tha derby v startat 2 pm sad 
SIC pit manager Pete Rivara: Berty hast J. Paneda said guarantee pais 
P700,000: Contact 725-6563 725-509 and 0917 -8041691 (Aria) 
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Wizards book playoff 
. showdown with Cavs | 


LOS ANGELES—THE LAST PIECES OF THE NATIONAL BASKETBALL didn't sop the top-seeded Spurs from 
Association playoff puzzle finally fell into place Wednesday as the regu- closing the season with an 69-87 vic- ALLEN 
lar season concluded. toryover Houston. 


Tie Fast Conferences ith season, will face Milwaukee inthe The Spurs finished the season with Allen rips 
trough eich seeda were sl tobe fr ound a 6319 recond and wil face Soc 
det eer Sco te al ay of The Indiana Pacers cinched the mentointhe fist round. 
a Ee siahai nite twah 6933 The Las Ages Laken eum 3 _ yf mark 
Side No 5 spot with a 9680. victory over Odo. the seventh sed ahead of Sacramen- 
Mui ee peii Dorot ` Jermaine ON had 24 pins, to witha convincing 11595 victory 
Peon ssephen ison acted 2poins and over New Orleans. SEATTLE, WASHINGTON--RAY 
mS erhad 3 poinsand 12 s Siole I7 fete feces who Kobe Bryant scored 27 of his 35 Alen broke the Nana! Baseball 
Onde oe re ane eh fool sx games and pons inte fist half as dhe Lakes’ Asocton’s single-season record 
rebounds as he Weare a WillaceNewJeseyintheplayotis booked fisteound cash with the for pointer as held the Super, 
LeBron James. “The Ccngo Buls earned the sev- Phoenix Suns. Sonis toa 10998 win over Den" 
Bron Ja iho Tes James en sent wah Ben Cordon song Bian, making one more daim to ver on the final day of the regular 
and Lamy Hughes, escaped wit a a Bae 12706roat Mos Viable Payer honors, cam. season on Wednesday 
10059 very over Ades : pied is lex domam perfor- Allen scored 27 points and 
"hey took ber record S032, nl as Ki manes making 120826 shots en made 7-613 from the are to fish 
de fourh tine in dub history he E toate to finishing the campaign with the 2005-06 campaign with 269 3- 
de uh i decani Noson 14 and II rebounds for a kaguebest 354 sng menge pointers breaking the mark set by 
Se fix sinon he 199253 campaign. Chicago, who dosed the regular sea AFP Denis Stn 1995-1996. 
Ame he iade. va emmpsrsgradió Comite Rei: Coed 100, Atata He raised his career total to 
pisnes weatedthe game lie anexhi-theirlast 1 games. seems te Dam 8 Boson M Men 1755, second on the alltime lit 
bion. TONI iue demond aecdeä Mi. Rianne meg Et Ontara, Mim 
Detroit, who finished the season Pret 8 Wasingon SE. Det O0. Alen sank five 3-polners in the 
wih a 6418 moord and set a Neg 102. emassa 92 OT; Sr kko fost quarter and serre 20 pots 
PACERS Jonmine O Ned dns against the Magie- i record for wins n the regular 3 ansen e LA Opes eS Dasi. the opening bal 


Mowelfund Celebrity Federer, Naa near title clash 
Inv'l golf set June 23 oe snovou nw a 


TO  BENEHT MARGINALIZED use the modified stableford for. ing champion Rafael Nadal edged tive victory on dy and now sands 
‘workers inthe fm indus. golfing mat of scoring, is expected to be closer to another tiik just one match behind Thomas 
Celebrites see acon on June 239 graced by such screen and televi- when they stormed into Muster and lie Nastase, who are ied 
Tue funds for the Movie Workers sion luminaries like Vic Sotto, Caro Masters third : for fourth on theallime list. 
Welfare Foundation (Mowelfund)at Richard Gomez, Aga Muhlach Wednesday 1 a Nadal, last beaten on the dirt in 
Me aor Club Inuamures layout in and Ogie Alcasid, among others. „Top seed Federer led a sweep of Apri, 2005, improved to 10-1 in the 
Mania. Sotto and Roa have invited for- the top four seeds into the next principali 
"This marks the frst time that mer president Fidel V Ramos to phase with a 46-minute, 60,61de- Thid seed David Nalbandian 
Mowelfund, put up by former hit the ceremonial tee shot, with  moltionjob of hapless Spaniard complained about a 10.00 star, but 
President and actor Joseph Esra- Philippine Tourism Authority berto Martin tamed down with a 75, 75 win 
erin 1974 wil be organizing a general manager Robert Dean Federer bulking uptoanother as- over kalian Andreas Seppi. 
golf. tournament, dubbed the  Barbersalso invited to play sai on the French Open tie he 2 x ‘Croatian Ivan Ljubicic, the fourth 
SübdebiyGolfCupinvitatona" The Mowelfand has been only Grand Slam crown to have a seed, beat Frenchman Florent Sera, 
ebd rent names in working ona tight budget since eided hallowed Marin put 18 FEDERER 46, 63, 75 while Spain's David 
entetahment. polities, sports 2002, when its share of amuse- pointsintheirone sided encounter, Ferrer, German Nicolas Kiefer, and 
entifatment, poles, spars 2002 When ises m the Meno The Swis sar now facs wor Federer whose season now sands at warm up several ines. I vae maly DE Carlos Fer- 
end aims to raise a Manila Film Festival was cutto30 number 352 Benjamin Balleret of 301 geting sort of ready to play and it rero all went through. 
significant amount of money to percent from 50. Monacoon Thursday. | didnt play well in the fist never really happened. But Sicilian Alesio Di Mauro 
enfe ang e prviéges " Notoniydotemembesenjoy The unknown, Z3yearckd ad- round. To play s ditet mo dare- OES La pa there, I played knocked out tenth seed Radek 
Sed -benefis of is mofe than medical and hospitalization ben- vanced as French 13th sed Se lates its quis needs” very free, I played very good. Im Stepanek6-2, 26, 7-6 (7/4). 
4,500 members thts amounting to P77,000 each bastien Grosjean was forced to quit Na i que net esee veyhappy te waylplayed,andev- Mathieu had all the chances 
S00 member. o Sono and ser year Mowelfund also pro. wih aback njuy waling 46,7.5,3 thecourtasithseed Gllemo Qo eying worked our bow] want against Coria, but couldnt convert a 
actress Boots Ansor-Roahhead the vides aid for the education needs 2 Sa amied back fom the brink “1 cauldnt have played any bet- 61, 40 lead into a win. He saved six 
organizing committee of the ofthe children ofits members Federer marveled at how he was against Frenchman Pau tex” ‘Spain's secondseed Rafael match points—but stumbled on four 
organising, a Gan call 727-1915, able to num his day fortunes afier Mathieu 16,7-6(@/6),64icory Nadal ext aproacing sows ae of his own before going down. 
ay 727.1961and 936-3879 c/oTere, srugglnginthe frst round here. “in che odar room I was geting he put out Monacos other entry, “It wasa good fight but Tm furious 
The toumament, which will Jacqui and May "iswasreayunempeced said impatient to getonthecourt,Thadt© Jean-Rene Lismard, 64,61 sempe said Mathieu. AFP 


Tiger tries his driving @ 


mettle in stock racing tg DE AA ana 


AUCKLAND—THE FANS OF | knock them off" he sid. “The 
golf supersar Tiger Woods | whole idea is to have fun.” 

Tnow he can drive long but now Asked about insurance, he 
they are going to find out fhe | sid: "Thats taken care of" 
can also drive fast. Wiliams sad Woods had 


The world No. 1 will ry stock 2 watched stock car racing when AUCTION DATES: 


Qus ped prece 

ie ab ar pee ee potas teil Come ; j APRI 

DD DIC Ne E Eae L 

of his caddy and partime car  — “This is a bit more physical" the wheel of a stock car should 

Ur Me EHE 26, 27 & 28, 2006 
Ne done oer dingive involves short racesbetweenold “He's driven on the freeway in 

thrown a baseball a few times Cars, with a lot of shoving and. LA alot, sohe's had plenty of ex- SALE STARTS AT 8:30 A.M. SHARP. 

a baba Ter Saro or ean pa 

CET IRE AA 

 malists in Auckland Thursday. “If they knock me off, I can Umagaisalso entered... AFP 


Subic hosts 
4th Camp John Hay jet ski tilt 
member-guest on | tomorrow 


BAGUIO—THE FOURTH Camp John Hay Develop- | THE COUNTRYS TOP JETSKI 
Camp John Hay Invitational ment Corp., Camp John Hay | riders wil banie it out in the 
member-guest toumament Manor, Le Chef, Golforce, | kickoff of the 2006 Perron Na- 
willbe held today and tomor- Metro Rall Transit Corp., Fed- | tional Jet Ski Series at 9am. to- 
Tow at the Camp John Hay eral Management and Main- | morrow at the Waterfront Beach 
Golf Club course with S8 tenance, Inc, Wison Sport, | of the Subic Bay Metropolitan 
teams participating. Tee-offis DHN Construction, TSAI | Authoring 
shotgun syle at 8 a.m. Sales Corp and Kork, Inc. “Word Jetski runner-up Paul 
"The feld will be wing for Among the noted teams | del Rosario and 1998 champion 
the overall team low net the. areSheanBediJingyTuason, | John Dee lead the elte field. JS- 
overall team low gross, the Jason Lim-Montito Garcia, | AP acing president Dong Arcila 
overall individual gross and Nelson Eslao-Rick Madayag, | and Race Director Sonny Yalung 
the top awards in Class A, PengdeTagleBfrenSarmien- | urged all riders to bring their 
ClassB,Class Cand lass.” to, Choi Cojuangcofd Ale- |. standard protective gears. 
'Sponcorsare Rudy Project, grado, Herr BautisaPeter | Cal 4133109 or log on at 
Cub Leisure Management, Chen and Monet Garcia | wwwnewonjesponscom for 
Camp John Hay Golf Club, Dodie Puno. | dermis. 
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SM Storyland badminton reset 


RESPONDING TO POPULAR 2930. 2Thecwpeionwibeled BLDG. 1455 ARGONAUT HIGHWAY, TEL NOS: (047) 252-1129 * 252-1155 TO 58 * (02) 920-000) 


ck comes a Oe SM AP = id. ape paha CE Sowhmal SUBIC BAY FREEFORT, PHILIPPINES (02) 711-5270 * CEL NOS: (0917) 7262824 * (0917) 8388094 
onland Junior Badminton held at S! on Api and May 21 at SM Fairview. ‘com * WEBSITE: www.uasubic.gotdi 
An 2930 followed by te sond... Fr inu cil 8000614 or 569 E-MAIL: uasubic@uai.gotdns.com "WEBSITE: www.uasubic.gotdns.com 


E 
inp fom iis weekend w Apii cinic ar SM uve on May 6 908050, nl 
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De La Salle expecting 


quick UAAP 


makes its decision, only then will a 
Salle makes its move.” 

There's no assurance, though, 
that a final verdict will be made 
after today's deliberation. 

"The board will meet and discuss 
the findings of the committe. Ies up 
to the members of the board to de- 
cide on what actions will be taken,” 
said league secretary general Dr Ri- 
cardo Matibag of host Adamson. 

Casingal said the Archers’ bas- 
ketbell program has been stalled 
since the university admitted last 
(October that players Mark Benitez 
and Tim Gatchalian submitted spu- 
tious certificates of their Philippine 
Educational Placement Test to gain 
entry into the school 

“The team is in limbo," noted 
Casingal. "We cannot assure the 


Buri 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


DELA SALLE UNIVERSITY HOPES 
a decision will be reached quickly 
‘when the UAAP board deliberates 
on the six-month-old cage contro- 
versy involving the Green Archers 
at 10 am. today at the Adamson 
University 

"The league's fact-finding com: 
mittee recently wrapped up its in- 
vestigation on the case of the two 
Archers accused of submitting 
fake academic documents. 

Copies of the report have been 
furnistied to the representatives 
ofthe eight member-schools. 
22 "We hope that it will be finished 
joon” Bro. Bobby Casingal, La 
Salles sports development head, 
said yesterday "Once the UAAP 


decision 


100 percent competitiveness of im the 2005 season, while Gatcha- 
the men's basketball team since 
the UAAP is already in July” 

La Salle filed a one-year leave 
of absence from the men's basket- 
ball tournament only. However, 
the UAAP board turned down the 
school’s request, noting that bas- 
ketball is one of two mandatory 
sports in the league. 

‘Suspension from all sports is 
among the possible sanctions La 
Salle could face. 

“Except for 
team, all the teams are running 
normally, so it would be a big let- 
down,” said Casingal. 

Benitez and Gatchalian were part 
of the Archer’ 2004 championship 
team. Benitez sil played in La 
Salles team that placed runner-up 


lian failed to make it last year. 

‘Both cagers submitted fake cer- 
tificates of their PEP Test, an exam. 
taken in lieu of a high school diplo- 
ma to gain entry in college. 

In its own investigation, La Salle 
tagged Archers assistant team man- 
ager Manny Salgado and contractu- 
al satisican Raul Lacson as the 
team officials who helped secure the 
players false records. The two off- 
Gals had denied the accusations. 

The UAAP investigating com- 
mittee is headed by Fr. Ermito de 
Sagon of University of Santo 
‘Tomas, Matibag, Josie de Leon of 
Far Eastern University, Arlene 
Royo of National University and 
legal counsel lawyer Rene Villa 
complete the five-man panel. 
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Play and Learn with your PBA IDOLS 
in Burlington sponsored sporting events 


BBurlington — . 
“ESP SA 
Clinic 


Play like a pro with 
Coach Norman Black and PBA stars 

Open for 5 to 16 yrs old / boys & giris 

Venue - Araneta Coliseum / Ynares Coliseum 
April 02 to May 03 


No fees. Just be in your Burlington socks 
and buy a PBA ticket on clinic day. į 


Burlington PBA 
ioot-out at S| MALLS 


Enjoy the fun with PBA stars, 
know the ABC's of basketball from 
ex-pro league cagers. Compete in 
the games. Get your favorite play- 

ers’ signatures and have your 
photos taken with them at 18 SM 

Malls from April 18 to May 31 


this April and May 


&Bu 
a 
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Basketball League 


See the future stars of the PBA today. 

Which of the 14 teams backed by LGUs 

and PBA squads will win the 3rd Edition of the 
junior league for boys 12 years old and 
under. Find out this May 07 to June 0° at 


the Araneta Coliseum. a 


a 
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2006®Burlington , 
Badminton Clinic: - 


Train with the experts of the game -/ 
Enroll now in any of the five venues in Makati 
Manila, Quezon City and Lipa City 
April 17 - May 25 
For ages 5 and above 


Brought to you by: 


Balizone Skills Development by 
È Ed Cordero 
‘Specialized basketbel camp for individual training 
' speci skits for 7-16 years old boys à giis 
Meralco Gym 
Ap 2 -May 9 


Burlington F 


SPORT SOCKS 


Em ton Es 
[Ex NTE i E P" For more details, 


please call 
Nancy or Ryan 
892.7113 


BURLINGTON BIOFRESH- 
New technology that works 


for our feet 
By Nenet Galang-Pereña 
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Mifioza two shots 
behind with a 69 


SHANGHAL  CHINA—HENRIK 
‘Stenson shot a fiveunder-par 67 
Thursday to take a one sroke lead af- 
terthe fist round ofthe Asian Open. 

Stenson made six birdies 
against one bogey at the Tomson 
Shanghai Pudong Golf Club 
‘course to lead Scotland's Stephen 
Gallacher and Jean Van de Velde 
of France on 68 

Colin Montgomerie was two 
strokes off the pace at 69, in a group 
of six players that also included 
Irishman Peter Lawrie, South Ko- 
res Charlie Wi, Thomas Bjorn of 
Denmark and Frankie Mifoza of 
the Philippines 

Mifoza, the No. 1 Filipino 
shotmaker, had nines of 36-33 in 
his strongest opening round this 


Ateneo tests 


AFTER GAINING VALUABLE EXPE- 
rience the last time out, Ateneo's 
head coach believes his Lady Eagles 
are primed to go all the way in the 
V-League presented by Shakeys. 

“It was a learning experience 
forus," said coach Louie Gepuela, 
referring to a semifinal tumble 
his Lady Eagles took in. 
nals last season, their maiden 
stint in the fledging league. 

"The Lady Eagles battle newcomer 
University of the East in the second 
cof two games scheduled to open the 


season, but countrymate Angelo 
Que faced elimination after start 
ing out with a five-over-par 77. 

Like the first-round leader, Mi- 
fioza also rolled in six birdies, 
three of them coming in a row 
stating on No. 11. He actually 
bitdied three of the four par-5s 
ir also bogeyed three times. 

Jstenson of Sweden, the world 
No. 15, and Scotland's Mont- 
gomerie, ranked 16th, lead the 
charge for this year's open after 
defending champion Ernie Els de- 
cided to skip the tournament. 

‘The $1.8 million (euro1.7 mil- 
tion) Asian Open, with atop prize 
of $300,000, is co-sanctioned by 
the PGA European Tour and the 
Asian Tour. AP 


UE spikers 


second conference of the touma- 
ment at the Blue Eagle gym tomor- 
row Shor opening rites will be held 
at 3 pm. before Philippine Christian 
and Adamson mixitup at4 pm. 

"The Lady Falcons and the Lady 
Dolphins are also seeing action in 
the league for the first time like 
University of the East, adding fa 
or to the tournament which will 
miss traditional powerhouse San- 
to Tomas, the first champion 
which begged off after losing its 
core to graduation. 


Hard work pays off . 
for Ali Atienza 


THE SON OF MANILA MAYOR 
Lito Atienza, Amold "NI Hagan 
Atienza, is al substance when it 
comes to spons. He isnot fashy LIVING 

Bur he is thoroughly convincing [rd 

when he talks about spors. ; 


Speakinginmessurctione Al Manolo RA eof 
sédinsniieewdathesrow [jg ÁN ji 
preparing in earnest members of Inigo Ned Bi 
Jam MayailA for the Second 

Manila Yous Games National i- 
Watonal in Ocnber afer suc- 
28o saging the fith edióon 
ihe MY Games won by athletes 
from Malt ar the Rizai Memori- 
al Spons Compier 

K former Asan taekwondo 
champion and now chair of he 
Man Spons Counci, Al 
Soest: Parents should involve 
ther chidren in sports not for the 
Sole reason that someday they 
woud become sports heroes, but 
bese spots and physical ft- 
tess pay an imponan role in so 
E 

Bom on Sex. 29, 1972 in 
Manda, Alis a rustle spo 
manı having been a national ath- 
ika, sporting event organizer, 
tenm manager and national and 
iuerndonz spons ofical. 

Asa national athere, Ali made 
an inpag on the taekwondo 
Sene in 1994 when he bear a 
Highly favored Korean en rowe to 
winning te Asian championship 
the age of 21. He won the lone 
geld medal for the Philippines in 
Sar 1994 Asan Taekwondo 
Championships 

^s chair of the Manila Spons 
Council since 2001, AI is one of 
The youngest ever to supervise the 
spors program of the cauntys 
reni cty And during his term, 
be ety was able to success 
hası the Manda Youth Games, the 
MY Naional Inviaionil and 
ihe editions of the Manila 
Marathon. 

"^s an international oficial, he 
traveled abroad to meet with oth- 
r spons leaders who gave him 
Salate Jessons în sports devel- 
pment and management prac 

A graduate of De La Salle Uni- 
veniy (BS Phys wih special 
ization in Compuer Applications, 


CLEAN 


1989-1994), Ali has been cited 
for his contributions and achieve- 
ments in sports by, among others, 
the Philippine Sporiswrirers Asso- 
ciation, the Spons Communica 
tors Organization of the Philip- 
pines and the Philippine Spons 
Commission. 

WHO'LL WIN THE ASIAN 
LADIES TOUR? Based on record 
and form, the sensational Kim 
Gayoung of Korea is the solid 
pick to rule the Enerva Asian 
Ladies 9-Ball Tour set April 26-28 
at the Robinson's Galleria. A vir- 
tual unknown to Filipino sports 
fans, Kim is the reigning world 
champion and the winner of last 
years US Ladies Open and the 
American Ladies Inviational 
Open. The 20-year-old Kim has 
defeated, among others, some of 
the famous names in womens 
billiards such as Alison Fisher and 
Karen Cor, whose victims includ- 
‘ed male players like former world 
champions Earl Strickland, Joh 
my Archer and Ralf Souquet.. 
SOMETHING 1S SERIOUSLY 
WRONG. Red Bull diehards have 
a right to feel frustrated at the 
rate things are going or the team 
Fight now Las season, coach 
Yeng Guiaos charges won the 
PBA Fiesta Conference in dramat- 
ic fashion, beating Alaska, Baran- 
gay Ginebra and Purefoods in the 
quarterfinals, semis and finals, in 
that order However, Red Bull has 
been a profound disappointment 
in this ongoing Philippine Cup, 
losing four straight games (the 
Jast o the Alaska Aces) and drop- 
ping to a lowly 3-6 card, With all 
the talents Guiao has inherited 
and drafted, how come the team 
is not making an impact? Red 
Bull plays crowd favorite Ginebra’ 
tonight at the Big Dome. 
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What makes o. Freshaire 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


THE REALITY TALENT SEARCH “PINOY POP 
Superstar" on GMA 7 is an "original concept 
of the network," not a clone of the phenome- 
nally popular Fox talent show "American 
Idol,” according to "Pinoy" program manager. 
Hazel Abonita. 

"The format of ‘PPS’ is very different,” 
Abonita told INQuim Entertainment on 
Wednesday. "Un fact) if the forthcoming 
“Philippine Idol will only be the local ‘AL, 
shouldn't be a rival of PPS." 

‘ABC 5 recently acquired the “AI” franchise 
from FremantleMedia. “Philippine Idol" pre- 
mieres in July “AI” itself is a franchise of “Pop 
Idol,” which originated in the United King- 
dom in 2001 

Abonita noted that a "PPS" contender has 
to win in a qualifying round, then slug it out 
‘with different challengers for at least four 
weeks. 


Constructive 

Also, she said, compared to the three "AI 
judges--Simon Cowell, Paula Abdul and 
Randy Jackson—"PPS” jurors Jaya, Dam: 
Tan and Floy Qui: 
criticisms. 

Abonita added that all seven finalists 
—who will face off on May 6 in a grane 
down at the Araneta Coliseum in Quezon 


City—are required to per- 
form in nationwide road 
shows in key cities like 
Cebu, Baguio, Iloilo and 


Davao, (Ten percent of 
the final ratings will be 
based on the 


Santos, a psy 
chology student 
and "champion 
for eight weels, 
said she had to 
quit school on 
account of her 
tight “PPS" 
schedule, 

“Lack of rest 
affects our perfor- 
mance,” Davaoeño 
Denver’ Regencia, 

another champ for 

eight weeks, told a 


DENVER Regencia WHATIALA 


Mon: Pinoys 
in London 
made it easy 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO--FILIPINOS IN 
London boosted the confidence of singer Mon 
David to emerge as grand champion in the re- 
cent London International Jazz Compet 

David cannot seem 
to thank them enough: 
“ie was overwhelming, 
Up il the finals, they 
were nakatutok 
iy observing) including 
my batch mates (Pam- 
panga High School 
Cass 70), Ambassador 
Edgardo Espünu and 
tissu" 

‘Speaking to the Iw- 
quisa after a tribute by 
the provincial govem- 
ment and cultural 
groups im his home 

cole province, David added, 

po "The glow on their 
faces while performed was a big factor in my tti- 
‘umph At no point did he feel he was in a foreign 
land, competing against 106 singers from 27 
coururies, he said. 

Coming home to the big welcome on Monday, 
it was obvious the 52-year-old vocalist had not 
shaken off the joy from that euphoric bonding 
with compatrits. t was clear, Davi said, that he. 
‘yas in the tilt ess for himself tha for his country 


Single obstacle 

“The only obstacle, fit could be called that, he 
said was the cold weather 

Both the judges and his co falis had given 
the Filipino contender high ratings. 

"One told me was my focus on the lyrics that 
gave me the edge,” David recounted. “Another 
Said iwas my confidence?” 

He credited his long years of experience as a 
performer in the Philippines. "Musically and tech- 
Dial he said, "ali the finalists were very good.” 

Also on Monday President MacapagaArroyo 
officially congratulated David for the “wel-de- 
Served” triumph. 
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Entertainment 


Spend this summer with 
pacas oy 
[NS TS 
fermu 


Use your HSBC credit card for a chance to go to Paris and London 
and re-live scenes from the movie The Da Vinci Code. 


Your trip will include a visit to the Louvre, where The Da Vinci Code begins, 


This summer, your HSBC credit card gives you a chance to win 
a FREE trip for two to Paris and London plus P100,000 spending money. 

‘and Westminster Abbey, where the mystery unravels. 
Every P500 charged on your HSBC credit card gives you one raffle entry. 


So don't wait. Spend this summer using your HSBC credit card 
and increase your chances of winning. 


Don't have an HSBC credit card yet? 
Apply now and get one raffle entry upon approval. 
Call 885-7690 to 93 or visit wwwchebc.com.ph. 


HSBC 4X» 


The world's local bank 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


i... ENTERTAINMENT.. o naemen APOG 
Eva Longoria ‘dressed to the 9" by Monique Lhuillier 


OS ANGELES—EVA r was asked to confirm rumors that shooting guns since she was, be- 
Longoria showed up ONLY IN #52] Terho hasa French hiphop leve it or not, 5 years old. Was she 
at a recent press con bum, has bought her an engage scared being taught by her dad to 
mee ren v meni ps ast end shoot at sich an early 
A laughed, holding up rir age, I asked the plucky Texan. “It 
by Filipina designer Ruben V. ges before the assembled writers, ally” She answered. “I 
Monique Lhuillier. Nepales “No plans.” Maxim magazine's “#1 ‘on a ranch. We would 
Eva wore Monique's sparkling Honest Woman in the Word” in go target hunting and shooting al 
diamond-studded pendent in the 2005 splits her time berween San the time with my dad. We would 
Shapeofa9—thejerseynumber of rhinestones. “People send me Antonio Texas, where she watches shoot coffee cans, beer bottles and 
Meo end su Anio Spurs Rees pethe (on 32" ta) Tonys home cou games whenever fence poss? Bur she made sure to 
standout Tony Parket things” the petite (orly emm) she can, and Los Angeles, add, “Fm obviously very educated 
mou Ton Pee “Desperate {oem add, ok amused. “ies Eva first marriage in 2002, to 5 ‘on how to handle a gun. My dad 
modu aaridemtedtoher Loribelwanmumbergoneyery 308P opera actor Tyier Christo- did a great job of raising us about 
French-speaking basketball player thing. It just happens to be... ike Pher, ended quicky. OF hat union, gun safety and all ofthat.” 
Gann ie Belgium, raised in wee yous love fogs and all she revealed, "We eloped. and : 3 
a ew what? Lam GeedesSouhaveadeskallof Went to Vegas. We real ; Moral boundaries 
thatgiti"she admitted."Tamreal- frog paperweights, fog pencils think it through. What it taugh On which character she identi- 
Meere realy suppardve and and s on. E kend of spon out of. Te Was that marrage is a very se fes with most, the "sexpot” (her 
this was acmually my Christmas git control Gaughs).” zious. sacrament E , 1 : À word) Gabrielle or pito packing. 
{from Tony]. It was designed by ready for at that time. Hopefully 5 4 noviceagent Jill in “The Sentinel 
Monique Lhuillier. [The pendant] "World's hottest" the next time it happens, it’s going Eva replied, "Oh, God, theyre 
js Koks le a 9 but wasnt Afr the press con, Eva told me, “be well thou completely diferent. Playing Jul is 
meant to (laughs)." “goto Monique a lot." Apparently, The 3years P probably closer to me and who I 
"The actress, who is branching she meant not just for clothes but l R * am. She has moral boundaries. 
we ier e voice Gilet Rejomebyaswell Eva shared her Show biz career moves “The Sen- She's good with a gun. Tm good 
"The Sentinel" with Michael Dou- — excitement about the designer's ba- tine!” will be followed by another Ha > with a gun (laughs). She's very 
gs and Kiefer Sutherland, even byboy bor last January. movie outing, "Harsh Times,” an : adainant about not using her looks 
a nea widninein "prie interview, TV's Gabriele indie drama with Christan Bale : 1 to move forward, which is the ex- 
andi pang e Rodriguez. In the for- í A m opposite of Gabriele (avg) 
OL as she got the part of a secret uA ey 
Service agent, thanks in large. Ge Housewives before people 
Ls CINEMAS Seen detener PT Wag an ugly ducking,” says Maxim magazine's "Hottest Woman.” donee mestre, 
“Michael, luckily, is a huge f "Desperate Housewives" fans, 
hey is a buge P ret shor, He knew I grew up in shootbenerchan 90 percent ofthe worry ge Ba i : 
ode Sow ah. fuas so he realy believed ar police oer in the county she sey sak Hea ii KN NG. 
Nauna be knew my work. Bi creer would be a perfect told me, kughing She divulged that not one, bur ive 
a a E e ab ‘play her adopted infant 
AMERICAN SUBMERGED that I was a tomboy, that Fm a low great a shooter is she? "T out that diminutive Eva has been daughter Lily on the hit series. 
suamence s Since uy actors 
Baas as cant be overworked 
(his is Hollywood, af- 


RO N ter all, baby), a set of 
PROMENADE j MONSTER RADIO E wae an d 


Way the 
daughter d TVs sri 

ISTAN & kci? 
ICE AGE? T a ra herself ks to 

ae — P : in 

HONORE] ap Na ngan 9 Errores point out that she was 
3) Riot the cutest baby in 
i 3 ie warid. Toras born 
[GGG ag sarat mor monge ionem c T the ugly duckling.” 
"oesusssesssseosansasaste she declared, a re- 
S LAS frin that she brings 
EUREN zi wp in iterrens te. 
5 case she knows it 
TeATRING DANCE wont | To y APRIL 23 makes for good copy. 
aaie X Sl my sisters are 


ENS SUNDAY Ede 
2:00PM [pozos 
SM MEGAMALL = called la prieta 


MTRCB p, F2-18. | APPROVED W/O CUTS! growing. ws 


Ni >, WE" CINEMA? ERE EI 
; rk one’ My par 
OOZING WITH TERROR. Ss would sy arto 


CRAWLING WITH FEAR. CREEPING WITH HORROR. 4 me. 


GET READY FOR SLIME TIME! nba Scarred 


n "I taught me really 
" eariy to develop a per- 
LITHER JE: : uuu pi 
mor, a lot of other 
"^ 1 APRIL 26 skills and to focus on 
|" my education. I didn't 
blossom until college, 
unti T sared doing 
the pageants I think it 
was a by-product of 
being called ugly my 
whole life. T keep 
telling my mom she 
wem ud ane seared 

me but she dida 

(laughs). 

A OR dsl BUC it was from the. 
Something is about. heart that she spoke 
a taki z S of why she has been 
Andi : Pan ah acie volunteer at 


TUNE INTO IEEE ess 


Eva disclosed, "My 


MONSTER RADIO — iuge] mental- 


: ly challenged. 1 grew 
rx 93.1 UN 
al T light and center of our 
AND.GET A EGER M 
A > came a special educa- 
caro ear mek CHANCE TO WIN “ion acher because 
hor of my sister, So we 
5 FREE TICKETS! have been involved 
with the Special 
Olympics since 1 can 
remember 

“We were bom into 
my sisters world so 1 
Know nothing els. it 
wasnt as if all of a 
sudden my He 
changed and | didnt 
get as much attention 
Because this child 
needed more atten- 
tion, Ik was always 
that way with us. The 
only word 1 know is 
living with her, cater- 
ing to her and sup- 
porting any causes 
that help the develop- 
ment of mentally 
challenged individu- 
als, She's an amazing 
human being. 1 just 
couldn't sce my We 

any other way" 


(E-mail the colum- 
nist at 
ronepales_ S585@ya- 
hoocom.) pa 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 3 “wwwirobinsonsmovieworld.com 
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“co Age 2 

IN ONLY 12 days, "ke Age 2s The 
Meltdown” grossed P80 millión ma: 
donwide, making ir the. biggest 
March release ever in thé Philip- 
pines, and the biggest-grossing an 
mated feature to be shown: here 
"The lm is a 20th Century Fox pro- 
duction released here by Wamer 
Ans. 


Tipa 

NYOY Volante jams with 

trys top guitarists in "Tipo,'a rae 
musical event at the Teatrino 
Greenhills, on May 10, 11, 12! 
13. Joining Nyoy are Paolo Santos 
Pido, Noel Cabangon, Maegan 
‘Aguilar, Gary Granada and Ra-| 


Mon: Pinoys 
in London ... 


From page A2-1 


President cited Davids "tireless «n! 
vocacy to promote Filipino cultu: 

"Ms Arroyo urged him to t si 
tinue to win the hearts of musi vi 
thusiasts here and abroad as sow 
represent the best that de Filim 
can be,” and “continue to.do «ine 
Philippines proud as you share ur 
gift of song with the rest-of iv 
world.” 

Asa tribute to David andali ka 
pampangan achievers in she nt 
the provincial government decel 
March 22 "Kapampangan, Artis| 
Day" 


Truly Kapampangan 

David, a native of Sio Tuna. 
town, has recorded Kapampainn 
songs. The Pampanga. anon 
“Himno ning Kapampangan? ni 
the pop diny “Kapampangan i 
are woo is signature songs: 

To David, the London sim vh 
dated a belief he had long ied 
about music. " a jazz bm um 

Some Brkish stu 
singa song in yn. 
Abe Mu Ku (LAM with 


strange to them, yet we manag! 
transcend that barrier. Music wails 
connects people?” 
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A grand parade wil ik of te " OWER PLANT 
FROM PAUL R. Mortel: “Last ing ach on April 29, KIEFER Sutherland co-stars with 
FROM PAUL R Mort: “Las. Saning fom the Quirino Grand- Michael Douglas, Kim Basinger fb E (MA 


Mardi O inama 3 at Gateway, Sand and ending in font of SaF and Eva Longoria in “The Sen- m pem 
VA (bo. The theater did no [pi t Bee 3 "us mt 


Wi jh 

“Aliwan Fi Med iaht BELOW 

‘THE MANILA Broadcasting Co., to- [7] 1200230500, 
= 


Nestor 
U. Torre 


mon “RJ” Jacinto (May 11 and 
13), Call 721-6726, 891-5610 or 
533.0642. 


Backroom caravan 
BAGROOMS summer 
caravan Tits the Ynares Cen 
Aipolo on A2 and the MIT 

m hig haope mea EE rp AA 

do, Pampeiga on Ape 29. Other SONY n 

Seabees Ma zat D M: MM : De wo staan mesa 

MR pinang DESTIN face cnc Someones BEFORE FU PM MON TO FR 
1B at South Koronadal Gym and 

Cara cones aso in Marbel. And 
Nay 20 at e De La Sale Gym in 
Bacolod C Call 435-3808 


onc of af festivals, fom Ap 
Thousands of cultural 


culture and traditions. Contests in- 
dude the Dance Parade Competi Age 

tion, Float Competition and Reyna x E MTRCB) G nmn. | aus sous aomirreo 
ng Aliwan beauty pageant. Huge z 

prizes are at stake. 


Bring the Barkadal 


: | SCREAM | RIL 26 
MOST AMAZING STORY OF Hi ES 
THE SURVIVAL FRIENDSHIP, 
AND ADVENTURE EVER TO oLD. 


E: 


-— 
BIGGEST "m. 35»0F ALL TIME! 


SOC DOO 


BOX OFFICE GROSS ...and still counting. -f 
he imi v 


[mil 


Nag 


ET the Activity Center 


7 Customer Service text hoe: 0917 6096900 ‘ang Tow Conter - 842 2782: om 10am to Bpm 
EIGHT BELOW PAMAHIN Gene Seve Mmes Goieta -7527272 kom 10am opm Ayala Genier Cobu-(032)731 5342 Ic 324 
Siam. 752 4853. om tamto 2a Markel Moret -8887519 


ICE AGE2: ; 
1 SENSA |? ^ vieenows 


z f 

4 suamenceo |5 sustrrenos |6 emonreerow |7 pamanmu 
Teonzono Event Automatic Center Exhibit 
Ap 2, 2008, 


121.2 14 17 lo May 2, 
EIGHT BELOW 2. (cece 2: THE MELTDOWN SATE MELA 


GLORIETTA 


Po an TII NN Kurs cune MARKET! MARKET! 


NG [Ais ons Saag a] «ae causing | danasin Forte gmat tent Eum 


kani I Apri 22, 2008 


EIGHT BELOW 2 D LUCKY ones 


A Day With An Artist 


[Tcr A paman |5 TRISTANAISOLDE s April 22 to 28, 2008 


THE MELTDOWN 


"petes uae PRET = operum Pilippinas pranoni TWO E TWO MAKE SEX 
idco sete es 4 — REP Globe Theater «Apri 21, 22. 23. 28, 29. 30, May 5 687 


Forincuris, pix. cat 887-0710 
2 SUBMERGED 


TRegiavation I now ongoing lor Ayala Museum 
[m M ‘Summer AT Festa Workahop 2006 
5 THE MELTDOWN For inquiries, please cali 757-7117 to 21 loc 28 or visit www ayalamusaui 


and he's treating 
your wife right now 


April21,2006 — 12nm-6nm 
Glorietta Activity Center 
Teen Tattoo Booth 
e Teen Pix Booth 


MAKE SEX Fashion Show (Bayo, Tomato, Converse) 


Celebrity Snag-A-Date 
Live Concert 


‘CONVERSE: gxmn NLA] 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE| 


n — 


FOXTROT 


ComicRelief eona 


BYBILLAMEND A.LIPIN 
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ASSESSES YouR 

PLAY AND MATCHES YOU 

[ert woke OPPONENTS 
AROUND THE WORLD. 


“TeeryOSMeTH VALE” 
PRESCHOOL CHALLENGES. 
‘You To A GAME. 


1 founo Tas 
ook ONLNE 
chess SERVE. 


(eem 
qi 


BY JESS ABRERA 


GAME NAL )(NAKAKAHILO WA (PAH) 
BAKIT KAYA? 


TM AFRAID 
WOODROW DOESN'T 
KNOW HE'S A 


Po wwe nao 
Rana GALT eA! 


BABY BLUES BY JERRY SCOTT 


TUN A ONT OW SER 
To Te GREATEST SHOW m THE 
WALD ustciniG WY ES 


TAP SONY ELEVEN SS 
TL THe AEST INTERMISSION. 
puro 


mwao 


Ca 
Be A Mon. ! 


are 
- 


DARNEDs 


ATOMO AND WEBOY BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


DIVINE COMEDY BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


Why Do PeopLe 
THINK HAF FAIR 
SKIN iS BETTER? 


Net ALL Do- BUT 
There ARE PeopLe 
Wie Do. THE WORLD 

THAT WAY, 


See TRA GL over | 
THERE? He Doesn't | 
Know i gvr His tur 
CRACK I5 SHORING 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


KAHULUGAN NG KUARESMA: Tayo ang | | KAHULUGAN NG DAGDAG NA BUWIS: Gobyerno 
pumalpak pero si Kristo ang nagdusa. ang pumalpak pero tayo ang nagdusa. 


MIKROKOSMOS 


NAPAKA-INCONSIDERATE 
Mo TALAGA , BUNSOY! 
p 


&YJOMKETEJDO 


ANG LES ERE SA INGAY MONG MATULOG, 


NG PADYo MO, 


YOU BORN TODAY: No matter how bold you are (and you can be bold), you present a careful judicious mask to the 
XOU BORN ny are you clever and well-educated (even if self caught) youre extremely capable. You have the origi- 
Via Of Aries and the sensual practicality of Taurus. You handle authority well. The year ahead is social, fun- 


British mor 
LEO Quiy 23 to Aug 
22): Others notice you 
in the "month ahead. 
Thats because the Sun 
5 at the top of your 

chart. You make a great impression 

fon important people now. 


[3 


learn something new. Basicl 
want to experience the world 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): With the Sun 
now in your sign, its 
Your turn to recharge 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Your popul: 
Ty E going to rie in U 
Sext few weeks. Acce 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 


loving and wonderful for relationships. 
dis turns to money, pos- Some time by yourself in 
Tere. No more loose ends. proaches, think about what you 
Your batteries for U 


Birthdate of Elaine May writer/director; Andie Macdowell actress; Queen Elizab 

© ARIES (March 21 to GEMINI (May 21 to 
Sessions and your Anan- (9 the next few weeks. You 
ial state of affairs, You need this You have alot 

Want your next year to hold. 
Y o ali invitations. Enjoy the. 
fest of the year Put ‘company of others Join. 

ourself first now. Ies all about you 


April 19): Now your fo- June 20): Try to get 
want to get things straightened out to think about. As your birthday ap- 

clubs and organizations. 
forthe next four weeks! 


DaiLy CROSSWORD See ei aa S 
eme E EE 
= 


across 
1 Royal Peruvian 
5 Aipabotzes 
10 Compur lo 
M Auton fra 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Now. 21): Partnerships 
and clase friendships are 
36 Showy boom ‘strong focus in tbe next 
17 Beheaded few weeks. You c 
Boleyn 3 learn a lot about yo 


18 Boredom by observing how you relate to loved 
38 Hing rousing 


20 Acor Beaty 

Ocarina 

23 Swerved otf 

25 Rone 
Hiberoreis 
me 

26 Pregrant 

28 Realy big 

33 Transplant, as 
apa 

34 Lamer in spirts 

35 ET's vende 

36 Armchar 
anaes 
‘camel 

wm 

38 Tre werk wook 
oet 

32 Moray 

40 Port d Vw 

41 Nap 

42 Making a weak, 
ding sound 

44 Sioa tons 

48 Borers punch 

48 nan unt 


pan 
15 Frosune 


shang burl ou 
rant fo get Deter ox 
= Ferre, di 
Sess, insall shelves, 
pint, lean and by what you need 
{Eidos good oo. 


o romance, sporis, 


theater, the arts and vacations are 
your strong focus. Enjoy! 


‘month ahead. Talk to family mem 


bers, Tackle home projects. Make 
your home more cozy and inviting. 
and increased study 


fending and weting 


keep you ‘hopping. In addition, 
masy people went to talk to now! 


mE 
WESCE 
c 


By Dorala Becher 
‘ingen, TX 
3 igh rea cor 


4 Fra puce domk 
5 Tree seats © 


eed 
6 Hod ie 1o 
1 Phlosopor. 
Descartes. 
[17] 
sagad 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Home, family 
and all things dome 


o Toar ies 

10 Marks meaning 
Tepot 

T1 Domain 

Y Add enor to 

13 Concoming 


57 Jano 6, 1944 
58 Wd speech 
59 Passover feast 
60 Husband of 


E 
ET rd 
£2 coss p. 
[I 
Tenes 


PISCES (Feb. 19 t 
March 20): Prepare for. 
3 busy month ahead! 
Shor trips, busy errands 


24 Sard tver 

25 Wacame 

27 Such again 

2 Loud. resonant 
male souna 

29 Kick cut 

30 Gots aqgors 
med idet 

31 Fuly ames 

Sa Gares 

AM Grain fusis 


31 Mos smoot 
tongued 


38 Holor. bos 
40 Stck buna 
11 Masi sar 
43 Tossos od. 
44 Bani seam 
46 Vorsfor Nash 
47 Big suncweh 


oun y 
n 
È Gala gate 
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LOVEKNOTS 


HINDI ko MARINIG 
Yuna RADYO! 


A 


HINDI TULOY Ako 


BY DANIELSHELTON 


Best saugan. Gui?” 
‘Eve even Hao! 


"a PROBLEA, 
(bite? med INSEKTONG, 
akAkamn PHA 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


E L 7 WTUTb NA ka yi 
SIMBAUN/vpas £ BIROR, MP 
UN uane Uson TAN NA ,| 
Nars ene $ SINISI SIS 
3 y 


LAB orii 


YUNG MANUSCRIPT NG 
GPEL OF JUPAS, WOME 
LUMA PERO YUNG NILA- 
LAMAN NG YRRUSCRIT, 
HINDI ToToO.? 

EX pes 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 
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bh Ati ot ENTERTAINMENT . us ; 
Cesare for Writers’ Night @ Conspiracy: Minimalism is for wimps’ 


ART AND LITERARY ICONOCLAST Araneta Center with Rage at Ratsky Morato 
Cesare AX. Syjuco is the special fea- Akafellas, Anpágetables, Kamikazee at Starmall 
tured performer for “Writer Night" Lou Bonnevie, Pinikpika mss; 4pm. 
at the Conspiracy Garden Cafe on Paolo Santos, Noelle Cas Me God and Company 
April 25, 709 pn. sandra, Radioactive Sago at RY Guitar Bar, Jupiter 
‘Once regarded as “the Golden Boy of Project Kitchie [iy St, Makati 
Philipines Ar the multi-awarded Ce- Nadal, Rocksteddy, Fran- ‘Tribe of Levi at Tavern 
sare is equally known for his reclusive cis Mand Barbie Almalbis onthe Square, Greenbelt 3 
ature and for his daring experimental Winston in Concert fea- Flintstones’ and the 
“works. turing True Faith and The Gang at Merk's 
Aply tiled “Cesare: A Dawn at Party Place in San Jed Madela at SM 
Noe From Under. Fernando, Pampanga Makati 
ground’ the Con- RU 'n Friends with the CESARE Syjuco 6 
X SHOW , ` spiracydareisone Members Band at RJ Gui- April 23 
of a senes of small tar Bar, Jupiter St, Makati Katrina Hail at Metropolis Star Al- 
#TIME venue performances 9th Avenue at Tavern on the abang;4 p.m 
E tharpreludesthere- Square, Greenbelt3 AJAI Delas Alae Maggi Magic Sarap 
lease of the arises Kand'The Boxers atRatsky Morato Palengke Tour at Naga Public Market 
CD album and book next month. The... Frenchie Dy at Ratsky Malate Join the Club at Robinson's Place 
IS album showcases Cesare's Imus : 
prize-winning avant-garde poetry and Tomorrow qe BJ “Tolits” Forbes at SM 
music. uh Ledesma and Bob Phe d Bacoor 
Abo performing on Tuesday is Ce- by Soul of The Platters at 
arts youngest daughter, 20-year-old the Captain's Bar of Man- April24 
poet and fietionist Maxine Syjuco, The darin Oriental Y Michael Tey at RJ Gui- 


eclectic event is being organized by UP ' tar Bar, Jupiter St, Makati 


Wiss reser "Came “Vint chanted Kingdom, Sta. § Strings of Soul. and 

Nader See opm RUNS Mtl Michaelangelo at Tavern 

“aia og abang pos. Operesdani Loc PN C onthe Square, Greenbelt 3. 

buta very loud one? Cesare says oF is : 

poesy performances. “No mater how : April25 / 

A pay ira recon album, ts never Michael Terry at IU Gui- A 

mpeg be Toud enough p bk n= Tote" Fases tar Bar, Jupiter St, Makati THE MISSION BEGINS 


Hi 
TEKA! - TAN MAY,3 
EL ow ans Ri aman | YA. E 


C |. oie Sr Taune ELY VOUA TESTE N ASVANES NEW 


panain [LEN Gr a F Visit our cinema ticketbooths in 


mago RAM 

of highsolume js : GLORIETTA 4 * GREENBELT 3 

Sarge bn emp E BUS, z ^ & ALABANG TOWN CENTER * MARKET! MARKETI 
Ji png to bea ing r : à x AYALA CENTER CEBU 

short and fast piece.. 


ik improv, js on pr "agila iua zs Dr log on to WWW.Slreseals.com for web reservation 
ka midea |G F OPENS MAY 3 AT ALL 


DPI bon AYALA MALLS CINEMAS 
Siamo m eR d A 


Tonight 
Fanhday Jam at 
Times Square, 


Lu VÀ 


~ 


Featuring ^ Me 
BARBIE ALMALBIS * KITCHIE NADAL 
RADIOACTIVE SAGO PROJECT * ROCKSTEDDY 


and many moi 


FREE ADMISSION a 


APRIL 21 /7PM7 TIMES SQUARE / ARANETA CENTER 


"esee GG NDIBKIO MER 


SUBMERGED — | D'LUCKY ONES ETT 
were , 12a01255751017251940 | 150483017101030 


MOMENTS OF LOVE; ICE AGE 2 T BASIC INSTINCT 2 | EIGHT BELOW 


OMENS OF IOUE i mananan taceam aaora 


ANERCANS01DER8 | PAMAHIIN.” EIGHT BELOW 
vestyaonsiorranyean | PISKAIBI28|7381948  . 20OTASO/T901930 


Miva. CINEMAS 


D O Lucky ONES j| PAMAHIIN SUBMERGED 
uU Ticket prices: 3,500 / 3,000 / 2,500 /1.500 / 800 / 300 T2108 AS | 00] BAD mus | 420) sanan DU In Lat 650186 
[EE Available at SM dept. store and Araneta Coliseum ticket booths 1 


MOMENTS OF LOVE [7:3] — EIGHT BELOW Df 
akeri namana, 752 eM 


Government Warning: ARANETA COLISEUM ^ s 
| Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. | [PBA PHILIPPINE CUP | SNINA ROOIS., GREG ROLE NE! 


pr 23, 4:10 TALK N TEXT vs SAN MIGUEL 


nn. BSOCOCACOAVSAR?! Dess | APRIL 28, Friday 8 pm 


7 * 


| ia 
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Miriam Quiambao, minus the hubby 


HONG KONG-BASED BEAUTY QUEEN 
Miriam Quiambao spent Holy Week in VI 
gan, locos Sur, minus her Italian business- 
man hubby, Claudio Rondineli 

"The morena stunner was often seen taking 
lots of pictures, "It seems photography is her 
new hobby" said an eyewitness. "People had 
snapshots taken with her, too." 


Black Saturday, 
sun tan day 
Hor couple Jericho 
Rosales and Heart 
Evangelista hit the 
waves in San Juan, 
Ta Union during the 
holidays. "The two 
were spotted genting 
tan on Black Satur 
day near Echo's 
etch front proper 
ug 
He wore a veil Snapshots of a Holy 
Comedian John Week break solo. 


4: Coed Scandal 


S Siendo Family Day ot Stull 

deest pabo e 
aint Ran a an 
cirque eme pen 
DIE 


mamal] 


GMA 7s. cooking 
show, "Mobile Kusi- 
na," starting today, 
taking over chores 
for Christine Jacob- 
Sandejas who is 
scheduled to give 
birth next month. 


All about bodies 

Some babes with 
the best bods are 
still in Boracay. At 
least three of 
them—Mylene Di 
zon, Nancy Castili- 
ogne and Reema 
Chanco—are not 
out there just to 
show off their 
curves. They're 
crew members for 
the Nestlé Fit In fit- 
mess fest, ongoing 
till tomorrow. My. 
lene will give belly 
dancing ^ lessons 
Reema, cardio box- 
ing; Nancy, hip hop 
aerobics. Hip hop 
aerobics? 


JOHN and Jet: Separated at birth? Favorite 
ex-husband 
Hollywood actress 
Jane Fonda just came 
back from a trip to 
Argentina with for- 
mer husband Ted 
Turer. They remain 
close, she told Associ 
ated Press in Atlanta. 
“He's my favorite ex- 
husband." 


Lapus joined the Good Friday procession in 
Dinalupihan, Bataan, with some friends. John. 
is said to have worn a veil to avoid catching 
too much attention. By the way, there's no 
truth to the rumor that John is playing the 
role of Dawn front man Jett Pangan in aforth- 
‘coming indie movie. 


Baby due in May 


Donita Rose is hosting the fifth season of 


PRINT AND RADIO 


CAN BOOST YOUR 


MARKETING PLAN 


Recincone the por of pit and radio. Come o the PANA Medinet. 
‘A Bday mein fron at how effective and effet prot and radio 
ders can be vein gen eden nd san aid 
‘Adina frc Apel 2021, 10 AN 107 PH tube Ground Poor, Oh 
‘Nat Sod Badang ung (Dci Ayala Tower Ore) Ayala Aven, 
‘aka Ci Hoel by the Pics Amocaion of Natonal Adae, 
in cooperation wth Untied Print Media Group and he Kapha ng mga 
Brodar ng Pilpinas ado Sean) 


Tor mone dett conet The PANA Secretariat 
Unt 2D Tore deSaledo, 184 Sedo St, Leas Ve, Maa Cay 
Td. No: 940474 o 75, 94.0012 vo 13 renal 1o emal@pena com ph 


THE POWER OF 


mu 


PROGRAM 


DAY (Apa Toda) 
PAN a Aan eot Radio in he Adve Medis Mie 
Min imim - anche Power Kao 


QU eee aen train 
pee 
P arae Mari, lamp Dace, Sarcom 


RADIO AND PRINT 


ic») 
KBP 


7 


-— 
NANCY Castiglione. 
for hip hop aerobics. v 


"THAT's So Raven” on Disney Channel 


Slade back 
on ‘Titans’ 


I 

ta M THEYRECOOL THEYRE HOT. 
ka Whichever way you put it, these 
p shows are meant to make the sizzling 
Leinan mainid Summer justa little bit more 

REEMA Chanco 

for cardio boxing. 


bearable for children: 

""Power Rangers 
Dino Thunder" starts 
“April 30, 7:30 a.m., then 
weekends on Cartoon 
Network, A new team, 
Power Rangers Dino Thunder battles a 
new menace on earth. 

*Acceleracers: Grand Pix” More 
action weekends starting April 29, with 
“Ignition”; May 6, "The Speed of Si- 
lence”; May 13, "Breaking Point"; May 
20, “Ultimate Race.” Also on Cartoon 
Network. 

“That's So Raven.” Season 4 starts 
tomorrow, 6:30 p.m. on Disney Channel. 
Raven Baxter finds herself in all sorts of 
funny situations—as usual. 

*"The Incredibles.” Premieres on 
Disney Channel tomorrow, 7:30 p.m. An 
action-packed animated adventure 
about superheroes led by Bob Parr and 
his wife Helen. A mysterious communi- 
cation orders Bob toa remote island for a 
top-secret assignment. 

“Pokemon.” Premiered on Cartoon 
Networkon April 12. Catch Ash Ketchum 
and his Pokemon, Pikachu on Toonami, 
weeknights at 7:30 p.m. 

he Simpsons.” First time on Car- 
toon Network anywhere in the world. 
Tune-in weeknights, 7:30 p.m., on Toon- 
ami for double episodes. 

"Teen Titans: The End." Premieres 
tomorrow, 7 p.m., on Cartoon Network; 
encore on Sunday, 11 a.m. Slade is back 
from the dead, stronger than ever, and 
Taunches an attack on the Teen Titans, 


Kip 
Fir 


MYLENE Dizon for 
belly dancing. 


JANE Fonda, 


formerlyTurner 28 


[LEARN FILMMAKING THIS SUMMER AT 
IMOWELFUND FILM INSTITUTE 


IBASIC CINEMATOGRAPHY 
WORKSHOP 

in 10-day hands-on workshop on the accurate 
Ieansiation of the cinematographer's 
Intensions through lighting design. 

land camera work. 


ate: April 24 - May 6, 2006 
|10 am -7 pom / Monday - Friday 

iw Cinematographer REGIBEN ROMANA 

Irutuon fee covers 16m 

Pana a an aa aa 
KO a © mem KO 


Marjan 


ontis Rivera 
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Q1 budget gap lower than expected PEE 

bes flection offset o stay volatile, 
ong revenue collection ottse z 

high spending in first 3 months warns IMF 


By Doris C. Dumlao 

By Michelle V. Remo "rl siaos- S ' ii ters9= (Si on, sucus ARE LIKEIY TO REMAIN 
3 high and volatile in the near future, 
: .AedSpm.ei 2006 "MeeSpm. Ae 1.20 weighing down on equities and ex 
Change rares in oikimporting countries 
GOLD: $623.00-623.50 fike the Philippines, am Intemational 

paren ogee 19,206 Monetary Pund report warned. 
^ Bot over the longer term, consumer 
Shares close 0.8696 higher ee chee m al 
E ; depending on the 
nd on the viabili- 


announced that expenditures forthe first E ces 

three months of the year reached P272.6 their highest lve than sx years, dealers said. 
billion, ier than the P263.5-bilion. f The composite index rose 19.03 points to 

target. ‘ational Treasurer Omar quartey was due largely to the advance = 2,242.76, the high for day and off alow of 2215.18. 
Cruz said the overspending was offsetby — Quom. | SH x SHARES ES 


9°25'N AND 11°15'N, 
123°13'E AND 124^5'E 


CEBU UNVEILS ANOTHER BEAUTIFUL DESTINATION. 

CELEBRATE A NIGHT OF BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE, MUSIC AND CUISINE WITH THE CAR THAT DEFINES BEAUTY AND SAFETY. 
VOLVO CEBU A.S. FORTUNA ST., BANILAD MANDAUE CITY, CEBU 

WIRES STYLE AND SAFETY COME TOGETHER AS WE UNVEIL THE NEW VOLVO CEBU SHOWROOM. 


HEAD DOWN TO OUR SHOWROOM TO EXPERIENCE A SURPRISINGLY HEADY MIX OF CLASS, STYLE AND SUBSTANCE. 
CALL (032) 346-3322 TO TESTORIVE A VOLVO. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


rH a BUSINESS 


Ginebra income sinks to P368M 


SMC hard liquor unit hit hard 5 
by rising costs, weak demand SMC to list $300M 
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By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


RISING COSTS AND WEAKEN- 
ing demand for hard liquor sent 
the income of Ginebra San 
Miguel Ine. sinking to P368 mil- 
lion last year from P1.72bilionin 
2004. 

Ginebra said in a report to the 
Securities and Exhcnage Com- 
mission that due to lower sales 
volumes, revenues dropped to 
P10.24 billion last year from 
P13.04 billion in 2004. 

‘The sales performance of main 
brands Ginebra San Miguel and 
Chinese rice wine Vino Kulafu 
was below expectations. 

Cost of sales fell 14.2 percent 
to P7.2 billion from last years 
P8.44 billion due to lower vol- 
yes. 
| This yielded a gross profit of 
P2.99 billion last year from P4.6 
pillion in 2004. 

Interest and financing charges 
ate a big chunk of the revenues, 
‘ith costs increasing five times to 
P279.5 million from P58.4 mil- 
lion as short-term borrowings 
swelled. 

The bulk of the financing 
gharges was in the form of in- 
terest on notes payables or un- 
cured short-term peso loans 
Fourced from local banks for 
working capital requirements. 
ip Interest on notes payables bal- 
Roned to P276.4 million in 2005 
from P28 million in 2004. 

Total notes payables increased 

fo P5.4 billion from P1.28 billion 

pawala incurred for work- 
capital 

‘With lower sales and higher 
oss, income from GSMT' con- 
tinuing operations after paying 
taxes was P430 million, from the 
previous year's P2 billion, 


Losses from discontinued 
operations amounted to P65 
million last year due to ad 
tional provisions related to re- 
ceivables from the sale of the 
company’s non-liquor busi- 

Ginebra said in its report to 
the SEC that the past year was “a 
period of adjustment” to an 
evolving liquor market, increas- 
ing costs and soft consumer de- 
mand. 

The company said it was focus- 
ing on reshaping and diversifying 
its portfolio to strengthen its busi- 
ness and ensure sustainable per- 
formance. 

'GSMI said it hiked prices to 
compensate for the increase in 
costs and a 30-percent hike in ex- 
cise tax, but it was not enough to 
offset rising costs. 

One bright spot was the im- 
pressive showing of its Gran 
Matador brandy, which recorded 
a sevenfold rise in volume. 
Grand Matador brandy now ac- 
counts for 20 percent of Ginebra's 
total volume and 22 percent of 
total revenues, 

In 2005, GSMI launched Sol- 
era Gran Reserva, an upscale ver- 
sion of Gran Matador. 

Th 2001, San Miguel reorga- 
nized its local non-alcoholic 
beverage business by selling its 
water and juice businesses to af- 
filiates. In line with this, the 
‘company wrote off trade receiv- 
ables deemed  uncollectible 
from its divested non-liquor 
business. 

last year, the company spent 
P405 million for capital expendi- 
tures, the bulk of which was spent 
on operations improvements, up- 
grading and repairs of bottling 
plants. 
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SAN MIGUEL CAPITAL FUND- 
ing Ltd., a special purpose ve- 
hicle of food and beverage gi- 
ant San Miguel Corp., plans to 
list its proposed $300 million. 
in hybrid securities on the Sin- 
gapore Stock Exchange. 

‘This is part ofa plan tosella. 
rare type of shares to foreign 
investors, according to 
sources who attended the 
company's Manila roadshow 
yesterday. 

The hybrid securities, 
dubbed a benchmark size of- 
fering of perpetual non-cumu- 
lative, non-voting preferred 
shares, is a mix of equity and 
debt. 

The offering will be the first 
of its kind in Asia. 

The preferred shares will 
pay a fixed return to be set lat- 


"The hybrid securities will al- 
low San Miguel to raise eq 
‘without diluting common 
shareholders and without in- 
creasing the debt in its books. 

The hybrid issue will be ms 
keted to investors in Singapore 


in hybrid securities 


and Hong Kong today, Geneva 
on Monday and London on 
Tuesday 

The proposed issue will be 
used to repay existing bank 
loans, San Miguel president 
Ramon S. Ang said yesterday. 

"This is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity San Miguel will 
never miss an obligation to any. 
lender,” Ang told investors yes- 
terday. 

He also stressed that San 
Miguel continues to enjoy 
“very strong cash flow.” 

Sources separately said that 
the company may use proceeds 
raised from the hybrid issue to 
fund working capital and to 
take advantage of opportuni- 
ties for more acquisitions. 

Four foreign banks—Citi- 
group Global Markets Ltd., 
Credit Suisse Securities (Eu 

pe) lid, Deutsche Bank 
AG, Singapore Branch, and 
The Hongkong and Shanghai 
Banking Corp. Lid. were 
tapped as joint bookrunners 
and lead managers for the of- 
fering. Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


Jollibee reorganizes 


JOLLIBEE FOODS CORP, THE 
‘county's biggest fast food network, 
insured changes in is manage: 
ment to accelerate sales and prof 
grow and srenghen corporate 
govemance, the company said ina 
disclosure to regulators. 

TFC said it appointed a general 
manager for Red Ribbon 
Bakeshop Philippines and Red 
Ribbon Bakeshop USA and hired 
mew top level executives and as- 
signed key personnel to new posi- 
tions. 

FC chair and chief executive 
officer Tony Tan Caktiong said 
these changes were part of a 
“broader organization transfor 
mation” required to meet long- 
term goals. 

“We have ambitious long term 
goals. We need to make big 
Changes within our organization 
to make them possible,” Tan Cak- 
ong said. 

AS part of these changes, JPC 
announced the following ap- 
pointments: 

Regina B. Navarrete will be ap- 
pointed president and general 
‘anager of Red Ribbon Bakeshop 
Philippines effective July 1. 

Navarrete was general manag- 
er of Greenwich Pizza Corp. for- 
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four years before her new ap- 
pointment. 

Daniel Moran, currently chief 
executive officer of Red Ribbon, 
will continue to serve as presi- 
dent of Red Ribbon Bakeshop 
USA, while retaining his position 
as CEO of the entire Red Ribbon 
business 

He will focus his efforts on ex- 
pending the Red Ribbon business 
in the United States including the 
startup of the new commissary in 
the Los Angeles area and the entry 
into the East Coast within the year 

Moran was one of the founders 
of Red Ribbon and has been its 
chief executive since 1997. 

Erwin M. Elechicon, who 
joined the Jollibee Group in Jan- 
‘uary this year, was named presi 
dent of Greenwich effective April 
1, succeeding Navarrete 

Lenard Berba, who joined the 
Jollibee Group in December 2005, 
had been appointed corporate 
strategy director, a new position 
tasked to prepare strategies for 
enuy into new foreign markets. 
Navarrete, Moran, Elechicon and 
Berba are members of the execu- 
tive committee of the Jollibee 
Group and report to Tan Caktiong. 

Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


World ... 


From page B! 
were not economi- 
cally and technologi- 
cally feasible during 


IMF said in a report 
released yesterday 

Counties highly 
dependent on of im 
pom, suh as the 
Philipines, were also 
urged to improve their 
taxation policies to 
Denes ease energy de- 
mand adjustment over 
the long haul. 

‘One such polic the 
IMF suggesed, would 
be to impose a produe- 
er emissions fee for ve- 
hide owners or opera- 
tors that would cover 
all energy sources. 

With such a policy, 
seral fuel charges are 
expected to ease. In 
the Philippines, how- 
ever, a Department of 
Finance oficial yester- 
day said it would be 
difficult to find a law- 
maker wiling to spon- 
sor such abil. 

The IMP also sid 
mandatory mit re- 
quiremenis on the use 
of altematve foe may 
help spur demand. 

‘With crude ofl con- 
sumpion somewhat 
lower than expected in 
2005, prices are being 
driven by concems on 
furure supply brought 
on by nucear develop: 
mens in Iran, trouble 
| in iraq, as wel as 
| threats to oll produc- 
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Araneta contests 
court order on Nu cd o ee 
disputed estate 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


IESSMAN GROGORIO ARANETA III IS 
court decision that stripped hir 
claims over a 156-hectare property in 


a Now, with an exclusive offer from MasterCard. 


mand Marcos said the contested property 
called "Pongarap Village" was acquired ir 
good faich by his family: Develop 
d was not “il T 
quired (i 
(Paquita] Eusebio in 1954,” he said through » 
written statement given to the INqumr 
iptions of 
government liens or claims at the dorsal por 
tions of the titles of th 
‘Araneta 
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disput er 
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ByChristineA.Gaylican raw sugar to ensure supply. 
Arie B. Amara,” Sugar 
Master Plan Foundation tne 
executive director, sad the 
shipment of the 50,000 MT of 
imported sugar should not be 
allowed unt June 1 
the import should. not 
come nun June 1. Were stil 
St the peak of the miling sea- 
Son,” he said, Amara sald the 
priority was to f up the coun- 
Eys export commitment fst 
The sugar industry has al- 
ready. started shipping porton 
ofits 216,498 MT sugar quotato 
the United States for this year 
“his quota level represents 
an increase of 58 percent or 
80,000 MT from 137, 353 MT 
inthe previous years 
Ledesma sid sugar ex 
porters were also given the au- 
Ehority to import tis year 
‘These are All Asian Counter 
trade Ine., ED&F Man Holdings 
ixi, Amerop Sugar Corp, Sug- 
ar and Alled Industries Lid, 
Busco Sugar Miling Company 
Ine, la Perla Sugar Export 


RETAIL PRICES OF SUGAR 
have stabilized at a range of P38 
to PA2 per kilo as the scheduled 
amival of 50,000 metric tons of 
imported sugar in June ended 
speculations in the market, the 
‘Sugar Regulatory Authority said. 

SRA Administrator James 
Christopher Ledesma yester- 
day said the current price 
range was much lower than the 
P55 to P60 per kilo registered 
in early January, 

Ledesma said sugar prices 
started to drop as production 
peaked and showed signs that 
the the target of 2.018 million 
‘metric tons for crop year 2005- 
2006 would be exceeded. 

As of Feb. 26, 2006, produc- 
tion reached 1.412 million met- 
tic tons (MT) or 70 percent of 
this year's production target. 

Raw sugar prices have like- 
wise gone back to normal lev- 
els of P750 to P900 per 50-kilo 
bag from a high of P1,200 per 
bag, as the National Food Au- 


thority (NFA) started buying 


Q1 budget gap ... 


‘The BIR collected P135 bilion 
compared with its P13L4bilion 
‘goal, while the BOC hit P42.3 bilion 
compared with its target of P38.6 
billion. The Treasury collected P17.3 
billion versus its PLI.60-bilion pro- 
grammed collection for the period, 

‘Cruz said the improving rev. 
enue collection would give the 
Philippines a better chance in at- 
taining a favorable outlook from 
international ratings firms. 

‘According to the treasurer, the 
government has already shifted its 
policy to improve its fiscal position 
from. belttightening to pump- 
priming, which is coupled with in- 
‘crease in revenue collection. 

"That way, the country could 
boost economic growth while it 
sticks to its budget targets, he 
said. 


Corp. and Delmax Trading Inc. 


From page BI 


payments of the goverment’ loan 
interests rather than the over- 
shooting of operating expenses. He 
said capital expenditures and per- 
sonnel expenses were maximized 
according to program, but were 
kept within target, to achieve the 
governments pump-priming goal. 

Data from the Bureau of the 
Treasury showed that interest 
payments reached P103.8 billion 
Compared with the program of 
only P96 billion, as the govern- 
‘ment moved to frontload the pay- 
ment of its maturing obligations 
for the year 

‘On the revenues side, all three 
major ‘collecting agencies—the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue, the 
Bureau of Customs and the Bu- 
reau of the Treasury—all sur- 
passed their targets. 
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BUSINESS 
Corporate bond offerings seen increasing 


Gov't moves to develop, boost capital market 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE BUREAU OF TREASURY 15 
projecting an increase in the is 
suance of bonds by private corpo- 
rations in the short to medium 
term, saying the government has 
already put in place measures 
that will help boost the country's 
capital market. 

‘Government securities 
presently account for the bulky 
From 95 to 98 percent, of the total 
bond issues in the country, re- 
flecting a shallow capital market 
‘where corporations do not play 
much of a ole. 

But National Treasurer Omar 
Cruz said the declining interest. 
rates on government securities 
had set low benchmark rates for 
‘companies that intended to issue 
‘bonds of their own to fund expen- 


diture and expansion programs. 

A declining interest rate on 
government 
‘mean companies hoping to bor- 
row from the capital market to fi 
nance projects could issue bonds 
at lower interest rates 

"They will be given a credit risk 
premium (over that of the inter- 
est rates imposed on government 
securities used as benchmarks), 
‘They can now borrow at a lesser 
cost,” Cruz said. 

last Monday, Treasury bill 
rates declined across all maturi- 
ties on account of high liquidity in 
the system and the governments 
improving fiscal position that cut 
its borrowing requirements, re- 
sulting in reduced supply of gov 
‘ernment securities. 

The bellwether 91-day bill rate 
fell to its lowest in nearly four 


securities would 


government 
banks. 


tive,” Cruz said. 


Cement makers seek shield 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


LOCAL CEMENT MAKERS ARE SEEKING 
protection for the industry by including ce- 
sent in the list of products to be submitted to 
the on-going World Trade Organization ne 
tiations for exclusion from a tariff reduction 
program. 

‘The Cement Manufacturers Association 
of the Philippines said cement should be 
listed as a sensitive product while manufac- 
turing it should be recognized as a strategic 
industry. 

‘One of the topics up for discussion in the. 
WTO's non-agricultural market access negoti- 
ations is the identification of products that 
would not be assigned a maximum allowable 
tariff. 

Currently, WTO recognizes only five "vul- 
nerable" sectors whose products may form 
part of the so-called exclusion list—fishery, 
footwear, petrochemicals, iron and steel, and 
automotive parts. 

“The government should push for the list- 
ing of cement as a vulnerable sector conside 
ing that it is actually a strategic industry 
Cemap executive director Ernesto Ordoñez 
said. 

He explained that an industry could be 
considered strategic if it has significant con- 
tribution to the economy and if it has a piv- 
otal role in affecting major sectors in the 
country. 

"Cement manufacturing is such an indus- 
try because of the thousands of people it 
employs directly and indirectly; the multi 
plier effect it entails because of its anchor or 
catalytic position; and its critical role in 
achieving agro-industrial development," 
Ordoñez said. 


CEMAP wants cement manufacturing tobe 
recognized asa strategic industry. 


‘The Cemap official reiterated that local 
manufacturers continued to suffer from ex- 
cess capacity, with total utilization reaching 
only 62 percent. 

Local cement makers suffered a setback 
when the Department of Trade and Indus- 
try dismissed last month Cemap's petition. 
for definitive safeguard duties on imports 
following a Supreme Court decision that 
said there was no serious threat of injury to 
the domestic industry to warrant such pro- 
tection. 


"What we want is to set up a 
capital market that is encourag- 
ing for business. Reducing the 
cost of doing business is impera- 


Cruz said the government was 
hoping that private companies 
would begin to account for a big- 
‘ger share of the bond issues. 

Cruz said the need to encour- 
age companies to issue more 
bonds and take an active partici- 
pation in the market had been 
magnified by the possibility of a 
reduced government securities is- 
suances due to the state's improv- 
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years to only 4.6 percent. The ing fiscal position, 
four-year treasury bond, mean- 
while, sunk to its all-time low of 
only 6.5 percent last Tuesday, still 
on account of huge demand for 

securities among 


“Banks cannot merely rely on 
government securities. They have 
to spread their investments,” 
Cruz sai. 

The huge demand for govern- 
ment securities, according to 
Cruz, indicates that banks do not 
have enough investment options. 
But he said the declining interest 
rates could open the doors for 
corporations to star increasing 
their bond issues as a means of 
meeting their financial require 
ments. 

Cruz said the development of. 
the country’s capital market 
would also partly depend on the 
country’s economic growth. He 
said the 48-percent gross domes- 
tic product growth rate last year 
would have to be increased to at 
least 7 percent 


ROUND-UP 


UPCG investment unit sold 
THE UNITED PACIFIC CAPITAL GROUP RE- 
Ceri sold its investment house, United Pacific 
Capital Corp.. to RL Roa Realty and Development. 

Cosar T. Duque. cha ofthe UPOC Group sad AL 
Roa Realty and Development nc. wouid be operating 
he investment house under the namo Fusion Capa 

Duque sad the rea and securities business 
ofthe group did not form part of tho sal 

The group is engaged in various small- to 
medium-scale niche market real property pro- 
decis in key areas outside Metro Manila and is al- 
So a participant in the securities market. 


P6B RLC capex 


ROBINSONS Land Corp. is setting aside P6 bll- 
iton for expansion and captal expenditure this 
year, said executive vice president Frederick Go at 
yesterday's annual stockholders meeting. 

Ofthe amount, P2 bilion wil be earmarked for land 
banking. P25 bilion for high-ise projects and build- 
Ings catering to business processing and outsourcing 
firms, and P1.5 bilion for construction of new mals. 

‘Elzabeth L. Sanchez 


BPI profit up 27% 
BANK of the Philippine Islands posted a 27-percent 
increase in frs quarer rof to P2.5 bilion oma 
Year ago, on higher fee-based and investment gains. 

“te bank toid the Philippine Stock Exchange yes- 
terday that operating costs were also kept at bay, 
rising by only percent as against tota revenues 
"Which increased bya faster pace of percent 

“he increase in total revenues was fueled by 
the 22 percent growth in noninterest income 
moiny from treasury trading gains, service 
‘harges and commissions, earnings from its In- 
Surance subsidiary as well as the asset marago- 
ment rust and rental businesses. 

Interest income rose by a modest 2 percent as 
spreads narrowed by 33 basis points over a year ago. 

Ptr on equity nd assets improved to 18 per- 
contand 2 percent, respectively. Doris C. Dumalo 


Potential disaster in World Trade Organization 


By Ernesto M. Ordoñez 


TRADE SECRETARY PETER FAVI- 
Ja should be commended for mak- 
ing an unprecedented bold move. 
As the Philippine delegation head 
ofthe WTO Ministerial Meeting in 
Hong Kong last December 2005, 
he designated private sector lead- 
ers as advisers for and official del- 
egates to the WTO negotiations. 
Agriculture Secretary Domingo 
Panganiban did likewise. 

Asaresult, the Philippine delega- 
tion was able to achieve significant 
gains at the December meeting. 
However, further negotiations this 
year in Geneva may result in losing 
these gains if the private sectors ac- 
tive participation is stopped. 


second 


April 19-21 negotiations 

"Today is the third day of the 
WTO negotiations which started 
on April 19 on WTO's Non Agri- 
cultural Market Access Agree- 
ment (Nama). This covers all in- 
‘dustries and the fisheries sector. 

Buddy Dela Cruz, coordinator 
of Kilusang Mangingisda which is 
the largest coalition of small fish- 
erfolk today says: "Fisheries 
should be part of the WTO's 
Agreement on Agriculture 
(AOA), rather than grouped with 
industries in WTO's Nama. We 
have to fight extra hard for our in- 
terests to be understood and pro- 
tected, especially since we consti- 
tute both the largest and the 
poorest sector in Nama.” 

"The figures below, taken from 
the WTO's Trade Report 2004, are 
relevant to these negotiations: 


NAMA 
(Industries and Fisheries) 


343 
349 
308 
242 
234 


Inda 
Mexico 
Brazil 
Thalland 
Philipines 


A bound rate is a maximum 
tariff rate negotiated between the 
WTO and a country for a specific 
item. An applied rate is the rate a 
country decides on its own for 
that same item. We can make 
three conclusions from the above 
table. First is that we have the 
lowest negotiated average bound 
rate, despite our poor prepared- 
ness for global competition. The 
is that 
we have the low- 
est average ap 
plied rate. The 
difference here's far more signifi- 
cant, where our 4.3 percent rate 
provides very little protection for 
Our products compared to other 
countries. We have found from 
other documents that this rate 
may be 7 percent, but we are us 
ing the WTO report for cross 
country comparisons. 

"The third conclusion showed 
that while we had the option to 
bring our applied rates closer to 
our bound rates as allowed by 
WTO, we instead engaged in 
what former WTO appellate 
body chair Justice Florentino Fe- 
liciano calls “unilateral disarma- 
ment." While the main problem 
today is our own policy of too 
rapid liberalization, we have to 
fight for at least preserving our 
flexibility to increase our applied 
rates to close to our current WTO 
bound levels since these are al- 
ready very low. 

For example, 
uct with an applied rate of 4 per 
cent has its bound rare decreased 
from 23 percent to 10 percent, we 
will forever be constrained to a 
maximum of 10 percent. This will 
be unfair, specially if we see our 
neighboring countries applying 
much higher tariffs. 

Mario Jose Sereno of the Fair 
‘Trade Alliance says: "Unfortu- 
mately, this is happening today. 
Our highest applied rate is 30 
percent, compared to Malaysia's 
300 percent, Indonesia's 170 per- 


Common stand 


COMMENTARY 


Philippine Industries 


(10 percen 


From pageB3 
a certain prod- 


Money-go-round 


Razon Jr. 


cent, India’s 160 percent, and 
‘Thailand's 80 percent.” 


“Two days ago, five umbrella or- 
ganizations took a common stand 
‘on a proposed minimum position 
for the WTO Nama negotiations. 
‘These groups are the Fair Trade Al 
lance, Alyansa Agrikultura (repre- 
senting fisheries), the Philippine 

Chamber of 
Commerce and 
Industry, 
Federation 0f 


Philippine Exporters Foundation 
They proposed higher coetli- 
cients and markups for the Swiss 
formula used to determine the 
pace oftariff cut (a target of SO and 
a minimum of 35 instead of 25), a 
higher level of tariff lines exempt: 
ed from required WTO bound rates 
instead ofS percent), a 
Jonger implementation time frame 
(10 years as unanimously recom- 
mended by the G30 group of 30 
developing nations for the agricul- 
ture agreement, instead of five 
years), and an adjustment number 
5o we can take credit for having 
voluntarily reduced our tariffs to 


Cocktales 


could use the P60,000 monthly 
rental from Globe, as well as the 
daily dose of radiation." 


THE ANNUAL stockholders’ 
meeting of the Intemational Con- 
tainer Terminal Services Inc. is al- 
most always done within half an 
hour but yesterday's meet was par- 
ticularly quick, about 20 minutes. 
“Just like the peoples initiative,” 
quipped ICTSI chait/CEO Enrique 


© A retired general has placed 
on the block his six-bedroom, 
two-story house with a fo 


very low levels during our “unilat- 
eral disarmament” (1.5 signifying 
a 50 percent credit, instead of no. 
credit at all). 

For fisheries, this would mean. 
that, if bound, our very low ap- 
plied rate of 7 percent will be 
bound at 32 percent instead of 14. 3 
percent. This would still be low, 
considering other countries 
much higher tariffs and massive 
subsidies, while our fisheries 
have practically no subsidies, 

Similar benefits would apply to 
our industrial products if the pri- 
vate sector position is adopted. IF 
this position is rejected, the cur. 
rent average 23.5 percent tariff 
rate will likely be decreased to 12 
percent, This would be a disaster 
for our ailing economy. 

It is hoped that our govern- 
ment negotiators support and 
continue Secretary Favil's bold 
initiative of involving the private 
sector in the ongoing WTO nego- 
tiations and listening to their 
views. Our country and our peo- 
ple deserve no less. 

(The author is Agriwatch chair 
Tor inquiries and suggestions, 
email. agriwatchphil@yahoo.com 
or telefax 02-8516635.) 


the 
and the 


garage and a swimming pool in a 
400-square-meter property with- 
in the Forts AFP Officers Village 
for P18.5 million. 


Heard through the grapevine 
LIKE their Pampanga counterparts 
who want an exit in every town 
traversed by the Subic-Tarlac ex- 
pressway the Bulacan mayors have 
Alo been lobbying and pressuring 
Noth Rail to include a stop in their 
respective towns, thus threatening 
1o transform what originally was 
conceived asan Airport Express in 
toa Milk Run Local. 

(Email cocktales_pdi@pldtd- 


car sLnetorcocktales pdi@yahoo.com) 
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TA Haw mataas : Lessons from Young 
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ALL-TIME FAVORITES MADE Ty Pancake House started in 1971. stores located in major mal. F & good relationship with the fran- dees— 
wards 205. recognition given wide After undergoing a success. maretsharecanbestrbutetois initiatives to improve the fran- = * 
to the franchisors and fran- ful expansion program, Pancake aggressiveness and determination chise operations. faxo Nudus MARKETING kanga Ban 
tthe franchisors and a house has developed à popular. to meet the demands ofa growing . Winner of Franchisee of the Manager, Merck as area 
a Joa and na brand name, an anay of much. fshionindusoyinahighycompet- Year. Food Category Large Sharp & Dohme Cub, Bach by maa. 
Par haye hiems of business loved products, a steady market iive business environment. Seale was Oscar and Gal Santos, Geb, YAMA ket insighis, these ini- 
growth and financial stability as and solid reputation. others Burger won in the SG Foods Corporation, franchisee fwardee for Phare ia a 
Sell as ethical practices, tis by Julie's Franchise Corp. won in Food Category of Max's Restaurant, aaeei sd Ub dera 
Weisen prac eir the odi” specialy -medium Brothers Burger started fan. Staming with im fi M&S yes advocas s in the purchase o 
tion (PFA) in partner- scale catego- gadis in PN pasakan in ta in Olongapo Marketing. Y Ha pi^ set Sapa] 
ship with the Depart- gf 3 y/Prenchise Mar. has grown to 12 outlets offering Cin SC FOODS Corporation now She is a in ME 
Mea De (E Goldilocks. Dos Campaign fapebroed mer burgers a branches at SM arian and pje Por the sc RE a ee 
dustry (TD, the ofthe Year and choices of toppings. Saa Miaa aiba ao eee Ned capu SS 
Philippine Chamber Salis il hole of PF nohis duces and implemen innovative OIMSDSMAIEPR” C Ardy Roberto osse for the 
Pie Chamber gc. Bakeshop war alba Markering Campaign ofthe Yar _ ideas to improveoperations inside, Gar" propecia, ——— — pays pbi. 
Cp and the Philippine Retailers 1981 as a mom-and-pop type of must have shown a ranma suot IPS. coy ANAY GAO NG Che DOE 
Association (PRA) 1961 as a mom ana TOP Op comprenencve and FH|[folded@hung whichis thee of indudeó competimeand psycho" Yourself market paa paa 
"he winners of the Most and Julia Gandionco of well-defined fran- pere eere pergere conten ed 
Oumanding Filipino ^ eA Mandaue Cityin Cebu. To- chise program exe. ree EP eo by meteor 
Quse or the ear UG d day it has 400 branches cuted with an effective an ME For eee ot ue D serai GNG SUE Coco rac 
must have shown consis- à dan i has 400 branches Cave franchise marketing cam. Year Food Category Medium hasain marketing advocacy marketers: o ing 
tent growth and postive toueo patonwide, a ach ensi con. Senle was Alvin and Florethel Campaign dubbed Propeta: Bc "hrm yourself The things you 
financial perfor how SMES could grow tributed to the franchise's “Ritchie” Hawak Gag ep eg Tbh Gaye ak 
mance, for the past imo the mainstream growth Altich Trading, Fran- "Tg ipplded strategies He Toomarescidom enough. You can 
Years. They will serve Buses via francis. ^ Candy Comer won fee a eee 
as models on how Fil ing, thecompanysvi- for the Kiosk Category, Gag Corporation. ee ae oe hair Itna bea E anie of eal 
iino ingenuity, cr SU is to have a Candy Comer started Born and raised im 1888 ourself with knowledge of 
iio aei, gout Julesbekesiopineveytown ^ fanciangin 1956 o. AMIN! Cebu, “Richie” samed "Reinforced through strategie where You are ate 
in che competitive world Netopia Inemer Café won ay it has over 78 outlets pue tuo era uc UN taht ares 
‘Two. companies eme Café won a Wag over 300 vari- 2002 in Batangas, and now das Prine redio and new media, Car ing fora company, sudy thor. 
SDO ORNATE peers Dust TAG eses In sock and access to over orner branches in Batangas CR, Sil widely responsible for oughly the responses gen 
Fall of Fame for win- : Wu Service Cate. 2,000 varieties of confectioner- Balagtas and Lipa Cit, Se derit deed moh in moi. You mas immerse jour 
ning in the same cat- gory. ies, Candy Corner isthe first. Altrich Trading con- market share in the first year self. You must join the. troops in 
egoy The largest Ier rei ulet in, the tributed initiatives ike alone. In 2005, Propecia sales the frontlines. Experience the 
tvice—Goldlocks net Café chain in the Philippines to combine Vie sabduniumion oí Hel in KO, Pip mia a pena e Duty 
Bakeshop and Green- Philippines, Netopia the Pa lies Product Poster Br percent df market share by wil know what is needed in the 
wich Pizza. has 184 branches nationwide in- cept with the tradi IN Guide, introduction of = ghe third quarter. battlefield. Know who your cus- 
Goldilocks Bakeshop for the cluding 4 branches in Thailand. tional package and special cakes and pur. tied quar virtues T believe tomers are, their wants and their 
Food: Specialty—Large Scale Backed by the country's largest novelty confectionery: suance of staff develop- ior would propel someone to interest You must feel their 
ioi Spec. dare See Miccommunicaions prove, Cysal Gear won the ment through comprehensive fn their dreams and asia". earbeat and be intimate with 
Carer a Maret eee Ta phenomenal gowns Franchise Marketing Campaign waning programs. T improve tons passion for excellence nd them. Know your competion 
Seale henomenal powihis Francs Morice tan... customer service, Ritchie Hawak tige, amie in ones work Itis Do your research. Never stop 
Now on its 40h [. ] vatve and creative Started franchising in 1997, introduced the use of headsets nora plan but it deals direct Meat rend ceni. Olee ee DN. 
yer” “ooie E Parkering and pro- Crystal Clear today a AGA DA a pa CI daa dun M E 
Bakeshop is embed: [Sd "moonal acies has over 330 outlets Sia oa tay RN a O : 
ded in the Filipino and development nationwide includ- F ede and ea ayil 
i ne, crossing generations car- and launching of exciting new ing two outlets in used selling tools in 
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things happen,” Caroline ad- successful in marketing. It en- 
Big over 400 quali poducs produces Malaysia and In a e m a eie pe 
with more than 209 stores world- The winners of the Most donesia. moteJuliesinthelo- Edison C. Oribiana, Business What sustains me is perhaps my 
wide, Promising Filipino „BAYO won Fran Sali. She actively Development Manager, Charter passion to be the best that I cam 
Greenwich Pizza ep ig, Franchise ofthe Vear chise Maring Cam- pursued sodocie Developmen: Manases rep. Bert put in a lot of will power in 
oriako Weg ma me dom padoe ie mx ee en UEM 
food category. gae two successful years tall Category Winner for Fran: for Business-to-Business Prod- plemented because in the real 
From a mom and in franchise opera- BAYO started fran alae de ar o Co Ta wt sol 
am Som Md aed tons and have demonstrated ising in 2001 and through the Seniee Category was Reynaldo "Edison joined Chater Chemi- want to do. I entail selling your 
pop type of busines at majon unique and creative marketing years has grown to 48 owtletsna- and Catherine Nisce, NISCE En- (alin 1993 as Marketing Repre- ideas to your superiors and this 
Wide today, Greenwich Pizza s efforts and innovation in store tionwide. ae rnchste of Mg a A Markang Rem. might need a lo of energy that 
Mid rA, pia chain that has operations, They are considered It used a strong marketing cam-. Quickie Corporation Slemenred customer relations might drain you even before you 
one Filing pizza dhain a fure fagsip players pagn-evcelen qui coding  NSCE ENTERPRISES saned Hanagement programs that im. get your programs of the 
sei ies a tne Paine ancient. Underassongrüpmobrnd, ^ Mr Quickies operons in 1995 creased the market share of ground. You must be brave 
through continuous innovations ` try. An of the Franchisee and now has several branches. It Devies Paints, a Filipino brand, enough to put everything in the 
through continuous mer "folded & Hung won nthe Re- ofthe Year Category mus have implemented os initaes ex... “riiana's. achievement in-line i you tly believe În your 
Pancake House won Most Out- tail: Non-Food Category Shown outstanding contributions ing to Mr Quidüeb leadership in 


rane atin of the Davies programs, There should be no 
anak Howse won Mos Ont, aik Nka fe pusy whined tothe improvement of üebrgamddeemgarbusnese Barkada aimee Chub and is mie ground” 


ade fad. olo bara un your PbiMippino kia] 


f | e 


Biya UU 


paaa wu 
PAANU ES te fan tase "mes ED 
Er 
BE. ior 9^ gm 
[d mmc asam pega bani 
Papa pd 
€ age nom emo —— 
P im, Bar wage Dom meo sd 
t man taas nem 
——À eA n "T 
[M onan Resim Beat Wr, eames ot 
maet wt memo gosh Gum mae uer Mu uae MOS 
Ege ce que we pnm Euge mee | con 
germ Lond a mat 
wis. moan Ba (Bg, uem ente i ( Jom | Palos yna 
wee wee m 
E se ppe m m m m "o 
LS Me —À fever "gano 
baa" Lj [M A 
ima —— an ay HAWS gn 
jet ts = ^ L^ 
i mtem quee és [maga bee | sas agn 
— nnd pi pem lg * n 
TV SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 


—. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


OBITU ARIES.. i FRIDAY, APRIL 21, 2006 


23 
a “For Lam convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 


creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is 
p 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” — Romans 8:38-39 
, . 


We remember dearly 


Passed away on April 16, 2006 
at the age of 62. 


sevetonitase nato | | CARLOS MIGUEL D. PALANCA 


He left behind his wife 
Marjorie N. Joson and 
children Rianne and Vince, 


Toy and Pepe. Masses will be offered tomorrow, 
April 22, 2006 at the following churches: 


ON HIS 3 DEATH ANNIVERSARY 
APRIL 22, 2006 


His remains lie at the Camella 
II, Talon Las Pifias Chapel nis Santuario de San Antonio Parish .... 7:30a.m. 
Camella Homes II in Las | Forbes Park, Makati City 


Pifias City. | San Isidro Parish 
H ill be laid t April Taft Avenue, Manila 
ew petals to vest crs PI St. James the Great Parish .......... 


23 at the Golden Haven J. ‘Ayala Alabang Village, 
Memorial Park on Quirino | Muntinlupa, Metro Manila 
Avenue in Las Pifias after the 
9 a.m. Mass at the Camella 
Homes II chapel. 


His loved ones and friends are ida 
requesting the pious readers UTR 
for prayers for his soul. $ = Sere e nad pana aha 


BULLETIN OF VACANT POSITIONS 
(ln Compliance with A. 7041) 
OFFICE OF LEGAL AFFAIRS! 
CORPORATION merges nases a ba OFFICE OF THE CHIEF LEGAL COUNSEL 
E Ta : paba GRAFT IN SATION & PROSECUTION OFFICER II, em No 
S02 
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Gi. belines 


Superferry 


BINALBAGAN-ISABELA SUGAR COMPANY, INC., PHILIPPINE NATIONAL 
SANICARE, AMAR EMPORIUM, BOARDWALK FASHGN & LIFESTYLE UNLIMITED, NATIONAL FEDERATION OF SUGARCANE PLANTERS, ROBINSON'S PLACE BACOLOD, 
GLUTA Y PONTEVEDRA, IIC., NEGROS DEL NORTE PLANTERS ASSOCIATION, AMA COMPUTER COLLEGE, BACOLOD COLOR LABORATORY, POSTAL ‘BANK OF HIMAMAYLAN, NEGROS COFA, KABILOG PLANTERS 
AE A GLOBAL COLLEGE, INDEPENDENT PLANTERS OF BISCO, UNIFARMS OF NEGROS SOUTH, BUSINESS INK, DOT, DFA. NSO, OWWA. POEA, OT, 'VISAYAN DAILY STAR - STARLIFE, SUN.STAR BACOLOD, NEGROS DAILY 
BULLET. NEGROS weent, CAMAS NERIS ABS-CBN TV-4, RPN TV-, DYEZ, RMN, BOMBO, RMA, DYRL, DYKB, 303" BRIGADE-PA, NOPPO, BCPO, BRIG, NEGROS RESCUE FEDERATION-AMITY PUBLIC SAFETY ACADEMY, BODY SHOT 


GINEBRA 
Er 


GI. belines 
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APRIL2! — FRIDAY _(PRE-PANAAD EVENTS) 


8:00am. 
7:00 pm. 


legros (Cycling): Sipalay - Bacolod, 175 km (NOCFED]: 
‘April 22 = DSB-San Carlos 70 km; Apri 23 ~ San Carlos-Silay-Panaad 150 km 
Mobile Psssporting & Info Advocacy (2F Stadium, North & South Wings) 
Superterry-Sponsored Concert (Panaad Stadium] 
Featuring: FREESTYLE Band 


‘APRIL 22 SATURDAY DAY1 


6:00 am, 
8:00 a.m. 
9:00 am. 


10:00am. 


4:00 pm. 
4:00 pm. 


0 pam. 


Hataw sa Panaad with Ching (Football Field) 
‘Thanksgiving Mass (2F Stadium, Center) 
Signing of MOA on OFW Helpline (2F Stadium) 
‘Opening Ceremonies for: 
These Pavilions/Trade Falr (Panaad Grounds, 10 a.m. Daily) 
+ Organic Food Festival (GIF Stadium, North Wing, 10 a.m. Dally) 
^ Festival Costumes & Photo Exhibit (GIF Stadium, 10 a.m. Daily) 
“Garden Show (Panaad Grounds, 10 am. Daily) 
2° Day Mobile Passporting & Information Advocacy (2F Stadium] 
PYDC-PHO Bloodlatüing (Ciinic, GF, Stadium) 
inauguration of Korean-Negros Occ, Philippines Friendship Bullding! 
Provincial Veterinary Training Center (Gatusiao St-North Capitol Road) 
“Best of Festival Dances” Competition (Stadium Grounds) 
Opening Ceremony (Stadium) 
Fireworks Display 
PINOY BIG BROTHER SHOW @ Panaad (Stadium) Featuring: First Batch 
Housemates & MS. KEANNA REEVES, Big Winner, Celebrity Edition 


APRIL23 — SUND; 


JAY DAY 2 

Hataw sa Panaad with Ching (Football Field) 

ABS-CBN's "AMIGA" @ Panaad 

‘Opening of Panaad Derby (Covered Court) 

Finish Line Ceremony for Panaad Negros Tour (Park Stag) 
National Dog Agility Competition - K8/Dog Show (Stadium Grounds) 
Pop Dance Showdown (Stadium) 

PCL Night (Park Stage) 


APRIL24  MONDAYDAY3 


SaoTam. 
002m. 


4:00 p.m. 


^00 pam. 
8:00pm. 


“ABS-CBN "THE MORNING SHOW" @ Panaad 
‘Chose Tournament 2" Floor Mosting Room, up to April 27) 
Volleyball (Softball Field, up to Apri 27) vt. 
27 Day of Panaad Derby (Covered Court) 

Taekwondo (2~ Floor South Wing up to April 25) 

Folk Dance Competition (Park Stage) 

CONCERT: CUESHE (Stadium) 


APRIL2S TUESDAY -DAY 4 


008m. 
4:00pm. 


00 pm 


Athletics (rack Oval, up to April 20) 

3" Day & Champlonship, Panzed Derby (Covered Court) 
Boxing (Cabana Area, up to Apri 28, pm) 

Banda Diri, Banda Didto (Secondary Lovel) 


BANK, RU FOUNDRY & MACHINE SHOP CORPORATION, 


The Energy Compony 
ENERGY DEVELOPMENT 
‘CORPORATION. 


2 
SUNSILK 


tuo CT a 


PEEL 


BREDCO 


Papagyon Negros 


P NET. ae 


DENM T | 


ABS-CBN's "TV PATROL BACOLOD" @ Panaad 
Negros Songtest: Original longgo Composition (Park Stago) 
Best of Negros Cultural Performances (Stadium) 


APRIL2S — WEDNESDAY DAYS 
um. UPLBAA Annual Organic Farming Seminar (2° Level, Stadium) 
LGU Swimming (Panaad Swimming Pool up to April 27) 
Negros Pop Idol" / Negros Songfest, Interpretation (Park Stage) 
Technical Run: Lin-ay sang Negros (Stadium) 


7:00 pm. 
9:00 p. 
L277 THURSDAY .. DAYS 
m. — Panaod Livelihood Skills Competition (TESDA, 2F Stadium] 
{00 pm. Organic Vegetable Seminar (2F, Stadium] 
5:00 pm, Lalin Dance Sport Competition (Mull Purpose Gym, Capitol 
Bigo pm. inay sang Negros Pre-Pageant & Talent Night (Stadium) 


APRIL2B FRIDAY DAYZ 
Soo am 2" Negros Panaad National Age-Group Swim Fest (Panaad Pool up to April 29) 
Saüzm. Capitol Employees Pep Squad Compatition (PACE - Covered Court) 
tetor Derby (Back of Cabanas/Formar Horse-Back Riding Area) 

Vice Mayor's League of the Philippines 16" National Convontion 

‘Opening Ceremony (Bacolod Convention Plaza Hotel) 
Capitol Employees" Night (PACE -Covered Court) 
UNILEVER Sponsored Concert (Stadium) 

Featuring: Bamboo Band, Yasmien Kurdi, Jerome Sala, 

Chris Lawrence, Tata Villaroel 8 Jimmy Marquez. 


4:00 pm. 


7:90 pm. 
8:00 pm. 


APRIL29. SATURDAY DAYS 
Eoo am. — Hataw sa Panaad with Ching (Football Field) 
Mambukal Team Relay 
Panaad Golf Competition (VNLP -- NOGCCIMarapara up to April 30) 
Panaad Shoot Fest (Camp Montelibano up to April 30) 
BMX Competition (Panaad Tennis Court) 
Factor Derby (Back of Cabanas/Former Horse-Back Riding Area) 
SI RP.Japen Friendship Year (Ishiwata Bath House, Mambukal) 
ABS-CBN's "SABADO BARKADA” (Live Point) 
Lin-ay sang Nogros Pageant (Stadium) 
Hosted by: TJ MANOTOC 
Guests: 2005 Miss International PRECIOUS LARA QUIGAMAN 
HE RYUICHIRO YAMAZAKI, Japanese Ambassador to RP 


‘APRIL, 30__SUNDAY.DAY.2 

oam. = Hataw sa Panaad with Ching (Footbal Fold) 

Sam. Seafoods & Fruits Festival (Panaad Grounds) 

S00 pm, Closing Ceremony with Presentation of Winners (Stadium) 
Fireworks Display 
MUSICAL-COMEDY SHOW: ALLAN K. w TERI ONOR (Stadiumi) 
Panaad Coordinators? Night (Balay Kalamay) 


SAGAY CENTRAL, INC., MCDONALD'S BACOLOD, 
CONFED NEGROS-PANAY CHAPTER, ASOCIACION DE 


. 
E 
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1 Some foreign 
! banks violate 


agri-agra 
| lending rule 


| Branch network 
| seen too limited 


| By Doris C Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS SAID 
| eemai feign banks operating în the county 
4) Sight have violated the mandatory lending 
| sion of the Agri-Agr Lawe 

Ths provision equres banks olen othe 
Nasan Urvan make great business senso. Avlable in Start your Business Today! Wih minal cash CA cie 
Nisan Urvane make Ores uie echan bus cargo or ou, You can own a se iqudatng business. | 


‘Atop BSP official said some foreign banks, 
ambulance configurations. Whatever business you have in Text your NAME «space» ADDRESS «space» given their limited branch network, would 


mind, you're sure to get good value with a Nissan Urvan... CONTACT NUMBER to 0917-8518723 and UB V AN > || Tather pay the monetary penalty for non-com- 
welll show you how, AN pliance to the agri-agra rule than devote a 


(er ronald medina guagua, pampanga 512.3458 UR BUSINESS. | TE portolito dor u, 


lion monetary penalty on a 
bank was discussed. The BSR howev- 


pv 4e TUE 
BOE RE eh 
ub deer 
Se 

2 Seer acr 
5 Xp eu 
SHIFT le GR pescar tois compliance dead 
AA SS ee 

E 


| corporation 


‘alternative compliance to the agri- 
agra mandatory lending provision. 


Local Charm. International Appeal. 


GROUNDBREAKING 
CEREMONIES OF 


EIUS pau m 
COUNTRY CLUB mug dec. karakas Gf ots mifi 
ON P lg 22, 2006 [hometto]t hek New]@anlubanga 
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jo Mommy! Want to get a 
Travel Bag, 


© FREE? 


Y 


| 
4 
"—— | 
ebrocadesipons | 

'piled-on assorted multi- 

‘strand necklaces (P299 each), 
Wwtiteand-blue peal bracelet (P299) | 


the classic Celso Ad Castillo 
movie, “Ang Pinakamagan- 
dang Hayop sa Balat ng Lupa, 
‘Wade's current campaign adds just 
the right touch of tropical drama to 
an already sizzling season. It resur- 
rects the controversial white kami- 
son and the "wet look" that were 
the fashion statement from steamy 
scenes of Tagalog movies from the 
1970s. 

“Pinakamagada” presented an iconic im- 
age from the 1970s: an enigmatic woman in 
taw white riding a horse sans saddle on the 
Seashore, or bathing in the sea against a set- 
ting sun. 


Tit INSPIRATION FROM 


"Picking up the cinematic cue, Wade favors 
white in its summer campaign. White is per- 
fect for showing off sexy, tanned legs. Wade 
makes them look sexier, with footwear 
awashed in earth tones like brown, tan, beige 
and chocolate—all perfect with white. 

"Flats step forward as the ultimate in sum 
mer chic. Whether strappy or in thongs, they 
are made hotter with faux gem embellish- 
ments. 

Anklestrapped espadrilles and wedges 
with cork or rope-trimmed heels also domi- 
nare summer’ cool list 

Shoes are made more exciting with antique 
gold eyelets, studs, buckles, grommets and 
colored faux gem appliqués. Textured shoes 
made of rich fabrics in brocade and even faux, 
snakeskin or lizard raise temperatures even 
higher. 

“Wade also has bags, belts, shades and jew- 
cry. Bags make a bold statement in luxurious 
colored skins, particularly snakeskin or 
python. This season's collection also comes 
bewitchingly bejeweled. Gold, glittery or an- 

wi 


BLACK structural leather handbag (P999), 
double-strand beaded necklace (P299) 


The best and the worst 
of Philippine Fashion Week 
/C4 
From writer HE THEN 
tofashion princess /C5 H 


pr EN 
Inno Sotto's lorietta 3 3 Power PI: 
‘Secret Garden’ /C6 laza > Robinsons Gal 


KIN 


DENIM SERVED. From seashore to street, bikini tops and cover-up 
shirts mixed with denims add urban appeal. 
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REEN MANGO AND BA- 
goong, sago and gulaman, 
Century tuna and 

rice -there are some things that 

just work well together, that don't 
make sense without the other. 

1 take my chamomile tea with 
milk and sugar, my French fries 
with Knorr seasoning and mayo, 
land I have the two best assistants 
in the world Kat and Maureen. 

Call it The Power of Two (sing 
with me now, “so we're okay, 
we're fine..." ust like the new 
billboard campaign of Bayo, 
which features Broadway darling 
lea Salonga and Danielle Co- 
juangco, the newest face of the 
Clothing line. Its like hitting two 
gems with one store! 

“Bayo” in Tonggo means 
"dress and since 1992, the brand 
has been doing just that—dress- 
ing up todays Filipina with classic 
pieces in yummy colors. Along the 
Way, it has become a staple in ev- 
"ry fashionista's closet, evolving into a brand 
‘we are proud to call Filipino. 

And with its image models, Bayo is just as 
enger to put the spotlight on The Great Fili 
ind. Lea Salonga, whose portrayal of Kim in 
Miss Saigon had countless little girls crooning 


Jenni 


Epperson 


Call it The Power 
of Two-with 
Broadway darling 
Lea Salonga and 
new image 
model Danielle 
Cojuangco, 
Bayo puts the 
Spotlight on 

The Great 
Filipina 


KNIT PICKED. 
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Button-down shirt + tank top 
+ crocheted cardigan = a three-way tie 


about solo saxophones and longing for that 
perfect cheongsam, established Bayo as a 
frontrunner in the local retail industry 
"Today, Danielle Cojuangco, a 20-year-old 
straight-A Industrial Engineering major (at 
Stanford, no ess) and accomplished equestri- 
enne (complete with an individual gold 
‘medal at an international comp), 
‘with an impressive pedigree at 
that (granddaughter of Danding 
Cojuangco), is the new Bayo gir. 
And, oh, did 1 mention she's quite 
the head-turner? 

These two great gals in their 
great billboards show the fun, 
fresh and relaxed styles of Bayo. 
But they're not the only show- 
stoppers that proprietress Corcor 
Bitong have got up her sleeve. 

Her Bayo Kids tees have become 
a phenomenon, what with their 
rainbow colors and witty state 


your drama for your mami 
"drink responsively” with a milk 
carton photo on it... Super cute! 

Kids, especially my daughter 
Aryanna, can't get enough of it. Even 
grownups with kids size figures (not fair!) 
have become the biggest hoarders of these tot 
tees. I think its about time Bayo makes some 
for grownup fashion babies, 

‘Something fun, something classic. Some- 


BAYO image models Lea Salonga and 
Danielle Cojuangco 


thing for the baby, something for the lady: 
Bayo has come up with a great combination 
thats got the style 
stores, mixing and matching to their hearts 
Gelight—not to mention that baby-powder 
scent that emanates from the stores! 

Truly fresh, fun and Filipina. 


E-mail author fashion @inquirercom.ph 


EACH-AHOLICS, FASHION- 
istas and stylish sun god- 
desses rejoice! 

Thanks to FandH Beach, you 
now have a fresh pick of glam cov- 
er-ups to complement those isie- 
bite bikinis or chic, cut-out mai 
lots. Half the fun of going to the 
beach is building a fab wardrobe 
that will make you stand out from 
the maddening sarong-clad crowd. 
Folded and Hung’s collection of 

wear provides you with 
ie bes opportunity to do so. 

"The collection is for women like 
you, who are always on the look- 
ut for that perfect, fashionable 
foil to disguise their flaws and ac 
centuate their best features. Not 
everyone's bom with Giselle's 
long, cellulite-free legs and slim, 
toned body, after all 

"The collection of beach cover-ups, which is 
inspired by '50s glamorous screen goddess 
Grace Kelly in the classic movie "High Soci- 

surely make any woman shine like a 
"Tak your pick from adorable litle 


TAHITI i 


Tart, Pe 


APPLES’ 
PICKINGS 


Apples Aberin- 
Sadhwani 


hibiscus embroidered terr 
matic chiffon blousons, 
or graphic zebi 

The best part 

ups is that you can wear most of 

them from the beach tothe streets 


cloth robes, dra- 
iiy sexy togas. 


hard-earned bucks. Match any of 
these pieces with tank tops, city 
shorts, leggings or ubiquitous blue 
jeans, All you need is a little imagi- 
nation and derring-do. 
As always, choose a cover-up 
that complements your personali 
tant to pick one 
just the right amount 
of coverage based on your comfort 
level. The ultimate goal, of course, 
is to look fashionably chic and un- 
contrived while covering-up im 
perfections, — Selfconsciousness 
will defeat the purpose of this sar- 
torial exercise. o, dress or undress 
with conviction, if you please. A healthy dose. 
of self-confidence is a must! 


Email the author at afashion@inquir- 
excomph 


So, you get real value for your | 


ST.BART'S 4. Ms 
Bomb, P2399, fi 
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gra," 1 find his latest pieces a bit 


wan 
length and breadth twice and 
they could do a quic 

Therein lay the shows se 

as well as its dilemmas. 

Unlike in "Beloved; 
guests viewed Sotto’ pieces on an 
elevated ramp inside a darkened 
ballroom, “Alle 
he chance to examine the collec- 

‘up close and personal. And 

lue to the super-long ramp, mod- 

els lingered in the spotlight much 
they should 

familiarity breeds contempt 

in a friendship, a vantage point as 


as “Allegra” 

tence to get glimpses of certain un- 
flattering details they shouldn't 
have seen (tsismis in fashion de- 
sign parlance): pins on the lace; 
‘unhemmed and fraying hems; and 
dirt and debris from God knows 


gow 

"Were some of the pieces rushed 
forthe show? 

Sotto said he had to resort to 
| using pins in order to keep the ex- 
| pensive Chantilly lace in place 

Sewing it to the gowns wasn't pos- 
sible because some of the lace had 
d already started to deteriorate with 


ing he could doal 

"The gowns, which had a layer 
of tulle underneath, would 
| gather all sons of stu 

dressing room. In lieu of a carpet: 
ed floor, models had to walk on a 
dirt floor" he said. 

To Sottos ardent admi 

thing he says is taken. 

th, To his harshest crit 


an explanation proba- 
bly borders on the palusot. We 
leave it upto you to decide. 

‘But having covered two of Sot- 
| ts previous shows before “Alle 


Disposable 
Baby Diaper: 


REE EQT 


notches lower next to the snap- 
hifi 


nting compared to the grand 
dramatic stuff he showed in 


y “Allegra” was a 


tor goes, his too hurried. 


‘numbers he did im  Ginguirercom ph 


Twhen:you buy any,EQ 


46. 

(NBZ2S, S206. is, L169; XL Ms) 
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Email the author at avergara 
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FESTIVAL OF MALLS 
ONLY AT! 7. 


F 
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| Qui 


Pan 


Jj 
1 


nm 
Ji Carousel 
# Chris Sports & 
£ URGE, the Undisputed 
A Mixed Martial Arts Event 


E j 
2/ Carousel Court y 


£ 2nd JRF (Jaime R. Fresnedi) 
Championship 


VÁ The Gardens Parking Lot 

| “Passion for Speed" 
by City Kart Racing! 7 

Hike 1 

2/ Carousel Gourt 

t Renee Grace 

Rose Villa 

| “Summer 

; Bance Festival” 

Eon 

i 2/1 Carousel Court 
Tamiya Gompetition 

f. by Bamewanx 

Apan 

27 Carousel Court 

Rumble at the Mall 

Elorde Boxing Fights 


"aya 
2/ Main Entrance 
Terry Larrazabal Bike Fest 


: (Exhibit and Bike Clinic) 


Text by Alex Y. Vergara. 
Photos y Jim Guiao Punzalan 


recently concluded Philippine Fashion Week 

was somewhat able to regain its shaky footing 
‘on Day 2 as it presented clothes from a smorgasbord 
of designers grouped under "New Generation.” 


N FTER A CATASTROPHIC FIRST NIGHT, THE 


‘There was no dearth ofideasas such dramatic shades as orange, 
“New Generation” stalwarts Jun teal and taupe. 

2a, Tippi Ocampo, Gamon Brimming with characteristic 
Roleros, Mic Dulee, Dexter confidence, the designer claimed 
‘Maza, Aries Lagbat and M.Baret- t have invented a new technique 
to came up with suking and sur... hat Fused the relaxed empire sil 
bring wearable pieces inspired houette (in fron) with the more 
Ey such elements as glorious sun- form-fitting serpentine shape (on 
sets, damp clothes, bold headlines, the back). The look, which stayed 
Boracay basics, window dressing away from major beadwork, was 
and"menin Prozac" decidedly “expensive and glam- 

By sticking to what he does orous,' said Escario. 

best Escario emerged as one of py 

the evening's winners with a Red Playing safe 

Carpet collection of billowy em- On the opposite end of the 
pie dresses made of Vietnamese fashion spectrum, Ocampo 
Bü and printed silk chiffon in playeditsafe with an RTW collec- 


iv 


Text by Alex Y. Vergara 
Photos by Chito Vecina 


RGANIZER 
Philippine Fashion. 
Week billed their re- 


sent evening event a 
NBC Tent as “Luxe 
truth, however, luxury was t 
last thing th 
mind after going through ti 
works of such names as A 
Bacudio, Eddie Castro a 
Protacio Empaces Jr 
Almost a decade after edgy 
club wear broke into the fash- 
ion scene, Bacudio 
hopelessly stuck on the 
ished and de 
consisting of 
inverted Naps 
track shorts-cu 
ask me how and why) and an 
iridescent corset. ceptualized rhents wear in the form 
You call these tattered and of ill-fitting jackets paired with 
disjointed pieces luxury cou- bermuda shorts and capri pants 
ture? Come on, even the neigh- For some strange reason, two of his 
borhood ukay-ukay can proba- male models carried unlikely props 
offer much berer finds, such as a flimsy Philippine flag and 
'Castro, on the other hand, an old-fashioned bayong. Sugod sa 
fashioned a “kiddie” ensemble nearest exit! 
of poorly tailored cotton sepa- — Am I being a bit too literal? Af 
rates adorned either with un- tera, the use of 
finished patehworks or pastel- materials is 
ed corsets and obis, This ene would live upto the sho 
tle, Those who had the misfor 
look has no place even in the ^ tune of enduring Tina Daniac 
slums of Pleasantville. atrocious wedding gowns should 
Empaces offered a mixed bag know. 
of prety dresses and badly con- Despite her use of such materi 
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tion consisting of earth-colored 
dresses made of cotton, linen and 
silljersey. 

"To achieve an illusion of soft- 
mess akin to clothes being hung 
out to dry, she incorporated an 
overlay of stretched tulle to a 
number of pieces. She also added 
a bit of ruching and woven em- 
bellishments in the form of belts 
with huge buckles to keep pre- 
dictabilty at bay. 

M. (short for Manuel Mariano 
Martin and not Marjorie) Barret- 
to also drew from his strength as 
one of F&H's in-house designers 
by producing handsome mens 
jackets and separates in soothing 
pastels and warm earth colors. 

To break the monotony, he 
added a few floral shirts in neu- 
tral shades into the mix. The en- 
tite collection was reportedly in- 
spired by "men in Prozac." 

Fitting, however, was some- 
thing Barretto needed to work 
on. Owing to a mix-up in the 


delos 
Santos 


tulle, lace and 
entire collection. 
‘beyond the realm. 

fash Baclaran-tacky) 
be surprised if 
'estood up by 
on the big day. 
n proportions and 
feailing, Daniacs 
and poorly con: 
vns simply defied 


ke brothers Popoy 
arba, were ham 
ir decision to stick 
n. What was the 
ing up with vari 
tions of the same 
ing almost the 
terials and tech 


stiguer w 
in how not to 
suit and choose 


jacket 
[that were far too 
[sieves that were 
on the rather short, 
male model. 
ng did produce a 
ew exceptional pieces (or 
should we say mom 
the likes of Rajo Laure 
meth Chua and Peter Lim (al 
though he has to rein in 
penchant for larger-than-life 
verlays). But as a whole, no 
particular designer was able to 
shine and capture the audi 
ences attention and imi 
tion beyond the time al 
tothem, 

In fact, consistency seemed 
to have cluded not a few o 
them, as no particular colle 
tion “by any designer wat 
breathtaking, enough to earn 


shows sequence, he said, a num- 
ber of male models ended up 
wearing clothes not meant for 
them. Well, perhaps next time. 

At last, Mich Dulce has grown 
up! Months after her aborted stay 
at Big Brothers house, the de- 
signer came up with smart and 
edgy cotton and wool separates 
in plain, pinstriped and printed 
(asin newsprint) materials. 

‘After earning a reputation as 
an avant-garde talent adept at 
cutting and fabric manipulation, 
Dulce kept on producing almost 
the same “unfinished” clothes 
year in and year out. Well, not 
anymore, 

Dulces trademark draping and 
tucking were still very much evi- 
dent, So was her ingenious use of 
flaps and extensions in the form 
of huge swags of fabrics. This 
time, however, her clothes man- 
aged to look polished yet edgy, 
mature yer far from dowdy. 

Y some strange reason, 


GARIMON Roferos 


Regine Dulay's collection looked 
uncannily similar to Dulee's, It 
‘was unfortunate, however, that 
they came on the ramp one after 
the other, as the former's pieces 
suffered in comparison to the lat 
ters. 

Surprises came early from eur- 
tain raiser Aries Lagbat, who 
came up with bis version of the 
close-open collection 

In lieu of dramatic capes that 
opened up to reveal larger-than- 
life beadwork à la Pitoy Moreno, 
Lagbat created mini dresses with 
either bubble skirts or capelets 
that could be turned into bags 
and what have you in the wink of 
an eye. Thats what | call two 
looks for the price of one, 

Davaoefio designers Roferes 
and Alazas proved that their 
Manila- and Cebu-based col 
leagues don't hold a monopoly on 
creativity. They can probably 
even run circles around certain 
overrated non-talents 


Roferos (he of the terno made. 
of dried water lilies fame) de- 
rived inspiration from Boracay to 
fashion ruched and  skimpy 
beachwear in earthy shades. But 
the real attractions were his ac- 
cessories, including a carry-on 
luggage on wheels, again made of 
dried and woven water lilies. 

Alazas displayed his expertise. 
at draping via several chiffon and 
jersey numbers in contrasting 
neutral colors. In keeping per- 
haps with the sultry season, the 
collection was decidedly. light 
and showed ample skin. 

‘The entire show may not have 
shaken the local fashion scene to 
its foundations, but it was cer- 
tainly a welcome respite from all 
the misplaced razzmatazz we bad 
toendure from Genet Gozum and 
associates during the previous 
night 


Email the author at avergara@ 
inguirercom.ph 


Textby Cheche V. Moral 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


"(NAME OF DESIGNER), IS 
that you?” 

‘This is one of the more familiar 
whispered jokes you'd overhear 
when you're seated adjacent to 
writers at fashion shows. That's 
in reference, of course, to pieces 
sent on the runway that are oddly 
akin to a look already associated 
‘with some other designer 

‘While ivs all said in good fun, 
the implications can be far more 
complex than a lighthearted dig 
among scribes. It can mean the 
designer in the spotlight is a 
copycat, or the designer being 
copied isn't worth duplicating at 
all, Ic can also mean the designer 
being copied is stuck in one look, 
good or bad, complacent that his 
liens che missus, the ginang, 
the madam, as an insider calls 
them—would buy anyway, so 
why reinvent the palda? What do 
siliy writers know? 

Yes, what do silly writers know, 
except remember when the same 
design has been tirelessly shown 
over and over again, save for a 
different fabric here, a new but- 
ton there. What do silly writers 
know but say their piece when a 
designer fails to evolve, either by 
commercial choice or by—lets 
say it—sheer lack of taste or tal- 
tent, What do silly writers know 
but type away madly when a col- 
lection unfolds into a comical 
travesty on the runway. 


Indignation 

When these go to print, they 
are countered not with a better 
collection at the next show 
ich is our poin, by the way), 
but by vexed indignation. Tes 
cyclical and never ending. 
‘Though we like to be surprised. 

‘tthe Grand Allure Collection 
presented by Sony Handycam on 
the fifth day of the 2006 Philip- 
pine Fashion Week, Alex Bitong 
Dpened with fringed or tiered ruf- 
fled white dresses that were pret- 
tyifoverwroughtat times. 


EDGAR Allan 


ALEX Bitong 


Barge Ramos presented sever- 
al of his usual resort wear. But his 
piece de resistance was a lone 
Simple black-and-white dress-cut 
mot to close to the body, elegant 
yet easy even for slightly more ro- 
bust frames. 

Lyle Ibañez had several sexy 
pieces—a long dress with the sil- 
houette of a singlet, a sleek em- 
pire gown, a shorter piece with a 
deep neckline—though their 
slinky silhouettes may be hard to 


Ibanez” STEVE de Leon 


ull f by mortals of less than 
iper model proportions, 

Edgar Allan seemed to have 
d the same red-carpet aspira- 

^v in mind, if the circus had a 

cl carpet, Why he appended 
‘loud otalleand DayGlo cutouts 
into hs gowns was beyond rea 
ion, excepe to create fluorescent 
distraccions to the clothes! decid- 
edysuesihouemes n ^.^ 

“The usually delightful kary Es- 
pinosa had a slew of dresses that 
Tired back to the Disco "70s. Not 
oddly enough, the clothes also 
Seemed like coscumes for the cur- 
rently popular TV celebrity dance 
contests, Nholie Viheza, mean- 
“While, dressed his models like 
faces concubines with belly-bar- 
ing tops and ince panel for skits. 
Strangely, we didnt spot Middle 
Eastern buyers in the audience. 

Oliver Tolentino went way over 
the top, draping layers upon mul- 
ticolored layers of chiffon for 
skins, bended pleated bodices 
and disconceringly askew wired 
jewel neckpieces. To top it 
She had exa fabric, so 
What--he attached a large 
Square of printed material atthe 
backof each piece 

One designer refashioned a 
popular China-made kumot into 
Jackets for men and womens 
wrap top and pants, His bride 
wore an empire dress made of 
Embroidered. white fabrie with 
sealloped edges, The fabric was 
actually a table inen in its previ- 
ous life. Neat 

Stevo de Leon, was that ou? 
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Text by Cheche V. Moral 
Photos by Chito Vecina 


HERE THEY WERE, A 
cocktail of pleats and folds, 
tucks or smooth seams, in 
subdued solids and nude tones, 
as if to mollify senses knotted 
frantic from that horrid squall of 
sequins, nauseating layers of 
tulle and chimp's potassium feast 
from the opening night of the 
Philippine Fashion Week 2006 
four nights before. 
if that were the intent, the 14 members 
ofthe Young Designers Guild who present- 
ed at the Wella-sponsored Young Avant 
Garde Collection succeeded to a good ex 
tent. Save for some rather safe (ergo, bor 
ing) and a few overwrought detail 
ing—yes, too many fabric treatments in 
one dress, even sans gaudy beadwork, can 
be too much for the senses—the YDG's 
pocket collections were proof tha, indeed, 
there is hope for Philippine fashion de: 
siga 
“Joey Samson is one of the few names who 
are steadily gaining respect for the craft, and 
ies a reputation that he does seem to be 
taking lightly. First he sent a variation 
men's deconstructed jackets with matching 
breeches or abbreviated pants. The charm of 
Samson's design isin the details, so that pair 
of shorts is never just a pair of shors—a front 
flap, for instance, is cut into overlap, to con- 
ceafthedipper 
“With an audience that was by maj 
the lookout for women's clothes, 


freshing shat Sams 


iyon 
m's menswear collection 


L 


d 
ig 


LZ Punzalan 


mag 


would receive perhaps the biggest applause 
of the evening—one that came after sending 
Joan Bitagcol in cummerbund and tr 

and Ria Bolivar im a bel 


Spillovers 

Like Samson, Yvonne Quisumbi 
also stuck to what she does best- cargo pants 
and beaded tops of re-sewn strips of silk, 
though the first two pieces of u 


G seemed to be spillovers of her previous out 


ngs. SÍ 
paneled si 
Romulo's designs are 
among the bestsellers at 
(which sells YDG's designs), second only 
to Ivarluski Aseron (who didn't show at 
the PFW this year owing to his workload). 
And while we think she's sticking to a for 
mula that spoke to her market, we h 


however, sent interesting leather 


reportedly 
bre boutique 


‘GETTING all glammed up by Lourd and Lou of Emphasis 
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Text by Allison W. Lopez 
Photos by Ryan Lim 


'HAT WAS I THINKING?" 

asked myself not a few 

times at a special cover- 
age for Fashion Week. The assign- 
ment: to write about me, myself, 
and my makeover for our "celeb 
ty fora day" story. 

AS celebrities usually grace fashion 
shows and add their own glitter to the 
vent, the Inquien Fashion team thought of 
trying to make one just for the Fashi 
Week gala. 

“And its not your usual makeover To add 
spice, they picked a writer to chronicle 
What it was like to be on the other side of 
the fence. 

T became the guinea pig, a very nervous 
guinea pig, 


Prima donna. 

Like a real prima donna, I arrived fash- 
ionably late for our 2 p.m. calltime at Em- 
phasis Salon in Rockwell, Makati—though 
not on purpose as ! had just come from my 
brothers graduation. After apologizing 
profusely to stylist Millet Arzaga, I was im- 
mediately shampooed and massaged so I 
could relax and take it easy. (I couldn't.) 

‘A salon to the stars, Emphasis brimmed 
with society A-listers that Friday, including 
‘our very own Sea Princess Tessa Valdes, who 
teased me about my "date" Derek Ramsey. 


mairs 


come familiar). He was young, sassy and 
savvy—just my type of stylist. He quickly 
asked what Id be wearing, so I showed him 
the shredded Grecian-inspired black top by 
Rhett Eala. He immediately knew what kind 
‘of look I needed to match the fringed outfit. 

Lourd decided to cut my hair because the 
layers were already out of shape. He assured 
me he'd maintain the length 

Now that my hair had more volume, 
passed me on to assistant JB who put war 
curlers on my head to create luscious waves. 
had long wanted curis (that's why I was grow: 
ing my hair long), and 1 was about to have it 

Makeup artist Lou Bunyi began prepping 
my face so she could apply the base. As had. 
prominent dark circles that time, she put 
quite a lot of concealer to cover the unsightly 
things. A good base, she said, is the most im- 
portant thing in makeup to create a flawless 
Took. 

Using Body Shop's Spring/Summer make- 
up, Lou created smoky blue eyes and pale 
pink lips--perfect for the nighttime event at 


rd, Lourd and JP unleashed the 
huge curis and tamed it with a Tigi spray that. 
had a fruity scent. Yum! Lourd then made a 
half-ponytail for a less formal but s 

ticlook. 


Prince Charming 
Tall, dark and handsome Derek arrived and 
was prepped a bit for the shoot, while fairy 


lieu 


ly—with, say, a top made entirely of ruf- 


caped shirts. 
e's no question 


sensibilities 
this time 
seltindulger 
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The Young 
. Designers 
Guild's 
pocket 


ofbeads, to update . 
he more exper. collections 
emed to have 
ick with the 

g. His all 


collection spoke volumes—literal 


were proof 
that, indeed, 
there is hope 


e ankles, a 


ning Reyes” talent, 
is collection would 
Japanese 


for Philippine 


looked like he had gotten: 


2yva, John Herrera and Louis Cla- 


parols came up with wearable, even pretty, 


pieces. It looked, how 


IWANTED to askifhe 


ever thar the three (ESIGN 


had 


a girlfriend. I never did! 


NOTHING but front-row seats at the Fashion Week gala for the 


“celebrity couple.” Hah! 
The 
assignment: 
to write about 
me, myself 
and my 
transformation 
into a fashion 
princess, 
complete 

with Derek 
Ramsey 

as a date 


‘godmother Millet helped me get into my top. 
it looked great with slim Tyler pants, with the 
big ribbon on my back and the tassels cleverly 
covering my puson. Plus, it was my first time 
to wear “cout 
took me a lot of guts to go out of the 

restroom looking so made up and totally un- 
like my tee-and jeans self. 

Then it was time for our “paparazzi” shots. 
It felt weird directing our photographer how 
to take pictures of us. Derek looked perfectly 

v even with bystanders scoping us out on 

e bench, while | felt awkward. We chatted a 
bit about his Frisbee team, his role in "Pan- 
day” and his beer commercial with Kris 
Aquino while our very own paparazzo hound- 

AL, we slipped into Derek's classy Benz for 
the short ride to NBC Tent. The show was at 
6:30, with the who's who of the Philippine. 
fashion scene sure to be there. Gulp. 

After raising eyebrows and piquing curiosi- 
ties ("Who's thar girl with Derek?" or more a 
curately as reported to me by my godmoth- 


JOEY Samson 


fell prey to the same weakness—that is, 
lumping all they knew of fabric manipula- 
tion into some of their pieces. Nothing that. 
some prudent editing can't fix, of course, 
because this new breed evidently knows 
how to make clothes. ls subtlety they 
need to work on. 

In contrast, LZ Punzalan, Mitzi Quilen- 
drino, Relan Mata and newcomer Ferdie 
Abuel were a tad too safe, with the latter. 
showing basic, if" commercial, 
pieces—long-sleeved floral shirts and a 
playsuit, brown satin shorts and tops with 
ruffled necklines, and a plain shirred skirt. 
While Punzalan's three flowy gowns were 
his saving graces, Abuel could've done 
without his two Grecian gowns at the end, 
they were out of place. 


All-whit 

The petite Patty Eustaquio has down pat 
women of her size with an all-white collection 
that either had her familiar short ruffled 
sleeves, showed hints of skin at the back, or 
short geometric dresses to show off Pilates 
toned gams. 

Dong Omaga Diaz had cropped sailor 
jackets and bloomers for women, soft in 
cream and pale blue brocade, and matador 
capes and jackets for the men in the same 
material, 


RHETT'S shredded top swished and swayed 
as | walked with handsome Derek. You 
should see him without this white Tyler polo 
inthe TV series “Panday.” 


ers, “Sila ba ni Derek?"), we watched the 
show with a great view from our front-row, 
near-the-ramp's-edge seats, Now thats 
privilege. 


Comfort zone. 

Some people are meant to be in the lime- 
light, while some are meant to report about. 
the people in it. My shyness never really 
wore off, and Iwas only too glad to morph 
back into the real me soon after. But its 
nice though to step out of your comfort 
zone once in a while and experience the 
trappings of being a celeb. 

“Treat yourself out for a day in the salon 
and get pampered all the way. Feel the 
beauty of a made-to-order outfit from our 
many talented designers. Look your best 
every day even when there are no pa- 
parazzi following you—because looking 
good does make you feel good. 

‘And when your 15 minutes of fame does 
come, take it from Derek: Don't let it go to 
your head! 
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Inno Sotto 
shows a 
refreshing mix of 
sleeveless shift 
and paneled 


" Cotton pique 
[o ^ and satip. 


Text by Alex Y. Vergara. 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


ITHOUT A DOUBT, 
fashion designer Inno Sot 
to remains at the top of his 


gamie. But like many successful and 
prolific artists, he may slowly be 
come a victim of his own success. 
in a lush and secluded 

in Makati, offered the 


ona nh pany, Nan a a ( ACT : 
Jeu Pana) snc he suged “Beloved” cl danny sages dor ecce cei and aed 1 
late last year. The show had a long title--hold 9 irratic weather. Even then, Sotto n cotton pique and raw silk. Apart -—— us ^w 


from his trademark 
coatdresses, Sotto al- 
so fashioned a num. 
ber of separates con- 
sisting of short skirts 
and slim pants paired 
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Light 
Tschewing bead: 
work wasn't so much 
am attempt to pander 
to the young, he in 
sisted, but more a 
way of being more re- 
Sponsive to his clien- 
tele. In keeping with 
the sultry season, he 
purposely kept his 
tollection, including 
his formal, empire 
waisted gowns made 
fom layers of 
damask, organdy, or- 
Zanza and lace, light. 
The sume rule, 
however, didn't apply 
io his guess. But 
knowing. how Fil- 
ipinos dont know 
how to dress down, 
Soo might have a 
point in insisting that 
" s a everybody dress, to 
+ Shangri-la Plaza Mall, To iia 8, Tel. No. 867-4077 > Robinsons Place Manila, Tel. No. 522-7778 the nines, 
The Power Pien ei Tol No 096-0933 « The Podium, Tal No. 633-8226 - The Gateway Mal, Tal No. 912-5728 + Robinsons Galleria, Tel. 638-8020 Since there was on 
2 Mn Gily Davao, Tel. No. (082) 297-2510 - Ayala Center Cebu. Tal (032) 23: * 9M Mall o1 Asia (Soon to Open) THELONGICD 
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Atty. Albert B. Arcilla: 
feeling safe with Gold in his pocket 


| certain times, Atiy. Aris Kong hsloenl car company infomed him. cardholder. superior scary against His gront sasaion as BP! OM 
] wouid e that is card number was use to purchase a augulent card transactions. MasterCard cardholder goes beyond the 
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g 4 Swizerlandand Prance On. im Tokyo, another card of his was used to BPI cardholder long pleased with his carats other features. BPL 
the other hand, destinations make luxury purchases from store ho fasts credit ards wide acceptance abroad is one 

such as the US and Canada and... nevershopped in Ay. Arcilla has always known BPI feature from where he derives much 
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avs epos eidem teh cn bo vory amd wilblaing services. Even before the A card as vale BPI Gold 
to sped al 365 daya of one a His rips his cred cards have wnsetlng And io this very day. itailleists mnl of the chip card, Anty. Aris MasterCard exits noi pu hc Che 
sete aruld Hina bura aral esse providing Him. and remains widespread, expecially in radorship wih his BPI card was rever wr xi roi jo Dad sya 
Veri Mel ce pam wi muctaesied ensem But im: Europe which io nonwone like Aly. Artis Tred by ay. fault meiden But convanience md pokrene BAK Air 
Joumeye would land him im shores some of his past journeys, these same cards isa mandated destination. the new chip technology eeinfores the trust Albert B. Arcilla, a ceded world traveler, 
beyond ours. Faeroe ras Mewhetallcardholdersfear It wer therefore a tremendous relict that Aty. Arcilla has long called the "silent his isa fet he has experienced for so long- 
“AS president of Viking Cars Philippines, the most: fraudulent transactions. when Aly Arcilla found out tht BPI Gold benefit" of any BPI credit card. He says, And his solid relationship with the bank was 
aa maid e An Albe reas i Ns personal travels that Aty. MasterCard has come owt with the “With my BPI Gold MasterCard, I know { perfeslyaiculued in faiz in bs tandi 
e te Aa tad fen victim to cedit cud PaySefe Sytem. 1 isthe couniys fimt havesomehing in my wallt tht cn trast concluson, “I bave aways counted on DPI 


ar companya mother hub in Sweden. AL con... twice. Upon bis amival from Hong EMV-compliant chip card that provides the _ tO protect me wherever go to keep me safe" 


ss z 


E ii BEI 


n BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 
To join, simply charge a minimum purchase of P-1,000 to your BPI Express Credit Card. A tradition of leadership 


Every P1,000 purchase entitles you to one raffle entry. The more entries, the more chances to win. 


a s pu-— EE : PGACas m. QU s oe 
quiere BPI Expres co on METERS Rae, | by ore Crests pak ppa pomaton ea ‘Auer 
meis Bend ech Ean Musee ipee | BG kanaan antala Nay W cesa 

"you or call 9-100 or log on to wore ^ Feed uii car rma aris. Pee DT-NCR Peni No, 6803, Garton of 2008 " = 


$ 


m PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER een 


LIFESTYLE BEYUTY 


DAYDREAM 
The look consists of 
whimsical, magical, 
even dreamlike styles 
Blossoms and trinkets 
areincorporatedinto 
strands of hair. Done 
radiant shades, cuts 
gofrom short to long, 
Curly, straight, or 
layered, with soft. 
flowing movements. 
Colors include copper, 
cinnamon brown, 
chocolate brown, 
cashmere, hazelnut, 
caramel, raspberry, 
soft pink, lilac and sun- 
kissed blonde. 


TECHNO NATURE 

This trend is characterized by cool shades of 
blonde to medium brown, including pastel, 
pearl-like, and tone-on-tone elemental 
shades like sky blue, ocean blue and moss. 
green, Techno Nature consists of streamlined 
and geometric haircuts, but with natural lines 
that are soft, light and feathery. The style 
consists of simple wash-and-wear hairdos 
specifically designed for busy people. 


GOTHIC LUXURY 

Acontrast of light and darkness, cuts can go 
from short to long, accented by expressive 
elements. High dramais brought about 
round, sleek, wavy and heavy one-length 
‘cuts, Colors include cool blonde, warm 
‘golden blonde and black, with dark violet or 
red wine shades. Dark red, plum, black and 
white locks are accented with pearl, diamond 


WORLD FUSION" © ^ 

Ethnic-lavored and cosmopolitan, the style ls characterized 
by cultural hybrids It ties together styles from around the 
globe. The cuts go from short to ong. They maybe. 
‘outrageous but structured with lots of volume-curls, with a 
distinct fringe section. Its colors include bright blonde, 
matte or extremely light tones, salt-and-pepper black with,” 
Shades of red, and black with indigo or blueasaecent, . Ñ 


Text by Cheche V. Moral 
Photos y Jim Guiao Punzalan 


NICE HAIRCUT ALONE 
As doesn't cut it any- 
more, if British master 
stylist Beverly C is to be be- 
lieved. 
"At Essensuals, we don't seë color as a 
separate service, Cut and color go to- 


“REAL Daydream? 


gether,” said the new international cre- 
ative director of the British chain of sa- 
Jons. 

Beverly Cand her creative and techni- 
cal team were in Manila recently to pre- 
sent Wella's Trend Vision 2006, One of 
the most respected names in the hair- 
styling industry, she was twice named 
British Hairstylist of the Year, and twice. 
London Hairdresser of the Year. 

Beverly C was recently tapped by Toni 


“TECHNO Nature" by Cherry Reyes 


& Guy/Essensuals founder Toni Mascolo 
to head the company’s stylish yet "acces- 
sible” salon group Essensuals. (Toni & 
Guy salons are more trend-setting and 
revolutionary) Bssensuals has 70 salons 
worldwide. 

The predominant colors for 2006, ac- 
cording to the stylist and her team, will 
be violets and pinks, in varying degrees 
of intensity. 

Tor the trend called “Techno Nature,” 


VARIATION of “Techno Nature” 


Get that gorgeous tan 


S IF WE GIRLS DIDN'T 

have enough beauty 

concerns, summer adds 
yet another set of 
beauty rituals and 
musts. I should know. 
Hiterally got burnt! 

1 was getting my usual 
mani-ped when | decided to 
throw in a threading session 
for my face, Unfortunately 
was informed that threading 
was unavailable in the par- 
ticular place | was in. In- 
Stead, I decided to give wax- 
inga ty 

Major boo-boo on my 
part. A few minutes afer 
‘waxing was done, my upper 
lip was red and really itchy. 

For a few days, my friends 

were even calling me Hitler due to the 
Ted mustache-like streaks on my upper 
Tip. Iwas seared it would bea permanent 
scar. Luckily Terramycin healed it. 

Every summer a girl has to go through 
xa lengths to look good. The beach is 
fo place for unwanted hair, so a lot of 
omen go through hair removal proce: 
ores. Not to forget mani-ped, and get- 
ting some color. 

Whar went through validates the fact 


4 x 


KNOCKOUT!) 


that it's better to be careful with the pro- 
cedures you pick and to stick to what is 
Jess dangerous. From now on, I will stick 

to threading instead of wax- 
ing in areas where there is a 
choice. 

Even when getting a tan, 
always make sure SPF is at 
hand. 

My friend gets herself 
spray-tanned in Emphasis 
‘and she looks really good af- 
ter, Minus the sun damage! 

Since getting a fake tan is 
pretty expensive, | was so 
happy to attend the recent 
presscon of Guerlain. After 
careful study of the tanning 
process in women with dif- 
ferent types of complexion, 
Guerlain has created new 
classics that capture the ef- 
fectof exposure to early summer sun: 

Terracotta Light Sheer Bronzing 
Powder. This compact comes in two sets 
of graduated, coordinated colors with 
both matte and pearly effects. For the 
first time, all women with dark and fair 
complexions will be able to achieve a 
natural glow. 

‘Terracotta Gloss and Shine Moistur- 
izing Balm Sun Shimmer moisturizes 
the lips so that it lights up the entire face, 

n 


TERRACOTTA 
Light Sheer 


Bronzing 
Powder 


TERRACOTTA 
Pearly Brush 
Sublime 
Shimmering 
Powder 


and silver embellishments, 


Classy cuts, edgy colors 


The predominant hues for Wella's Trend Vision 2006 are violets and pinks, in varying degrees of intensity 


Cherry Reyes, creative director of Essen- 
suals Toni & Guy in the Philippines, cre- 
ated a curved cut that softly framed the 
model's face. She applied pale, almost 
icy-blue violet color near the tips with 
thin slivers of the same shade on the 
front 

"Techno Nature," explained Beverly C, 
mixes the strong look of steel structures 
with blunt, graphic lines and the soft 
curved shapes of nature. 


"WORLD Fusion” 


‘Terracotta Teint Dore Moisturizing 
Bronzing Spray gives an instant tan, as 
light or as dark as you desire 

‘Terracotta Pearly Brush Sub- 
lime Shimmering Powder. ‘This 
pearly powder, incorporated into a 
brush, is designed to enhance a gor- 
geoustan, 

Terracotta Light Sheer Bronz- 
ing Powder (P2,550). Whether 
you're fair or dark, youll love this 
sun-kissed new powder ideal for all 
skin types. A perfect complement to 
Guerlain’s legendary Moisturizing 
Bronzing Powder, this ingenious mo- 
saic of five shades of compact pow- 
der including a complexion high- 
lighter, can be used to create and ad- 
justa natural-looking glow. 

Terracotta Gloss and Shine Mois- 
turizing Bam Sun Shimmer 
(P1,298). The radiant glow of Terr 
corta Gloss and Shine intensifies your 
tan and makes it sparkle. Enriched 
‘with mango butter and cotton extract, 
this gloss melts deliciously, like a balm, 
without the sticky feeling. It leaves 
skin soft, supple, comfortable and 
moisturized. 

‘Terracotta Pearly Brush Sub- 
lime Shimmering Powder (lim: 
ited edition, P2,698). This 
lightweight loose powder incor- 
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MODELS all bronzed up by Guerlain 


BEVERLY C demos 
the "Gothic Luxury" 


The more romantic “Real Daydream’ 
has long hair—wavy or straight—in 
mind. "I don't believe in [creating a cut] 
that doesn't work on somebody" the 
stylist noted. Ergo, she kept the layered 
length of the model's hair, but created a 
slight asymmetry on the front to give the 
cur character, 

Red is the color for this romantic look. 
“Red is big in Europe,” Beverly C noted. 
“tt is back in a massive way" Soft to rich 
reds are used to create a multitonal feel- 
ing. 

For the benefit of local stylists, the 

Iso showed some experimental 

editorial purposes, coiling pre- 

colored human hair into phone-wire-like 
cables, in the “World Fusion” trend. 

“Gothic Luxury” is a throwback to the 
7608, with bluntly cut sections and sharp 
angles, and soft fringes that veil the face. 
"The cut should have a focal point but 
still look beautiful,” Beverly C stressed. 
Purple tones, she added, are set off by 
Goth-black hair. The look works best 
with Asian hair 
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HE HOLY WEEK IS 
supposed to be a time for re- 


I flection and prayer. That 


shouldn't cost a lot, but everyone 
goes out of town and we all know 
how that racks up 
quite a bill. My aim. 
in this column isto f z 

look for great bar. | MAKEOVER 
gains and special 1911... 
sales after the cost- 
heavy Holy Week. 

Have you visited Es- 
senses lately? Those of 
You who love products 
that have an aromatherapy feel to them 
should definitely pass by the LOcctane 
counter It has great two-in-one packages that 
are buy-one, take-one or hugely discounted. 

T could not believe my luck as several of my 
favorite items were paired up. It was not the 
usual crappy extra item added to the package. 
The package in fact combined customer fa- 
vores, 

My head pun as made a grab for a pack of 
spicy orange candies that wake me up on lazy 
days and eliminate bad odors from the 
kitchen or bathroom long after the candle is 
extinguished, 1 also grabbed the almond 
Shaping gel that checks cellulite. 

Desitable pai-aps are the almond shaping 
gel and almond candle, as well as blossom 
ew fragrance and shower oll The scentis the 
only sweet seen that can be worn in the sum- 
mertime as it smells clean and yummy at the 
Same ime. The body oil is a bestseller as itex- 
follates, moisturizes, cleanses and leaves the 
yummicatsmellin fragrance 

Green Tea lovers would be glad to know 
that it has included its fragrance and candles 
in one package. 

TOccitane items are not cheap, but those of 
you who have been lusting after the products 
{an get the chance to stretch your budget and 
Board the items you love. Offer good til sup- 
plies last. 

‘Apivita, a Greek beauty and body line, has 
super bath and body products that are a lot 
Cheaper than EOecitane’s but smell just as 
reat It has its own buy-one, take-one pack- 
Ages. They may be good Mother's Day gifs. 

"Aiit has three main aromatherapy body 
lines, and I have them all! They suit women's 
ever.changing moods. Picking a favorite is 
tough for me. 

The Harmony line smells fresh and clean 
with green tea, bergamot and sea weed. It 
nes, well with perspiration, making me 
Smell eternally fresh, 

“ye Energy line--ginger ime and green 
123-14 a spicy citrus scent and seems the best 
seller. The Euphoria line is a milelovers 
dream with white chocolate, vanilla and 
‘white tea—a scent associate with babies and 


Kinny 
Salas 


Secrets 
Papaya soaps 


EUPHORIA 
body serub 


LOREAL 
White 
Perfect! 
SPFIB. 
for body 


ahappychilähood. 

My packages have a gentle body scrub, 
milk bath, body milk and shampoo all in the 
same scent family, so literally smell che same 
from head to toe the whole day. 


Soaps 
Tor the hor summer 
weather, | love using 
soaps because they keep 
odor-causing body oils 
away longer. Not just 
any soap will do for me, 
though. 1 want those 
“with... skin-exfotiating 
and -lightening proper- 
ties to ensure even skin 
tone all over 
1 have discovered two reasonably priced 
soaps from the grocery. The Garden Secret 
Papaya soap (P35) is available in most gro- 
ceries except SM. It has two variants, orange 
and green, What makes this different from 
other papaya soaps is the presence of two ac- 
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HYPE whitoning 
lotion. 
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fend 


tive ingredients found in the famed Magic 
Cream. 
"The other brand that also whitens and reju- 
venates is Hype duo green papaya and vita- 
min C soap (P59.75). It has a matching lotion 
at P119.75 that is non-greasy and works for 
‘Most papaya soaps just exfoliate skin 
Hype has skin-brightening agents and does 
not dry the skin. It makes your skin tone 
even, and the lightest you will go is baby- 
light 

Garden Secret Papaya and Hype are 
cheap enough for me to justify and pair up 
with my Belo body-whitening cream that 
costs P10,000/1 kg (VAT not included), 
which use only at night. 

(Other whitening lotions in the grocery are 
Godiva licorice lotion (P120) and Nivea 
Night Body lotion. They do not workas fastas 
Belo's and yield less dramaticresults, but they 
doworkand area lot cheaper 

T suggest you apply these grocery brands 
morning and night after every shower. Top it 


A 
maana [ 


off with sunblock during the day. 

Nivea has a day-whitening lotion with SPF 
20, 

"You may also try LOreal White Perfect triple 
whitening body lotion with SPF 18 (P850) 
which exfoliates, whitens and protects. 

The author has tried every product above. 
except for the 
Nivea products, 
which are recom- 
mended — here 
based on word of 
mouth from users. 


* ALL ROBINSONS MALLS 
"Tutuban Center. 
+ Metropolis Star Alabang 


or rd 


“Target Mall, Sta. Rosa, Laguna 
+ Circle C Center, Congressional 
* Malabon Cllsquare 
+ Napo Mall, Angeles, Pampanga 


sasa dng 


Palmoli 


Naras — e 

"Nepo Mal, Dagupan 

* Banilad Town Center, Cebu 
+ Eastwood City, Libis 


+ Aranota Square, Caloocan City 


+ Good Earth Plaza, Avenida 
+ Susano Complex, Novaliches 
* Berkeley Square, Commonwealth 4 
+ Nagaland, Emall, Naga City 

it No, 0434, Seres of 20 


3434, Series Of 2008 
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Get that gorgeous tan 


From pageD2 


bronzed skin for hours to make you look likea 
summer goddess. 

Terracotta Loose Powder Kohl-Brun 
Dore 02 (P1,698). This enigmatic and flatter- 
ing shade allows every woman to have more 
alluring and enticing eyes. 

Terracotta Teint Dore, Moisturizing 


porated into a brush is intended to illuminate 
the face and body with pearly radiance. Shim- 
mering with metallic reflections, it highlights 
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Spray for the body (P2,150). This is a gentle. 
gel-cream which sprays effortlessly all over 
the body. The subtle makeup perfectly imi 
tates the natural glow of a tan. Moisturizing, 
ultra-comfortable and long-lasting, it melts 

i skin, spreads easily and dries instant 

out staining clothing. Its caramel tone 
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can be layered in order to su abrolully any 
an atan and he resus are perfectly rat. 
E A 

id the products dha 1 am very happy 
wit To tnial rhat lam really pale Guerin 
iei me a glow that actually makes me look 
tet got a tinle sun. 1 suggest going to Rus- 


tan's and sampling these new summer prod- 


"A SUNDAYS JELLY 
7 MANGO POPSICLES 


INGREDIENTS: 
1 litro pack of Sundays Mango 
1/2 cup boiling water 
1 (3 oz.) pkg. unfiavored gelatin 
1/2 cup cold water 
PROCEDURE: 
Dissolye upflayored gelatin. Sundays Mango in the 
boiling water. Add the cold water and stir well. 
ku Poycinto popsicle. molds orice cube trays. Freeze. 
partially, add sticks and freeze until firm, about 
2to3 hours. Makes about | dozen. 


For more 
groat ways to chill 
this summer look for the 
Oishi Sundays + Suntea 
"Trial Pack in leading 
‘supermarkets, 


4 litro packs 
+ RECIPES TO CHILL 


SAVE 
20% 


DJ = 
. SNOW 
AVAILABLE! 
II 


PA E NG 
Dub Nec 


Refreshing , 
eg, 


‘ucts. You don't have to get the complete line. 
Just pick what suits your lifestyle. Im sure 
‘you will fall in love with atleast onet 

Visit the new Guerlain counters, now open 
at Rustan's Shangrila Tower and Rustan's 


Stay away from perfume or anything 
heavy-scented, because the heat will in- 
tensily the sconi. Stick to a light fra- 
grance or baby cologne.—Hfia Fausto- 
Cruz, Seventeen magazine EIC 


YE 
po 
m 

cadem 
lapina nika d 
eat 
A Ei 
ma dinaman on Bag 
pusa ke 
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Put a lot of SPF on your face and be 
diligent in moisturizing. Also, look for a 
good eye cream and remember that it is 
diferent from your facial moisturiz- 
er —Chesca Garcia, actress 


1 like bright popsicle-pink polish on 
my toes during sandal season. It goes 
with anything you wearl—lanne Sison, 
Cosmopolitan magazine EIC 


Dry hair is unattractive. Keep a leave- 
on-conditioner in your bag to nourish 
hair when needed.— Kely Misa, model 


we 
ES 


A pair of shades or a cap is a good 
way of protecting yoursell from the heat 
while looking pretty — fashion- 
able.—Joanne Tengeo, businesswoman 


NG 
NE 


To stay fit and trim during bikini sea- 
son, find ways to exercise no matter how 
busy you are. Walk your dog around the 
block or take the stairs instead ofthe el- 
evator.—Peaches Aberin, courtside re- 
porter 4 


M 
E 


Summer is the time | get active and 
join as many badminton tournaments as 
Tan, The workout keeps me stress-free 
and wel-batanced. Aside from keeping 
‘ourselves well hydrated, is also best to 
maintain a good. disposition —Gem 
Padila, thespian 


We Fit In. 
We Stand Out. 
We Rock The World! 


‘CCA. Manila the Philippines! pioneer in formal culinary educat 
Continuously leads tha way in the food servico industry by givi 
practical hands in, equipping you with the much needed 
Shits to excel in the global culinary arena. 


Jy wil you graduate highly competent and passionate with 
Ji woh make sure youll bring fresh and young ideas as you 
rack the world 


Application son going for June and August intak 
Diploma in Culinary Arts and Management 2 
Diploma in Baking Pastry Art and Management (2 years) 


1-year Certificate course option aho availabe: 
Certificate in Culinary Arts 
Certihcaten Baking ond Pastry Arts 

rough our local 


po es University (USA), 
Sthoot of Hotel Management (Switzerland) 


"T 


Scholarshipsavallable for deserving applicants. 
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2207 (Globe) or 28: 
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j WEAR SOMETHING EASY, h Sg anana ssory it can 
something light and som. a Sele Ong gue e pn d uoci 

thing white that “breathes” Ere and siramecer The forie 5 ie desired ef 

this season as you tempora: f s 

1 Iy leave the urban jungle and 

j head for clear blue waters, comes th pel jet ahop at 3s WII 
velvety white sands and light a a m 


ams Shangri-La To 


nd Ra 
i ocean breeze. E 0 oF 7265102. 


| LIMP THINNING HAIR: | 
Svenson! : 


began losing more than 
ir started to go limp and thin. It 
didn't seem to be 

back After taking Svens 
Treatment, my hair w 

growing again in no tim 

looks lusher and is thicker to 

touch!" 


Clarizza King, Mo 


WOMEN AT 


End Your Hai ay 


Call 892-HAIR (4247) 


MAKATI. TOMAS MORATO BINONDO ALABANG 
ea Te TOREKO Gener. IF Federal Tower A/F Giibank-Frabele 
biag E IF Keppel Contre 


Globelines Postpaid Plus 
Plus Plus Plus Plus. Only P795. 


For less than what you normally pay, enjoy 
unlimited dial-up plus 
unlimited toll-free NDD* 


plus landline connection plus low IDD rates 
when using your Globe1 card plus dependable 
Customer Care plus quality connection plus 
big savings plus everything you have come to 


expect from a reliable network! 
usse row Cal (2 01 S88 fr Luzon, (192) o 88" for Visayas ang danao or 171 Toe for ny nee landline or payphone. You can also visit ww glabalinas com ph 
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Enjoying the skin trade 
in Barcelona 
Es YOU HOUT B Ies eet 


ash mana 1 core diens" They are interested 
uds LACCENET Ey BATTING ue in the body s wel asin the face 


senses to Barcelona for a | AN EYELASH «. perdere 
meeting with Dermalogi- pa ing Cree S fo Ama 
e dauric AQ e EN 
menne mi Dea bini heya oe eee 
top skincare therapists Bs Ha] segment of the market, the hard- 
Apres a smooth, absolutely en- Photos by Alex Van Hagen. ef to ples dud the highest pre 
joyable flight on KLM's state-of- using Kodak EasyShare capita spending on professional 
‘the-art aircraft, the Boeing 777, - ‘products and setviest 
dam's fab Sehipol airport, wear. Was break time for tea and cook- ‘was about the new spirit of beau- e» 
dams fab Schippers cies ies During this recess, we min- Wand the comfort craze. "Con- RIZA Torres, AVP-B2B distributions, Rustans Commercial Cord oil 
eis ref my eue Dr UI i a aga aan a business dept manager for Deer. 
KAEN nn kaban. fom moy omnes foe te en looking for escape a Stuart Leitch, marketing manager of Dermalogica; 
TRCN Hs HG a deed a non-speaking English delegates and ways to comfort themselves," ind and Rhoda Campos, ice president of REC. "1 ie 
manager for Asia, Australia ia, the famous La Boqueria mar. Were so impressed that the Fil- said Rita Silvan of Elle Canada, 
Me aed Mel. elas move are sym. ipio gang could speak perfect nd check this out, palanggas, 
ka to ae captivating, ex. English. Rhoda C. and | con. er Sere products to calm 
Gung city of Barcelona, palang- versed with some of the Spanish. gow, launching products to calm 
ching SY Sen the renowned speaking delegates from South Gown JOU Pk fee 
ket erum en Mus ida jedes Qa. 
Bering hel de ge Ne, mn duree. iren ma yonr di E 
sahen of more epis ing lecrures fom wellknown Cam saperti pt. yowa boa 
from 40 countries. personalities and a fab dinner | believe, also deliver Prozac like 
Pm oun was rep... Was al ear to he lecture of the. Vangie i de bob ee 
resented by te Dermalogica rah. Intemational Spa Association, Sraa lotions, and minerals in 
resented bythe Domalain raa] which identifed three main Seeme, lions and ever ska 
Corp. headed by brillant Rhoda client profiles. Okay hereit goes: PY BANA aaa 
Campos, the hotshot VP for cos- , Fist is the gateway (or entry B D 
Campos the hotshot YP ees, leve)-iheyare the cients who „ The new tend is refected la 
een olen Re Toes, He So foe Daly Tesar 
AVP ela edam buses devel, They are new to professional facen Wich has SURE 
Carmel eter Per Demnilogi skincare and are not very shine the indusny’ appre d exfoli- 
Spmen manager for Dem, Savvy They usually only receive aon., Although particularly ef- 5 Ai 1 
a model Rissa, an yes, pedicures or mas. fective for the teament of Pie i 
wherever she went, dahlings; and Sages. So, they walk into the sa- to-damaged, acneic and matur. WOMEN power. Diana Howard, VP of technical development, and 
bored sae Srey weno he EHE ee oe Marvan uer oeralgtzan eror Dermal 
Tee cores Kicked off with a that affect appearance; they want able for all skin conditions and is Institute 
(ae congress kicked of wh? (0 feel pedal, pampered and designed for chen visting 1o 
(musik ubang asi wep. eeh fesi montis healther looking 
donate Ro ng garden, Then comes the mid-level (or Skin. pelanggar. 
ies Demag open ND de Tee NG TR Ne. asumar ofthe uwe Seer o 
h PR A EOD vili do for me? The the. (Pombo mi 
cce, edo ung bight and derstand the Importance of pros. BEES TYO Te ed md 
managerforEurope,MiddleEast notso early (thank goodness),we fessional skincare but still Visit a. vant rk aie pien 
and Africa, talked about marso aar adf ree Paar Skincare center only four to six Come fom sam S laian 
healthful Indian techniquesused De Congresso de Catalunya, times ayeak The bottom line, palanggas, is 
in Dermalogica ciniesaroundthe where Jane Wurwand, the bri „Next comes the. mid-level Tey a boa B me caya 
world. where Jane Wurwand, the PE ens, who already understand the soul. Total, beauty is beng, 
lant founder of Dermalogica and. the basics so good skin mere. tat Feels good, look ond and 
4 tute, spearheaded the list of super pists, like those found at any Der- does good. With 20 years behind 
Quest speakers and discussed malogica salon, must always “ex- e Dermalogica proves this, 
"what todays women and men pand their clients’ regimens by palanggas. 
“wa, pand hk ane reins) PRE, av tmmetoroet A MANAGER of ome of Dermal is elio perte 
- MM dre ia eee oftouchinapplyng Derma'ssóncare products 
Te diferent sessions aed Ll alng, make that must- 
male customers—with the most do appotnetient tthe ea 
sion for results (money is not a- Aesthetics, 5/R Rustan's Makati; 
Son er : aa sae Alabang 
Super-interesting topics in- Town Center. Urn Spa, 
dide lcm edie ends Sopra Mal; Fines Fit i 
the emerging male market, and RCBC Plaza; Serenity Spa in Ce- 
identifying new clients by observ- bus. tng Gani pang i Qn 
ing their behavior. Hoh Dara 
be were flan nl 
onthe wand athena" 
aaa anak | 
MG AA Sree eed 
a AA ax Uc heal” 
aay 
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IVOR Gordon of Dermalogica 


ONE of Dermalogica's top facial care experts explains to a Swedish 
delegate the right application of Derma's skincare products, 


diu 
M sd iN BAE naa awe 


ehe famous "Champlage,” 
ESANG OF RVE. OMgafarüeDommleadeeduy — tononiraertemumgs 
Conference atthe ab five-star Hotel Art of Barcelona: Carmela 

nG ssa Manang Samson, Riza Torresand Rhoda Campos South Afr. 


‘OUR gang with one of the 
fethniguconadelogatetrom statues in famous La Rambla, —— DERMALOGICA'S First Lady, Jane Wurwand, poses with ome! PU 
Barcelona delogates from Vietnam. ENLO 
inama 


E LATEST EYEWEAR FROM THE ITALIAN 

Je houses of Gucci and Armani hark back to 

giai, from Steve McQueen to Jackie O, 
from stylized logos to generous dimensions. 


Gucci? drew inspiration from its own a 


archives for its new designs, Take the “buckle 
motif” which was used in the'70s, mostly on. 
jewelry, gifts and shoes. Now, a stylish metal 
Juckle engraved with the Gucci logo makes a 
Eomeback on the sunglasses temples. 

"This revamped buckle detail is also to be 
found in Gucci boutiques, making an appear 
‘ance on leather goods and accessories 

Another icon from Gucci stylish heritage. 
is the horsebit hinge—a tribute to the compa- 
ny’ beginnings as a manufacturer of saddles, 
saddlery products and luggage. Again, the 
"horsebit icon appears on the eyewear tem- 
ples, with a more glamorous version embel- 
lished with Swarovski crystals. 

Another take on the horsebit is found in the. 
textured horsebit icon, repeated endlessly on. 
the materials used for bags and the like, This 
new motif is lasered on the acetate temples of 
‘sunglasses to exact precision. The horsebit tex- 
ture style comes in two rich-looking models 

For pure retro, Gucci's Vintage style stages 
its own comeback. This comes with gold-plat- 
ed highlights on the nose bridge, endpiece 
and hinge, complete with toric lenses in dif- 
ferent shades and tints. 

The Aviator is a trendy, masculine concept 
with fashionable styling in light hues and 
graded lenses. The ever-famous and much- 
Copied Gucci monogram is celebrated on the 
Asian models of certain eyewear. 

For Giorgio Armani, the heady days of 


F 
t ` 
THE DISCREET GA log 
lens gives a touch of subtle elegance to these 
Giorgio Armani shades. 


E E 


WELL-ROUNDED: Jackie O-style oversized 
round lenses from Giorgio Armani and the. 
EA round logo on tho temples fram Emporio 
Armani 
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highlights 
fon the nose 
bridge, 
endpiece 
and hinge. 


THEEAGLE has 
landed—on the. 
temples of these 
shades from. 
Emporio Armani. 


Steve McQueen and Jackie O serve as inspira- 
tion. The men's collection, for example, fea- 
tures a modern take on the actual pair that 
McQueen wore. A generously proportioned 

iced up with a metal 
plaque inscribed with "Giorgio Armani" at the 
temple end of the arm, and the "GA" logo on 
the terminals. 

‘On the women's eyewear, the GA mono- 
gram logo is placed strategically Plain or 
studded with Swarovski diamante, the pairs 
come in intense colors ranging from pink to. 
brown, white to gray, silver to black 

Emporio Armani, meanwhile, offers young 
and dynamic shades. Again, the logo is a ma- 
jor part of the design. The eagle is prominent | s 
in some pairs, while the new EA logo also |? 
makes its appearance, as it does on other Em- 
porio Armani accessories 

‘The classic but reinterpreted aviator design |} 
isthe key look for the men, while girls can rev 
el in almost flat rectangular metal shapes. 
Colors are straight from the makeup box: sky- 
blue frames with grey sky-blue lenses, white. 
with smoky grey lenses, ruthenium with 
emerald green. 

"To be sure that the Gucci and Armani eye- 
‘wear youare purchasing are roma legitimate 
source, always look for the Safilo hologram 
tag attached to the side of the eyewear. This 
tag san assurance that the eyewear you have 
purchased is made by Safilo Group of Italy, 
the official manufacturer. 

Gucci, Emporio Armani and Giorgio Ar 
mani Eyewear are distributed exclusively by 
Newtrends International Corp, and are avail 
able in leading optical shops and stores. 


CANVAS BOUTIQUES ' 
SHOEMART 
ROBINSON'S 
LANDMARK 
METRO GAISANO 
FAIRMART 
STA. LUCIA Ka a 
ISETANN SWATCH 
pm seasider $ 
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RED-AND-WHITE 
spotted dress 


WELCOME SUMMER 
with Dorothy Perkins’ 
2006 collection in a va- 
riety of styles—from 
'40s and '50s chic to 
fashion staples like 
stripes and polka dots. 

Fresh and nautical-inspired 
casual wear come by way of 
striped swimwear, dresses and 
tops as well as pieces in blue, 
redand white. 

Tor a more feminine look, 
the collection offers milkmaid 
blouses and petticoat dresses 
in soft coton, crinkle fabrics 
and faded forals, with 
broderie anglaise, lace, cut 
‘work and pearl buttons. 

Dorothy Perkins also pre- 
sents a return to 19405 fashion. 
Unitarian military shapes are 
updated with Oriental styling 
For that comfy-summery look, 
tea dresses are flattering in 
prety patterns. Roll-hem cargo 
Shorts perfecly matched with 
Boral printed blouses and plat 
form heels are ideal combina- 
tions for a unique twist on GJ. 
hie 

There are also '50s style fit 
ted dresses and eropped jackets 
with bold flashes of ruby eme 
ld and navy in accessories and 
prints. Polka dots and fine 
Swipes, are seen on chiffon 
cappedsleeve blouses, fme 
Enit cardigans and on full-skirt 
dresses with fry frill helm: 

Dorothy Perkins, which has 
570 stores in Great Britain and 
45 outlets worldwide, is dis- 
tributed in the Philippines 
through a parenership between 
Robinsons Specialty Stores nc. 
(RSSI) and Arcadia Group of 
the United Kingdom. Stores 
are in Robinsons Galleria, Pow- 
er Plant Mall and The Podium. 


Collection that's both 
classic and contemporary 


WALLIS’ SPRING-SUMMER COLLECTION 
2006 features classic and contemporary styles 
using stripes and polka dots and some Latin 
influences. 

The collection is characterized by vibrant 
colors and interesting textures and embellish- 
ments. Inspired by stylish Deauville in France, 
top picks are cropped trousers with big but- 
tons and navy culottes paired with a striped 
sweater for daytime wear and polka-dot chi 
fon blouse or fitted striped waistcoat for 
evening. 

The Carnival collection, influenced by 
1920s Buenos Aires, include dressy summer 
pieces like skirts, dresses and blouses with 
ruffles. Broidery isa flirty Cornelli dress with 
a Hessian woven belt or dramatic 
Black is enhanced with strong tones of 
ald, berry white and vermilion. A slender 
achieved by cutting close to the bod 

Summer Courure's key pieces hi 
the 1960s with chiffon blouses with balloon. 
sleeves paired with pencil skirts, figure-hu 
ging tulip skirt with ribbon bow belt or shell 
top. 

Fabrics are in shades of silver, charcoal 
white, mustard and mocha. Pleated chiffon 
dress, crushed satin origami dress and or- 
gandy two-piece are some of the pieces in the 
collection. 

Accessories include metallic beaded purs- 
es, leather sash belts and embroidered 
evening bags. Wallis carries everything from 
beaded belts to camisoles to achieve whatever 
look you may want. 


WHITE 
eyelet 
shirtdress 
over maxi 
with leather 
plait 
waistbelt 


and cream: 
pencilskirt 


available in petite sizes for women 5'3" and 
s Specialty Stores Inc. (RSSI) is 
ve franchisee in the Philippines 


75 Indulgences Wing, Shang 
Visit wwncwalli fashion.co.uk. 


A DIFFERENT JUDY ANNE SANTOS IS 
shown in the latest advertising materials of 
Pacific Blue Shades. You will see a more in- 
spired, confident and sophisticated Judy 
Anne Santos. And why not, when the pho- 
tographs were taken by Ryan Agoncillo him. 
self her fiancé? 

"The 2006 collection offers models in large 
and dosefining masks with a prevalence of 
dark tones such as gloss black and dark brown. 
Retro-styie aviators in metals with big sizes, as 
‘well as basic styles such asthe rimless and se 
rimless in normal sizes complete the line. 


PACIFIC 
Blue 
Shades 
with fancy 


Pacific Blue Shades was awarded Eyewear of 
the Year 2005 by the Philippine Fashion 
“Awards. The 2006 Collection is now available in 


SOLID-WHITE shades worn on the head is. 
the fashion trend set by Pacific Blue. After this 
billboard came out on Edsa, more women 


CREAM peasant top and 
denim shorts 


WHITE cropped jacket, navy- 
and-ime striped vest and navy 
striped slouch trousers 


all Shoemart department stores nationwide. 


were seen sporting the look. 


Art and color in sports fashion 


THE ITALIAN BRAND FILA PAID TRIBUTE TO. 
the sporis lifestyle during the Fila Polo Cup 
2006 at the Manila Polo Club. 

A fashion show featured Filis new TANE 
Nello Sport Spring-Summer Collection. There 
were performances by the Asthanga Yoga and 
the Fila Polo Cup 'O6. The Polo Cup winners 
were recognized. 

The new collection is characterized by 
comfortable and colorful athletic gear for 

ol tennis and other sports. Its inspiration is 
'artin sports: 

"Up to April 30, Fila outlets offer the new 
collection and other lines at special prices and 
discou 


Panik Gate 
Athletic gear for mon, women and children by Fila L'arte Nello 
Sport 
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Text by Cheche V. Moral 
Photos by Rodel Rotoni 


fashion house Emilio Pucci 

"Though none of his more recent bridal de- 
signs for celebrity clients (notably pop star 
Christina Aguilera who wore a Lacroix to her 


HRISTAN. LACROX- MADE HIS 
renown with the pompous si [ 
C Wis designs, courore high wrought 
wid trimmings tat hinted at hundreds of 
eeding, calousd finger hours and, possi 
MU Ny A Flos are afford 
a iden case Loss tady of Until May 4, couture 
aeaa "pieces by the famed 
fon te hance teresa de Mastic me French designer 
French embassy, the Association Francaise Pa 
an anga md te ala Museum, as are ON exhibit 
aro French Spring in Ms d 
Pa renc Spiny E primarya showcase of at the Ayala Museum 
contemporary French ar, and is now on is 
eighth yar in Mani E 2: 
The Lacroix exhibit covers 17 years of the. | 
designers work, beginning frm ihe mid-Os 
When he debuted the fist collec 


eponymous fashion house. 
vas first shown in Lacroixs 
a and Thai- 
third leg of its 


wedding last year) are included in the exhibit, 
there are, in fact, several highly ornate bridal 
pieces, like a blue-satin-belted cloud of tulle 


j with a matching mid-century halo-like head 


je last jaunt in Is piece. Another is a heavily beaded black gar- 
ment Isa bridal gown, Sabourin assured. 

Several footwear and accessories are also 
on display, including some of his corsets. 
Madonna famously donned Lacroix's corset in. 
her “Reinvention World Tour" in 2004. 

"The delicate garments are strictly hands-off 

oers, though Sabourin said they 

are intentionally not glass-encased to allow a 
more intimate experience of the fashion artist 
thats Lacroix. 


isplay is customized to correspond with 
the sensibilities and ns of each host 


like platforms on opposite ends, one a 
red-belted sumpcuous black lace confection. 
“Sleeping beauties,” Sabourin called them. YVES Sabourin 
ke crucifixes, appear Call the Ayala Museum at 7577117 to 21 for 
througho garments HER the schedule of guided tours. 
Several interesting works by other arüsts, 
some from Lacroix’s own collection, are a: 
interspersed with the display, instituting the 
influences of the designer, an art history 
vate who had worked at Hermes and Jea 
tou at the start of his career 
year, was artistic director of 


Fab five of HA.M.E. 


MANILAEAM.ENTERNATIONALSHOW- be at the World Trade Center Philippine tion ofthe Pandan Festival ot Luisianaon ering a distance of 47 Kilometers, thetour olson, Maysilo, 9 de Pebrero Shaw Boule- 
MAN nannaa home fumishings, Trade Training Center, East Pavikon and the Aprii 21. The month-long lewis include  willstart from and endal Tiendesitas, Orti- vard, Edsa, Katpuran Avenue Temple 
hhouseware, holiday décor and fashlonac- Forum and Reception Hail of Phlippinein- — SireetDan: as corner CS in Pasig Ciy, and wilitake Drive, Greenmeadows Avenue, and CS. 
essores designed by five of the country's ternational Convention Center. The puble is bikers to N. Domingo, Hemady, E. Ro- 

top creative minds April 19-22. Featured are invited 11 am.-4 p.m., April 22. Entrance (talent competion on Apri 1! Griguez, Welcome Rotonda. España, Lerma, BABY FAIR. Robinsons Department Store 
Ghar Caupo (Pome umistings), Tes Paso- fee's PISO. No chidren below 12 yearsokd. the new Miss Laguna on April 22) Mis La-... Quezon Boulevard, Qulapo, Quezon Bridge, (ROS) presents “Gaby Fl ee Qe 
APO lo BeaVadesand Wonne Cal 8331258, ax 8923985, e-mai hard- Gura Face Model Search launch (Apri 27), Muelle del Rio, Andros Soriano dr. Anda coun, przes and surprises o aron nd 
Coie cero fashion accessories), gondsGlem.comhorviswawwmani- and ihe Sta. Rosa fiesta celebration (wih Cirle. Roxas Boulevard, Baywalk, Pablo babies unti Aprl 30 Find everytiog yow 
‘and Cario Tanseco for "Evolution." Orga- _latame.com, rest dancing and spectacular fireworks Ocampo Sr., Macapagal Avenue, Edsa Ex- baby needs at the fait—from nursery essen- 
nizad by the Centar for international Trade display on Apri 29). tension, Osmefa Highway, Sen. G Puyat tals ike playpens, cris, feeding bottles, 
Expositions and Missions (Cnam), these FESTIVAL. SM City Sta. Rosa, with te Avenue, Ayala Avenue, Paseo de Roxas, booties, mittens and high chairs to bath 
Amen ngan iha Doparment guna Provinda!Torsm Office andthe Sta. FIREFLIES TOUR. The 2006 Tour ofthe AIM, Makati Avenue, F. Burgos, Makati tubs. towels and other bathing and groom- 


irado and industry (OT) te xi wit Rosa Tourism Otice, presents the celebra- Fetes wit beheld 7am. onAprt Z3.Cov:  Mandalayong Bridge, Coronado, San Fran- Ing basics. 
Miasas e 
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Ramon Valera bs. uann 


isn’t the only winner 


RAMON VALERA ISNT THE 
only winner in the 2006 National 
Artists Awards. Fashion d. 

as much a winner, too. 

design has been included under 
architecture and design but not 
‘without first overcoming hurdles. 

Primary among these is the 
mindset that fashion isn’t art. We 
could imagine this was a point of 
debate in the deliberations lead- 
ing to the selection. 

Fashion design can be elevated 
to art transcending generations. 
Iris a creative process—a medi- 
um through which the designer 
communicates to the world at 
large, embodying his culture, 
which in turn can connect to oth- 
er cultures. 


LIFE- 
Srup * 


Thema "^ 
Sioson San Juan 


Consider the designers pro- 
iration, a 
passion—anything from his mi- 
Tieu or from his very existence. 
drives him to make up a design 
concept. Love of theater led Yves 
Saint Laurent toward his early 
sketches. Coco Chanel drew 
spiration fom the bohemian 
lifestyle around her—the coastal 
life in Deauville, her lover's horse 


1987 collection (left) 
and Lacroix organza 


M repu d 
Fashion ki Aria Museum 
design 

overcame 

abig 

hurdle 

inthe 

National 

Artists 

Awards 


AN EXPLOSION OF 3 CHEESES 
BURSTING FROM THE CRUST! 


MOZZARELLA, PROVOLONE AND CHEDDAR 


FRIDAY, APRIL 21, 2006 


racing. This freewheeling lifestyle drove her 
to junk the corset that had shackled the wom- 
an’s body until then, to loosen the silhouette 
and the waist, dropping it to the hips. This 
‘was a turning point in women's fashion that. 
was constricting and structured at the turn of 
he century. 


Signposts 

Fashion's creative proces is neither less la 
borious nor les informed and inspired than 
thatof say, a painter or sculptor 

How does the fashion designers work im 
pacton society or even the world? 

‘One doesnt have to be a scholar to note 
chat through history, clothes or fashion have 
Served as signposts of the historical era. For 
ample? Christan Diors New Look was the 
symbol of the post-war Twiggy and the 
miniskirt are the visual cons of the ‘60s. 

es, there is the terno—from 
o that was the hallmark 


‘of the Filipino, for good or bad. 

Fashion design doesn't only affect society. 
In several cases, it becomes the representa- 
tion ofthat community, perhaps even more so 
than other forms of art that are not readily ac- 
cessible to the population. 

Thanks to a highly graphic and speedy me- 
dia, fashion design has permeated our daily 
life, cutting across classes. Fashion is visual, 
and today's media is highly vis 

Fashion design is nor limited to its exposure 
in media, It is also what feeds today’s events 
in the malls. The malls, todays “cathedrals of 
culture” ike it or not—hold regular fashion 

ioesn' take a mar- 
keting whiz to know that fashion shows con- 
vey the message best to the masses. 

Tn this way fashion design, even as it puts 
on the glitz, is not limited to the elite. Itis not 
elitist. Because of every person's basic need to 
clothe himself or to look good, fashion is part 
and parcel of daily existence, 

tis thus interesting how, through sheer 

ity our designers toil to el- 


am, 

Is fashion just craft? 

Fashion has gone beyond function or me- 
chanical routine. Fashion design has held the 
world in awe, in various periods. 

‘Museums in Paris, New York and London 
have placed their haute couturiers alongside 
the great painters, sculptors and other mas- 
ters. Yves Saint Laurent, Chanel, Balenciaga, 
‘Christian Dior have seen their works on ex- 
hibit in these museums—thus continuing to 
communicate not only to audiences the world 
lover, but also to generations, Through their 
body of work, these designers have lived be- 
yond heir lifetime, 

"This year, the Museum of Modern Art in 
New York will pay homage to living British de- 
signers by devoting several period rooms of 
the Museum to their work in an event put to- 
gether by Vogue's Anna Wintour and curated 
by its leading scholars. 

‘On exhibit at Ayala Museum until May is 
“Christian Lacroix Dialogues!” featuring 
Lacrobés gowns and dresses (look for his 
black dress made of raffia), and accessories 
from his own collection, mounted with inter 
esting arcworks and art objects to denote how 
this genius of a designer relates his creations 
to their milieu. 

Iesthe kickoff event of the French Spring in 

ila, a months-long series of events held 
bythe French Embassy, the Alliance Frangaise 
and the Association Francaise d'Action Artis- 
tique. You don't have to be a fashion lover to 
find chis exhibit a highly informative and in- 
teresting experience Cuntil May 4). 

Amid this backdrop here and abroad, we 
like to think ies become moot to debate 
whether or not fashion design should be in- 
cluded in the National Artists Awards. 


Gaupo at Citem 

‘Over the weekend, check out Ctem's annu: 
al Manda FAME International at World Trade 
Genter and PTTC. Were looking forward to 
Seeing Cesar Gaupo's designs of home acces- 
Sories and furnishings—trom lamps to bed 

is perspective in designing for the home? 
He wants pieces that become topics of conver- 
Sarion. He drew his inspiration from whatever 
faprured his fancy, like Polynesian tattoos. 
Tze night he held his Shoe Couture Launch 
and Fashion Show at Le Pavilion- 


Email thelma, ssanjuanGabs pinoycentralcom. 
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Inquirer, Pfizer wi 


‘Tears of. Hope, Tears 


of Health’ wins Grand Anvil 
eine 3 


| communications 


i 
Í THE “TEARS OF HOPE, TEARS OF HEALTH" 
| campaign of Pfizers Visine Refresh and the 
| Eye Bank Foundation of the Philippines 
Í (EBEP) has won the Anvil award inthe 41st 
ÜAnvil Awards of the Public Society of the 
Philippines (PRSP). The advocacy cam- 
paign was designed to educate the public 
jon proper eye health and care, raise funds 
for EBEP operations and get more Filipinos 
tosign as comea and eye donors. It has gat- 
nered the support of over 40 Filipinos 
celebrities who have donated their time, 
mage and likeness to the campaign. Since 
the launch ofthe progra thousand 
of Filipinos are now caré-cartying donors 
and actial retrieval of cornea donations 
has doubled, increasing the amount of 
available corneal tissue for transplant 
twofold. Financial pledges and donations 


They say the Filipino can. 


In recognition of PLDT's excellence from 2002 to 2005 by the prestigious 
award-giving bodies in business, we humbly share these shining moments with you. 


to the EBFO have also increase, allowing 
for more corneal transplant surgery for in- 
digent patients. The Grand Anvil a 

the third for Pfizer 

ceptions, 


ano, Visirie Refresh product manager 
cente del Fierro, Jr, Anvil Awards Commit 
tee chairman; Dean Belen Tangco , Anvil 
‘Awards judge: Mio Chiongso, Blue Bottle 
managing director; fo 

Heherson T. Alvarez; Dr. Ix 

ta' Padilla EBFP founder a 

Karen Villa 

director; Mar 

judge; Winston Marbella, PRSP 

Robert Asprer, Pfizer Consumer Healthcare. 
marketing and Tina Abesamis, 
Perceptions PR executives 


A 

12 

J EUROMONEY 
A PLD 


Jr sea, Ai 


Best IR Profes 
by Ca 


n top Anvil Awards 


he 41st National Anvil 
| Awards of the Public 
Relations Society of 
the Philippines (PRSP) held 
at the Manila Hotel before 
the Holy Week recess ush- 
ered in a new era in profes- 
sional public relations and 
manage- 
ment that will endure the 
test of time and generation. 
hatis closely 


nd domestic Phil 


EUROMONE 


ment instrumentalities and agencies 

and local government units in Metro 

Manila and key cities in Luzon, 
d, 


restigious 
ly spread 
traditional corporate neigh- 
borhoods of Metro Manila into a na 
arch of excellence in public 
id communications man 
ist adopt in ca- 

adopt 


slitz and gloss of programs, 
nd tools support 


We agree. Jw 


NGA 


ed through orchestrated manipulat: 
ed media spins, and hypes from ad, 
revenue beneficiaries who act as in” 
dispensable accessories to conjure. 
false public acceptance. H 
"The dawn of this new horizon syn 
thesized in the flood of entries; 
would affect the charlatans and the, 
mediocre PR pretenders in the public 
relations and communications pro 
fession since they must now tow the 
universal principles of truth and 
ethics, and at the same time sharper 
their competence to cope with the 
empowered demands of the public 
ions industry wherein authentic. 

and meaningful projects, programs,” 
ampaigns and tools, 

niche and relevance: 


f the country. * 
RIS 
d 
——M | 
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From page Fl 


agement has begun." Said the past 14 years difference, and ultimately builds reputation against all threats and Emanuel Pinol of Kidapawan, The other Anvil jurors includ- 
agement has begun” Sad te Pap Ferro, along with outgo- a good business reputation, a criticisms even those politically Cotabato and Pasay City Mayor ed Marietta Primiclas “Goco. a 
ducted as president of the PRSP ing president Winston Marbella, good name, and enduring corpo- motivated Peewee Trinidad. lead convenor of the Coalition 
inthe same event. PRSP vice president Juan rate legacy, As if by coincidence, the The complete list of winners for Charter Change who is th 

:hesame event presen a Dayang, Larry Zurita and other PDI president SandyPrietoRo: Philippine Daily Inquirer was the and the synopsis of theis cam. only Füpino recipient Of the 
velie an anner and a past and newiy elected board ot mualdez personally received the media advocacy partner of Pfizer pains, programe and winning Eleanor Roosmrel lun Net 
veran PR prat meerhelite directors witnessed the presenta- Grand Anvil trophy, the first in. in the Visine advocacy campaign Anvil tools along wih phoros are. of the [bike Stas, Secreta 
fre lance aa ano te much coveted Anvil the 20 years of the inquirer and for the Eye Bank Foundation. | featured in a separate sory in Cerge Remonde, predinin 
fot eros and an imternaton- tephiesto:hewinmersledbythe introduced the IngPulse team Sharing the Anvil honors for this supplement media adviser, Raul Alvarez, 
sn cones Aed consumer ad. Alst Grand Anvil winner Philip- which conceptualized andimple- ther various community projects Del Fiero disclosed, ios tes PLDT RE president, and presi 
ally aclnow eee Gobel recog. pine Daily Inquirer which shared mented the winning project, ~ tools, and programs apart from Anvil finalise were Muy Cong Oa a ton Board, 
vorate who gained Rebel ng. Me plum Grand Avi Honors "Sharing the equal honors of multinational and Philippine cor... nd independently screened, re- Mitos Comahort a p ogia! 
piion when bestond upand Alca with Pfizer foris Tears of Hope the Grand Anvil was Pfizer Tears porate fims, are multisectoral viewed, and adjudged with indi- of Association of credited Ad 
a $400 milion case acetonie mnd Tears of Heal, an advocacy 0f Hapey an advocacy which sup- foundations, educational institu- vidual scoreralie by a mulisec.. vertising Agencies of te PRIIP. 
New Yor bahal ering with the Eye Bank Foundation ported the Eye-Bank Foundation tions, national governmentagen- toral board of judges known for. pines, Dr Belen, anggo, Dean 
Consumers who were Peon thar also had rhe Inquirer as its headed by Dra. Menguita Padil- ciesand branches, and local gov- their impeccable, integrity, and o£ the College of Arts & Letters 
wide promotions bya U.S. based media partner. la femment leaders headed by Gov. competence in their respective of the University of Santo 
pide promotions by a eee Mit was the fist Grand Anvil... BasedontheAnvitsrecenthis: emor Victor Ortega of the field of expertise led by ts Chair. Tomas, and Dr Bernardo Vie: 
Sunc has Deen relentlessly Award for the Philippine Daly tory, Pfizer is a traditional har. province ofLa Union, Mayor Flo... man forner Senao end Bun... gap DUE of the most respected 
stant whe bas Pate socal re. Inquirer which entered its In. vester of Anvil Awards which rencio Bernabe Jr of Paranaque, ly presidential advises on Over: economist The Philippines, 
aves ard coss fo those qPulse programs to PDTs differ- serve as a reservoir of goodwill Cin Mayor Evelio Leonardia of seas Filipino communkiesSeere.. Tt the Univer of Asia and 
Pa consumers for the ent stakeholders which makes a. and fortification of its business Bacolod City and Governor tary Heherson Alvarez pacific. 


Golden Quotes from the 41st Anvil Awards 


ke any other Filipino organization, dichotomy among leaders of intervention that our efforts though admittedly insignificant will. follow and multiply 

any association, be it here inthe Philippines and overseas, salreadya... be our humble offering to glorify God through the good deeds that From the quotable quotes during the Anvil highlights, it all left us 
deeply ingrained feature in our character as a nation. forms the collective Good News from the conscious authentic with the lasting impression that God answered our prayers, and was 
pt ini rc Anvil National Award was conducted, we had to compassion to.serve, and share with the different stakeholders of "evident full control of the total Anvil proceedings from the invoca- 
operate within the limit of our human capacity and sought divine society the task of providing examples and models for others to tion to the last final remarks that night of April 7, 2006. 


“Make me a servant, humble and meek Lord, let me lift up those who are weak.” 
‘The inspiring invocation sets the tone for the Anvil Awards. 


readers must serve tolead. We "It @ great honor to have Weare not known for our abil- ‘Merely documenting issus and ight isthe most important of stone more raffelightand! “The 41st Anvil National 
dime NA. Te at Sonar © Maya ela 0r pope rtemgh Cg ot. eee learn. da t i ene de ri pn ca ie 
leader nt cour. socatyntomi buhaton. Fed seats el AG ec me Jura Meroe a coo try ge Le Ke L 

e ce Nebel erat se qe du erii quar pop fs he ou Metal ioe Deli EE lapsum wal rome te md 


Nerei hea i ‘he sion he loses ll ope Be Bk aa promote ere nd 
tay Joy Nana nd od nt Ind compen nda, Wks inten bring ao ar gaper warty of he eru elpre of ep ya 
teer a rnc 1g Lg Pr Maca PG a Ee ma mama 
Wess ier PA Jounalis goung he dealsofhis DP Dominga Meng! stakeholders of he company by for this season Of lent. Moreover, 
rae tt mone of ee A loemmertngivhrci. Pila, presidentofEye Bank Foon: connecting chem wo Pheinner volus e us all mull and become 
Were mor fate ma saran. an el he Paer Re anwenden and tr tue 
the Anvil will push this country in- (^ d amado ba allow them to be partners to makea ‘Vie del Fierro Jr. chairm: 
[eere s ee ako.won a0. og Grand Anvi Awards shared with a ban tia the 41st Anvil and new Preside 
Former Senor Heherson Al- Anvil Award namne huipineDalyin: elma: Ama yak ie Publie Relations Society of the 
varez chairman of the Anil Jurors pa ippine Dal abi mann Nei Pies. 
pona 


Winston Marbella, outgoing 
PASP president and exoffio di 


inis keynatespech 


inside and out. 

> At home, you'd keep 
your family safe no 
matter what it takes 
But once they step out, 
where they go and 
what they do -- is way 
beyond you. 


Protect your family 
at all times. 


Ask your doctor about 
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PR Awards extend to LGUs, NGOs and Academe 


THEAISTANNUALANVILAWARDS OF universities, media organizations, pri- In pursuit of this socially relevant themselves annually and feel good 
Tr dc ANDA daciery ofthe Philip. vate foundations, local government horizon forthe Anvil Awards, Del Fierro through positive corporate publicity. 

ree (PRSP) B now open to local gov- units (cities and provinces) as well as expressed optimism that the Anvil will In pursuit of this socially relevant new 
Pines Ris non government organi. private and government corporations serve as a medium for cross-pollinaion horizon for the Anvil Awards, Del Fierro 
imme mmis qo clude the United enough to drown out the avalanche of of human triumphs embodied as good expressed optimism that the Anvil will 
zations erfiennium Development Goals negative news inthe national media dai- news essentially anchored for the public serve as a medium for cross-pollination 


oor, powerless and the marginalized 
members of society” Del Ferro under- 

"This years 41st Anvil Award is also 
presented in cooperation with the Coali- 
tion for Consumer Protection & Welfare, 


and those projects in line with corporate good and welfare as manifested the of human triumphs embodied as good Inc, Publishers Associations of the. 


y 

Social responsibility (CSR). “The national recognition of this noble. wider range of participants from various news essentially anchored for the public Philippines and Center for Policy Re- 
Vicdel Fierro Je, chairman ofthe 41st projects and corporate involvements stakeholders of society today. good and welfare as manifested the search and Strategic Studies, 

A iare ee ERG anmouncedthe through the Anvil Awards of the PRSP He added thatthe bottomline of pub- wider range of participants from various Entries to the expanded Anvil Awards 

sears suategic step to make the should inspire others to emulate and lic relations is the upliftment and wel- stakeholders of society today. "were sent to the chairman, Vic del Fier- 

move sue Ube he Oscar compete for excellence in unselfish fare of people, for withoutit, publicrela- “In doing so, we cultivate and nurture ro, Jr at 104 Gaiety St. Annex 1618 Bet 

Avil Award, fond macticeofpublicre: sharp its resources, expertise, and tal- tons activities become a callous self a national culture of concern and com. ier Living Subdivision. Tel nos. 821- 

lations as catalyst in hastening the actu- ents for the welfare of the public. Serving exercise for companies toaward passion in uplifting the plight of the 6417 / 824-3571 / 824-5802. 

alization of the Unit- 

‘ed Nations Millenni 

Wm ' Development 

Goals to make our 

‘world worth living. 
"This years Anvil pe 


c Pfizer Continues Tra 


in development glob- 
al meetings in recent 


BS of Leadership, Excell 


United Nations Con- 
ference on Trade and 
Development. 


sex! and Community Servic 


ood pai We at Pfizer dedicate ourselves to helping people by discovering, 
See le 


pine consumers. im developing and providing safe and effective healthcare products that help 


Hon Gaye mr people lead healthier, longer and happier lives. We are committed to 
TP Fierro fought continue investing in research and development in order to find new and 


for thousands of 
pasa fe better medicines that save lives, prevent diseases, address unmet medical 


iy one ofthe biggest | needs and improve the quality of life of Filipinos. 
tations of the United 
States, and fled a 


IM rin Soe Pfizer lives out its tradition of serving the community through 


müde go: groundbreaking partnership programs involving major stakeholders in 


Corporate social re: | government, medical community, academe and industry. These programs 


sponsibility 


oa ae signify our sincere commitment to making a significant and sustainable 
inte Rona difference in the community by addressing healthcare concerns. 

Al showease of corpo 

thd lumpae of com- 


scious organized hu: | In recent years, we have also been at the forefront of promoting public 
fare of the communi. | safety by providing leadership and resources for advocacy campaigns 


Bge kl p a that reaffirm our commitment of protecting the health of Filipinos. 
vance sa M 
fa meaning ‘beyond N Being recognized for these 


the realm of corporate 


Te cte d. — works truly encourages us to 
name cor : carry on and create meaningful 
teu H , programs that will make a 
evelopment wich B " : 
RE 3 difference in as many lives as 
mins ad nor 


LE S possible. We share this award - 
: i our third Grand Anvil - with 
Eee our employees and our 


Er 2 partners, whose support has 
ag ELA aa : always been vital to the success 
EUER E of these programs. 
nacre kagat 
publie audience are 
Pelea ar entries : 
in ain tothe ex Maraming Salamat Po! 
eye Erica Nation 
naun. pol, 
Whien are as follows: 
NP drdicadon of 
pabang power and 
baga 
55er univer: 
mi panay eus. " asini 
Bene irs : 1 Dapat Sulit. 
M child en 
S improve mater P $ Hanxi 


nalhealih; ar | 2" The Public Relations Society of the Philippines P, 
saya SE b zer, 


Sis emi presents this 
Hore GRAND ANVIL AWARD 
Tia 
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tes by” NOs Fiz ; VISINE REFRESH 
Siete 
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wardees 


Jun Lozano executive vice president receiving the Anvil Award of Merit for De. 
La Salle Lipa for their 2004-2005 annual report entitled Ad Vincula: The 
President's Report. le contained the accomplishments of De La Salle -Lipa's 
academic and service units. Ie sought to reinforce its community s linkages 
and bonds by showcasing De La Salle Lipa's drive for excellence and ite 

integri in Keeping its audience well-informed. 


Melvin Abanto - VP corporate affairs , Bene! T. Lagua - president and COO are 
shown receivingin behalf of Small Business Guarantee and Financial Corp for 
their 2004 annual report entitled The Creative Worker for the Creative 
Economy’ le captured the spirit that made small and medium sized 
enterprises produce briliant unexpected results despite the economic. 
Challenges of 2004 It also featured how the Small Business Corporation 
provided the necessary muscle t help SMEs thrive in a very competitive 
market. 

py 


y 


Lice Santana - public affairs division head is shown receiving the Anvil Award in 
behalf ef Quezon Power Philippines for its 2005 calendar. This calendar. 
captures the purity and innocence of childhood through one-of-a-kind 
Photographs of children who are at work orat play in the fields, rives, falls 
Fonds, and plazas of Mauban, Quezon. It speaks of how home-grown values 
help a child become an empowered citizen of the world inthe future. Quezon 
Power Philippines for its quarterly newsletter titled Tinig ng Kaunlaran 
Written in the old Tagalog dialect used by Quezon natives to cater to its main 
reading public-the residents of Mauban, Quezon, ths B-paged newsletter 
‘flectvely features columns and articles dealing the companies community 
‘and sustainable development programs. Quezon Power Philippines for its 
brochure entitled "The Power to Change Lives’. It ilustrated, through words 
and photographs, how the company continues to be guided by its core. 
Values of integrity, teamwork, entrepreneurship, and corporate social 
‘esponsibility. Quezon Power Philippines for the Educational Component of 
their Sustainable Development Program. This program sponsors deserving 
Young people to pursue college or skills education. It also sponsors the 
additional training of pubic school teachers t provide the children of 
Mauban, Quezon with equal opportunity fr quality education 


Rossen mec 
là ct 


Hoesen ela 

pie eens 
201 Barangays A ropan tat L, 
iL Sco 

coe air 


Meralco Foundation Inc for ies 
scholars recruitment campaign for 
its Industrial Technician Program. 
‘An annual series of activities aimed 
at selecting 150 scholars that will 
undergo is Industrial Technician 
program. Interested and qualified 
applicants are sought through 
numerous school visits and career 

OF talis. Thevery rigid process 
involved ony seems to encourage. 
applicants to try their mettle soas 
to belong to the chosen few. 


The Ciy of Parañaque for its citywide 
cleanliness drive entered by PLDT. 
Together with establishing che 
proper infrastructures for its 
eanliness drive, the ci of 
Parañaque used all possible 
information tools to educate and 
discipline its constituents in the 
proper disposal and segregation of 
waste. Alies efforts resulted ina 
much healthier and cleaner 
Parañaque. 


Father and son duo of Rey Langit and his 
junior fo the Hip TV Inc for Kasangga Mo 
ang Langit Foundation. Through ics 
television program, It created an awareness 
ofthe plight of the Tau’t Batu group, whose 
surviving members were plagued with 
malaria. hs efforts also included a medical 
mission andan educational campaign in 
Subic, Zambales, where a high number of 
malaria cases were also reported 


iris Cariaga senior senior PR manager, Tina Abesamis, PR executive Joy 
Mirasol, - PR executive receiving the award for The 23rd SEA Games Song 
"We're Ai Just One’ entered by Rene Nieva for the Philippine 23rd SEA 
Games. Played throughout the games until the closing ceremonies, i kept the 
fres of friendly competition and unity burning. This song also embodied One. 
Heritage, One Southeast Asiz”, the theme ofthe 73rd SEA Games. 


——— 


Mila Balabag creative director, Agnes Cristobal copy writer Jose Mario 
Bunuag Commissioner BIR are receiving the award for EVAT TVCs 'Toyang' 
and Teacher" Entered by Corporate Image Dimensions for the Department of 
Finance. Through two creatively produced TVGs, it fostered an improved 
general opinion for EAT. I also sided the finance department in 
isseminating mechanics specficinformation to a more open public. May 
Resulta TVCs entered by Corporate Image Dimensions. Using a series of TVCs. 
tied up with rade organizations, it presented the achievements ofthe 
Philippine government in is socio-economic programs. It gave Fi 

chance to positively view the efforts of the government in Improving miro 
finance for small businesses, patubig, trabaho, RORO and free education. 


PLDT executives Ramon Isberto - corporate. 
affairs head, Horace Lavides- media services 
head, Sennen Lacsamana - media section head, 
Jun Sambalilo- media senior publications 
assistant, Anthony Alcantara -media senior 
publications assistant and Evelyn del Rosario, 
‘Community relations manager with their 
winning vietorious smiles and toasts for the 
Bronze Anvil Award for PLDT for their monthly 
publication Access Magazine. Described by its 
Feaders as classy, smashing, and intelligent, 
ACCESS Magazine isa powerful vehicle where 
the company keeps its employees informed 
with che latest in PLDT. Its style and 
presentation exemplify the company's 


paradigm of innovation and hard work. PLDT 
for their 2005 Desk Calendar. Through Roni 
Santiago's classic Baltie and Co. comic strip and 
words of wisdom from TOYM awardees, PLDT 
Group employees were treated to a calendar 
that was both fun and inspiring at the same 
time. Ie was designed to encourage PLDT 


Jose Mario Bunuag Commissioner BIR receiving 
the award for BIR File-Your-income-Tax TVC 
Campaign Negosyante and TTR’ Entered by 
Corporate Image Dimensions for the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue. ts two TVCs successfully 
showcased the benefits of being a conscientious 
tax payer to one’s business reputation and the. 
critical necessity of having an ITR to be able to 


president 
director is shown 
receiving the 
award in behalf of 
GiaxoSmith Kline's 
Family Vaccines 
Program. This 
campaign 
Sfectivel induced 


perception ofthe 


Value of vaccination. It also reinforced GlaxoSmithKline role as a caring 
partner that provides valuable health information and as a trustworthy 


provider of reliable, safe and efective vaccines. 


‘employees to have a productive and fun-filled 
Year. PLOT for their 2004 annual report 
entitled Ahead of the Curve’ Its 140 pages 
moved within the premise that an annual 
report with quality information was the 
pipeline for good investor relations. Thus, its 
extensive Financials section reflected the 


Noel Albano, Deputy Secretary General for 
Media ofthe House of Representatives is shown 
receiving in behalf af House of Representatives 

Sor their Newsletter entitled Tho Forum’. Asa ^ 
{face-off for mainstream media's representation 
issues and personalities in Congress, this 
publication consciously aims to present a clear, 
sober and factual report of the happenings i 
"The House of Representatives. Since its first 
publication, it has become an authoritative 
record of he Congress's trials and triumphs. 
House of Representatives for its proposal 
‘entitled Debe for- Equiyn Millennium 
Development Goals Projects. This proposal 
seeks to converthalfo the debt owed by 100 
heavy indebted countries into equity in. 
sustainable development projects identified 
‘with the United Nations Millennium 
Development Goals. It offers both lender and 
debtor nations a viable way out of the debt trap 
{or the word's most heavy ndebted middle- 


1 


‘company's desire to communicate clearly and 
effectively with its stockholders. PLDT for the 
2005 Diary. planner that uniquely looked 
back into the pastas it narrated PLDT's 75 
years of contributing to the growth of the 
Country through innovative services that 
helped spur economic developments 


Mayor Evo R. Leonardia with Mrs Lia Leonardi, E Tjanlang ofthe 


The Enchanted Kingdom or its Celebration of 10 Magical Years entered by 

Ruby Communications Consultancy. This was a year-long series of activities 
that success increased park attendance and revenues k Included a jaw- 
dropping fireworks display, a comic magazine, anda movie staring Ramon. 

“Bong Revilla. This campaign also highlighted Enchanted Kingdom's journey 
cover the past ten years as the country's only world-class theme park 


Toyota Motors Philippines for its Toyota Classics 15 
erent entitled A world of Harmony. This event 
stars world-renowned orchestras who perform 
side by side Filipino artists of classical music. It 
promotes the appreciation of arts and culture. 
fand, at the same time, proudly showcases the 
brillance of Filipino talent ks ticket sales are 
‘donated to specific organizations chosen by 
“Toyota Motors. Toyota Motors Philippines for 
‘Brainstorm! The Toyota Vios Integrated 
Marketing Communications Challenge. Itimited 
Young people rom diferent universities and 
colleges to participate in Toyota's commendable 
‘new approach in improving is brand. The 
program sought a more personal and interactive 
Terei of market penetration through the fresh, 
brillant ideas of ts youthful participants. 


Masskara Festival 2005 are shown receiving the award in behalf of The City: 
Government of Bacolod for t successful celebration of its Masskara Festhal 
2005. As the front act for the ceremonies of the 23rd SEA Games, this annual 
{estival became much more than the usual fiesta activity. The involvement of 
Bacolod's artists turned Masskara 2005 into an arts festival that strengthened 
the position of this city in the tourism map. The City of Bacolod for ts 
Enhancement ofits One-Stop-Shop or Tax Revenue and Collection System. To 
complement k upgraded centralized system of processing and issuing 
Business permits, the city gave out simple yet effective information slips to the 
pubiic. This sips contained instructions on what to do and where to go inthe 
municipal office for certain services. Ie facilitated a very efficient delivery of 
Service advantageous to all concerned. The Cty Government of Bacolod for 
its indigenous Supplementary Mixture Feeding Program or the Insumix 
Program. This program aimed and succeeded in improving the nutritional 
Statis of undernourished schoolchildren through supplementary feeding. 
Through k, many schoolchildren of Bacolod havea better chance of reaching. 
their full potential. 


Fiorentino Espana, 

Jr vice president 

management services 

group, Is shown in 

Behaiot Pag-ibig 

Fund toris Tapat sa 

Pag-ibig, Tapat sa 

Kapwa Campaign. 

This advertising and 

promotions program 

helped promote ma 
public awareness on the various services and benefit 
Bling a Pag-ibig member, It also encouraged s currens 4 
members to dligetly keep up with their Pag-ibig 
obligation because tis ultimately for their and their fellow 
members own good. 
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Warning issued amidst a plethora of public awards 


Hallmark of real 
and bogus awards 


projected 
of some 


Credit 
Champion 
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Internalize the mantra of corporate social 
responsibility and corporate citizenship 


‘The new dynamic and committed PRSP 
board takes their oath of office before 
former Senator Heherson Alvarez 
(extreme right), chairman of the Anvil 
jurors. From left: Juan P. Dayang, vice 
president for international affairs, 
Winston Marbella, ex-officio director, 
Catherine Trumata, auditor, Larry 
Zurita, treasurer; Vicente del Fierro fr, 
president and 41st Anvil Awards. 
chairman, Noel Albano, director and 
chairman of the 2006 National Public 
Relations Congress; and Ronni 
secretary. Not in photo: 

Samson, vice president for external 
affairs; Ulysses Antonio C. Rivera, 

director and Wivina Ferrer, director. 


SOME DEALS ARE 
SIMPLY HOTTER. 


| Low Down Payment for as low as 


Toyota Value Certificate worth P40 000 for other Altis models 


“Toyota Value Certificate worth P25 000 for Vios 


* Low Monthly Payments 


For as low as 
- 6,937 for Vios 
- P7,758 for The Altis (60 months term) 


* New Value Lease Package from TFS 
* Your Toyota Value Certificates (TVCs) can be used 


for Toyota Genuine Accessories, Chattel Mortgage, 
LTO Registration, TFS Financial Package, TFS Value 
Lease or Discounts. 


DeMedsmi weis C) TOYOTA 


Its everything 


P80,000* 


- Toyota Value Certificate worth POO, 000 co aus s 


SHORTLY AFTER THEIR INDUCTION DUR- 

ing the Anvil Award presentation, the newly 

ducted board of directors of the Public Rela 

tions Society of the Philippines mapped out 

its diecion geared towards the promotions 
of corporate 

and style to variou 

tities joining the growing rosters 

nationwide attracted to its social 

direction to be pursued during their new 
board incumt 


spins, and deceit anchored on a cloud of 
smoke and imagery which hallmarked the 
of public relations and communica- 

ed in the Philip 


will have as President a leading Filipino con- 

cate and fighter, with a natural bias 
for corporate social responsibility and corporate 
neighiborlines, instead ofa glitzy play of corpo- 
ate imagery riveted on a cloud of smoke. 

In his vision for the PRSP Del Fierro said 
that henceforth, the basic essential of public 
relations should be in the corner- 
stone of authenti s to enhance 
corporate integrity ld a sustaining. 
dam of positive reputation and legacy for any 
private or public organization and found 
tion before its defined ders who be- 

its partners in national development. 

Vic del Fierro Jt, is a 

ith nearly four de 


rising, 
and handled a sl 

and multinational 

and regional Public Relations accounts in 

cial projects assignments 

He started his public relations career at J. 

Walter Thompson (Philippines) in 1965 while 

sophomore ye smalism atthe 


“Tomas where he supported his 

studies as a free lance journalist ( he is a son of 

an institution in Philippine journalism), and as 

a PR writer in the public informat 

the Social Welfare Administration. 

He joined his first Filipino agent 

Romero & Associates as public relations di- 

made the PR department 


the number of PR clients and projects 
dled including Binibining Pilipinas, Bank of 
America, B. E Goodrich, Philippine Airlines 
ghouse. 
neophyte years in Public Relations, 
he picked up bits and pieces of valuable 
lessons and pointers in public relations, ad- 
vertising, promotions integrated marketing 
:ommunications, social marketing, politcal 
‘management and 
d names in PR, ad- 
'ends like John 
o Benjo Osias, 
adilla, Baldomero Toto Olivera, 
1g Nuguid, Pete Teodoro, Jos 
Emcy Corteza Tinsay, Antonio Benedicto, 
Ronnie Pasola, Ramon Manalac Rene Bas, 
E Lyle Little, Ernes 


in PR & marketing consul- 
lobbyist, political PR in the 
Senate, 
sumer advocacy compelled a low profile en- 
gagement in the PRSP for many years which 
xd participation in major internation: 
hosted by Consumers Inter- 
national based in the UK, the United Na- 
conference On Trade & De 
UNCTAD in Geneva Switzerland. 

The Committee on Trade of both Philip- 

pine Senate and Congress has been regularly 

us public issues 
and advocacies affecting consumers in the 
Philippines. He advocates harmonious bal- 
‘ance of common interests to the consumers, 

‘anagement and other stakeholders. 

The new PRSP president, a veteran PR 
practitioner and a free lance journalist 
since the late 60s is also a public issue lob- 
byist in Congress, and an internationally 

cknowledged consumer advocate who 
gained global recognition when he stood 
upin behalf of Philippine consumers who 
were duped and victimized in a deceptive 
nationwide promotions by a U.S. based 
transnational food and beverage giant 
who has been relentlessly avoiding its cor- 
porate social responsibility at all costs to 
thousands of poor consumers for the past 
14 years. Del Fierro is an advertising inno- 
vator. He introduced Transit Media in the 
Philippines that specializes in cost 
effiecient high impact advertising in bus- 
es, taxis, jeepney, school buses, tricycles 

Metro Manila and key cities nation- 
wide. 

The other office 
Juan P Day 
affairs and president and pill 
lisher Asociation of the Philippines (PAPI), 
Antonio Samson, vice president internal af- 
fairs and chairman of the Advertising Board, 
Ronnie Preza, secretary, Larry Zurita treasur- 
er, Catherrine Tumata, auditor, Ulysses Anto- 
nio Rivera, director and Wivina Ferrer as di- 
rector and Noel Albano, deputy secretary 
general for media of the House of Represen- 
tatives, director and chairman of the Nation- 
al PR Congress slated in the middle of 2006. 


